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Financial condition of the Society* 



At the close of a year, which has been 
remarkable in its general history, it is our 
privilege to refer to the gracious provi- 
dences which have surrounded our enter- 
prise, and to present our yieed of praise to 
the Ruler of the Universe for his guardian 
care and continued blessing. Many cities 
and districts in our widely extended coun- 
try have felt the desolating power of the 

pestilence wiiich walketh in darkness, 
and the destruction which wasteth at 
noonday." Great excitements have agi- 
• tated the public mind, and sent tlie unnerv- 
ing streams of their influence through all 
the ramifications of society. Financial 
embarrassments and commercial disasters 
have touched with appalling power matty 
of the great enterprises of business, and 
spread alarm and anxiety through the 
wide circle of society ! We, in common 
with all others, have felt the sliock and 
been embarrassed by the prevailing de- 
pression, and the impending prospect that 
*» the end is not yet!" But in no individual 
instance, in no signal manner has our en- 
terprise been singled out as one destined 
to suflcr, or marked by special disfavor. 
On the contrary, the descent of blessings 
upon us has been gentle and refreshing as 
the dews of Heaven, and the tokens of 
favor from on high liave been cheering to 
the heart, and ever beckoning us onward. 

By reference to the long list of distin- 



guished Vice Presidents and Life Direc- 
tors of this Society, it will be perceived 
that only two names have been removed 
during the year— Elliott Cresson, Esq., 
of Philadelphia, Pa,, and the Rev. Leon- 
ard Woods, D. D., of Andover, Mass. 
Mr. Cresson was for over a quarter of a 
century nn ardent advocate of Colonization, 
devoting a large portion of his time, in 
this country and Great Britain, in gratui- 
tous labors in its behalf. His liberal con- 
tributions in life, no less than his remem- 
brance of the cause by will, evinced the 
sincerity of his professions. Dr. Woods 
was an earnest advocate of colonization 
for many years, and has left evidence in 
his will of liis desire for its future success 
and enlarged prosperity. 

By reference to the statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Society 
during the year, herewith presented, it 
will be perceived that all our available 
means have been exhausted, and that the 
treasury is now empty. We commenced 
the yearwith a debtof $24,844 4.3, We end 
it with this debt increased by $7,293 58; 
making our present indebtedness, includ- 
ing bills payable and current accounts, 
$32,138 OL 

The wholeamount of our receipts are six- 
ly-five Ihousand four hundred and Ifiiriy-three 
dollars and ninetrj-three cent^, ($63,433 93.) 
This amount falls short of that received 
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the preceding year by $1G,964 32. We 
record lliis fact with sorrov.-, because we 
ha ve been deficient of the means neces.sary 
to accomphsh a certain amount^ of good. 
We have l)een called upon for enlarged ope ; 
rations and more extended improvements i 
necessarv to the successful prosecution of i 
the enterprise, but we have been obliged to j 
hold back for the want of means. We j 
luive been compelled to say to persons ap- 
plying for a passage to Liberia, you must 
wait. We cannot accommodate you now. 
Our means are exhausted ! 

In this light it is matter of deep sorrow 
that our income has been so smrdl. We 
are not however discouraged by it. We ; 
are riot disposed to complain that our : 
friends have deserted us, or that they have i 
been less liberal than we had a right to 

i 

expect. We have not seen evidence any- 
where that the interest felt in Colonization : 
was dying out, or that the channels of j 
benevolence were dried up forever. On 
the contrary, when &tl the attendant cir- 
cumstances are considered, we are con- 
strained to say that the year has closed 
upon ua with a brighter showing than we ' 
could have anticipated. We have not j 
mistaken the benevolent spirit of our coun- : 
try in supposing that this only feasible ] 
plan for the accomplishment of an object ; 
demanded alike by philanthropy and re- 
ligion, can never fail for the want of funds! 
It may be checked in its progress ; it may 
be limited in the extent of it? usefulness, 
as it has been the past year, but in tlie 
very causes which have produced this 
limitation we beholil the most cheering 
evidences that it is instinct with vitality ; i 
that it is inwrought itito the very life and ! 
soul of the noblest body of friends, whose \ 
hearts and hands are ready to sustain it : 
in every hour of peril or embarrassment. \ 
We have seen how its appeals come home i 
to the bosoms and the consciences of 



men. When embarrassments besel ra, 
and clouds and darkness were round abou', 
us, our friends have come to cheer and 
sustani us. They have said, fear not; 
we will stand by you ; go on with your 
work ; we know the times are hard ; v/e 
feel the pressure and find it very diOicuIt 
to command the money we need to sustain 
ourselves ; but one thing we have settled, 
and that is that retrenchment shall not 
begin by our withholding our contribu- 
tions from your Society ! It is true we 
have many calls for charitable purposes ; 
we are obliged to economise, and make 
our little means go as far as possible, but 
we are with you, heart and purse, to the 
end ! 

These and sdth as these are the senti- 
ments which have come to us from all 
parts of the country, and have cheered 
and encouraged us in the most delightful 
manner. We should do injustice to every 
sensation of our hearts, as well as to the 
benevolence of our friends, were we in this 
connection to lefrain from expressing the 
high sense of our gratitnde to them for 
their unwavering attachment, and their 
ever prompt and generous liberality! 
When in any case of emergency^ we have 
made a special call for funds to accom- 
plish any specific good, we have only had 
to touch the sympathetu^hords in order 
to send a thrill of feeling through many 
hearts, and then suddenly we would hear 
the responsive notes rolling back upon us 
from many a crowded city, from many a 
hill and valley, and secluded country 
dwelling: For example, to send a family 
of sei!ei%-ojie persons to Liberia, wf needed 
to raise, by special effort, $4,2G0, and we 
asked 426 of our friends to give us $10 
each for this purpose. We sent to them 
letters explaining the case, and it would 
do anybody's heart good to read the an- 
swers they returned us I In a very short 
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space of lime we received respon.se.s from 
m of them, with $7,1G-1 18, w^.ich 
was just ^2,904 18 more than we asked 
them for, with the most encouraging a.s- 
surancc-s that their donations were made 
with a right hearty good will and the 
most, generous feeling.s. To such an ex- 
tent was tliis the case, that many of the 
contributor.s were not satisfied until they 
had assured us that they would be happy 
to he called upon again in like circum- 
stances. jVIany of them sent us many 
times more than the amount we solicited. 
Many of them spoke with their friends on 
the subject, and forthwith they desired to 
have a share in the work. One gentleman 
having sent us $255, says, «« nearly all 
tliat I have sent you I have collected in 
the cars or ferry-boat fvs I am passing 
daily to my residence in the country!" 
thus affording a beautiful illustration of 
the ease and facility with wnich a great 
amount of good may be done in a quiet 
way ! 

It is worthy of re nark that these liberal 
donations were made at a time when the 
prHumiury embarrassments were at their 
height — while money was scarce and 
calls v.-ere numerous. In them therefore 
we see an illustration of the kind of be- 
nevolence which is enlisted in thi.^ cause, 
and a sample of the exertions which men 
are willing to make to carry it forward. 

It is also worthy of remark that our 
contrilMUions came from no particular sec- 
tion of the country — from no one sect in 
religion or pirtyin politics. There is a 
sense in which colonization may be con- 
sidered an orphan. Almost every other 
Itencvolent society has some denomination 
of christians who feel bound to support it, 
nnd to which it can appeal Avith all the 
confidence of parental love 1 But coloni- 
sation, as a scheme of benevolence, origi- 
wated in the broadest philanthropy, and 



I' appeals to the most enlarged and unselfish 
1 priMciples for support. It belongs to no 
! sect— to no party—which is l>ound to sup- 
t port it cl all hazards atid any sacrifices, 
i Cut there is still a no'jle band of men 
' and women, unknown to each other, and 
|j separated by many a league or clashing 
interest, but united in considering this a 
j cause of strict and pure benevolence, inti- 
! mately connected with the great principles 
; of humanity ; bearing upon the general 
I welfare of society ; closely linked in with, 
and embracing all the other great schemes 
of benevolence ; involving some of the 
most important destinies of our own mag- 
nificent country ; presentina: the chief cen- 
1 tral hope for the millions of Africa ; and 
that in its onward progress it is accom- 
plishing a train of good results which m 
other plan of operations has ever yet been 
able to achieve! Therefore it ought 
to be su!5tained and carried vigorously for- 
ward, and to this work they have pledged 
themselves in high and holy covenant ! 

We desire to call attention particularly 
to a proposition made by a gentlemen in 
Buffalo, N. Y. , in his reply to our special 
appeal for the $4,260, above alluded to. 
He says : — 

«« I sincerely hope that the plan you 
have adopted may prove succe.ssful, I 
have, however, a proimsition to make, to 
wit, that if you will raise tiie stun named 
in the manner you propose, then I wdl be 
one of four io eive an equal amount pro- 
vided three oilier individuiils can Ije found 
who will each give one fourth, (51,065,) 
or, 1 will be one of three, provided two 
other individuals can be found who will 
each give one .third, ($1,420,) which 
would put that amount into the Treasury 
of the Society, and at the same lime, I 
I will give my influence to further the object 
set forth in the circular. If whut I pro- 
pose cannot be accomplished, you may 
rely on me for one hundred and twenty 
dolla •s in furtherance of the object of your 
circular." 

We have been looking for two or three 
gentlemen, who would join our Buffalo 
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friend in his generous proposition, and thus | we have been able to accomplish only a 
place an amount of funds in our Treasury limited measure of good. In (iefraying the 
which would somewhat relieve us in our 
present time of need. Several persons 
have had the mutter under consideration, 
and we hope yet to receive a favorable re- 
tsponse from them, or from some others. 

ThQ following statement will show the 
atiiount which each of tlie several States 
has contributed. 

Maine 1,724 89 Alabama.. ..710 50 



N. H l,5i>8 48 

Ven:ionl...i,660 8.3 

Ma.ss 1Q,790 19 

R. Island ...826 34 

Conn G,508 08 

N. York... 2,6 17 5.5 
N. Jersey,. 1,674 92 



Florida 1 00 

Louisiana.. .794 00 

Miss 2,195 25 

Kentucky .2,916 80 
Tennessee. 1,558 50 

Ohio 2,960 61 

Indiana... 1,1 12 37 



renn 3,063 59 ! Illinois 523 58 



Delaware 398 92 

Maryland... .458 16 
Dis. Col.... 1,235 28 



Missouri. . ..965 85 

Michigan 16 00 

Wisconsin . ..54 20 



Virginia... 12,604 52 i Texas 5 00 

N. Carolina.. 128 75 C. Nation. ...17 50 
S. Carolina... 41 00 N. Bruns'k..l0 00 
Georgia...... 680 00 

The total amount received from legacies 
left to the Society, the pa.st year, is 
$9,861 16. But of this amount we only 
had the use of ^5,298 76, the balance 
having been paid to relieve the bequests 
from incumbrances imposed by the testa- 
tors. This small amount of legacies will in 
part account for the difference between our 
general receipts tb.isyearand preceding one. 

With a limited, treasury to draw upon, 



'■ contingent expenses of the Society we 
; have used every possible economy, and 
i made retrenchment wherever the nature 
' of the case would allow. Still the salaries 
j of agents and officers had to be paid as 
j usual, both at home and in Liberia, while 
increased accommodations for emigrants 
were needed, and other improvements had 
to be made. Hence the chief curtailment 
had to be made in the number of emigrants 
sent to Liberia. The whole number sent 
this year is only 553, while in the preced- 
ing year we sent 783, thus showing a dif- 
ference of 230. To Ijave sent these would 
have required ^13,800 more than we re- 
ceived, which is nearly the difTerencc be- 
tween the receipt;? of this and the previous 
year. Had we received twenty or thirty 
thousand dollars more, we could have sent 
the comparative ntimber of additional emi- 
grant.s without any increase of what may 
properly be called contingent expenses. 
The agencies employed and means in op- 
eration could have accomplished the addi- 
tional work, without any additional cr^st 
for their support. 

The following table will show the num- 
ber of expeditions, the states from which 
the emigrants went, and their respective 
ages and character. 
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To some it may seem asmall thing that ; advancement, and every new company of 
only this number of persons have been i emigrants have only to address themselves 
sent to Liberia, during a whole yenr! |i to the completion of that which has already 
And so it is, if the mere fact of taking i; been so well begun. If it is the design of 
them from this country, and locating them j a wise and far-seeing Providence to make 
in that, was all. But this is a very nar- | Liberia the asylum of the whole African 
row and partial view of the subject. , It race, now dispersed over the surface of the 
meets not at all the grandeur and far jj earth, then without doubt our present fee- 
reaching good which has been accom- ble labors are connected with other lands 
plished. j| and coming generations in a manner more 

Ever since the formation of this Society ■; intimate and important than is generally 
and the founding of Liberia, the wcirk has ;j believed. Colonies on a heath.en shore," 
gone on in this same quiet and limited jj "t has been well remarked, are like trees 
manner. There has been nothing grand ; around a new house, or a hedge around a 

prairie. They are to be planted once, not 
forever. The tree ot liberty and civiliza- 
tion once planted on African soil in due 
abundance, and guarded^ a little at first, 
will grow, and bloom, and bear, and prop- 



er imposing, such as ordinarily attends ■ 
upon a nation's movements. The re-! 
sources have been small, the progress has i 
been slow. But something has been ac- j 
complished, which promises I'urther re- j 

suits and leads on to ulterior ends. The |j agate henceforth without help." And 
foundations of a free and happy nation Ij who can measure the results to be ex- 
have been laid ; all the appliances of edu- jj pected in all future time, from this com- 
cation and religion have been put in mo- jj n^^unity of Americanized Christian Africans 
tion, so that Liberia holds out to the col- l! ^^e destinies of Africa.' 
ored man brighter prospects than are visi- j| .< The good begun by them shalS onward How, 
ble in any other quarter of the globe. A j in many a branching Ktream, and wider grow:" 
substantial good is therefore done to every |j ..^,^,^1 .^^eck of matter and crush 

person who is removed to that land, and |! ,,,oHds" has wound up earth's destiny, 
placed in circumstances where he is re- ij ^^w look but for a moment, at the only 
lieved from the civil and social disadvan- | fi^e hundred and fiftv-three persons we 
lages which overhang him in this country ! I ^^ve the past year sent to Liberia. Some 
For himself alone, and as an isolated indi- 1 ^^^^^ .^iU doubtless not live through the 
vidual,this good is immeasurable. But! acclimating process. They will go to an 
this is not all. He • there becomes an in- early tomb! But the mould shall live 
legral part of a great community. He i fresh upon their graves, and the flowers 
sheds around him an influence and puts ! planted over them shall flourish in perpet- 
forth an agency, tending to spread over | y^l bloom, for they died in a holy endea- 
the whole western coast of Africa and dif- jj vor to rekindle the extinguished fires, and 
fuse among the numerous tribes of the jj rebuild the shattered fortunes of their 
interior all the arts and comforts of civil- i| race ! 

ized life ! The greatest difliculties attend- jj Others of them shall live, and their chiN 
uig ihe establishment ofa colony on a for- jldren, and their children's children-and 
eign land and the organization of a repub- jj stil! theirs again and again, increasing in 
hcan government, have already been so far j| number as they go— until far along^the 



overcome, that now the way is open for 



coast, away back into the now unknown 
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interior, far up along' the mountain side, 
away down in the valley's depth, along the 
shores of many a winding stream, around 
the long sought sources of the Niger, 
skirting Sahara's desert plain, and on t!ie 
shores of lake Tchad, shall be found the 
descendants of this little company — some 
of thetn tilling the soil and tiriowing the 
natives how — some of them pursuing the 
mechanic arts and illustrating the just ap- 
plication of science to the affairs of every 
day life — some of them instructing the 
rising generation in the English language, 
some of them making laws for free and 
indcfietident states and some of them un- 
furling tiie banner of the Cross and bring- 
ing millions of the outcast heathen to a 
knowledge of the Savior, and each and 
every one of them constituting a bright and 
powerful centre of light and love, confer- 
ring happiness and salvation on hosts of 
human beings, who would, otherwise, and 
but for our having, this year, sent this lit- 
tle company, have been lost forever! 

It is not therefore in vain that we have 
planted " this handful of corn in the earth 
on the tops of the mountains, for the fruit 
thereof shall shake like Lebanon, and 
they of the City shall flourish like grasfs 
of the earth." 

Turning from the operations of the So- 
ciety in this country to the history of 
Liberia during the year which has just 
dosed, It is our privilege to repbrt that 
there has l^een a general advancement in 
all that constitutes her prosperity. Peace 
has prevailed with the native tribes in her 
vicinity. Some of the neighboring chiefs 
and head men, who had been rebellious 
and hostile, because tliey were compelled 
to abandon the slave trade, are becoming 
reconciled, by the superior advantages 
presented to them in lawful commerce and 
the industry and arts of civilized life. 
President Roberts has been on a visit to 
Europe touching business growing out of 



the friendly relations of the Republic witii 
the leading governments which have ac- 
knowledged their independence, and in- 
terceding with the English government for 
the transfer of Sierra Leone to Liberia. 
During his absence the duties of the office 
have been perfortned by the Hon. S. A. 
Benson, Vice President. A growing inte- 
rest is felt in the cultivation of the soi!. 
The steam saw-mill on the Junk river hiis 
been put into successful operation. The 
general health among the accl'mated citi- 
zens has been good. Some of the compa- 
nies of newly arrived emigrants have suf- 
fered considerably during their sickness, 
with an unusual mortality, resulting from 
causes which we could not control. Other 
companies, however, have enjoyed a very 
encouraging measure of health. Dr. 
Roberts says, in his letter dated Novem- 
ber 13 : «« By the English mail steamer I 
write to acquaint j'ou of the present state 
of the last company of emigrants, per 
Sophia Walker, many of whom are mak- 
ing preparations for the clearing of their 
lands and the erection of their buildings. 

"Enclosed, I am thankful, you will 
find no list of deaths in this company, re- 
sulting from their acclimation. 

About eighty-eight were landed here 
under my charge, and with the exception 
of the three children, I wrote you by the 
return of the Sophia Walker, that died 
three or four days after their landing, 
(they having the diarrhoea very bad when 
landed,) none of the number under my 
charge have died." 

President Roberts, in his last message 
i to the Legislature, says : «' During the 
j year that has just passed a kind Provi- 

i dence has v/atched over us for good, and 
i . 
i our country has been signally blessed m 

I all its relations. Every important interest 

\ of the government and peopie seems to 

' bear the marks of the Divine favor and 
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approbation. No pestilence has visited 
r.uv land ; but on the contrary an unusual 
(it-n-ice of health has been dispensed to its 
inluibitants. The agricultural prospects 
of our country were never more encour- 
than at the present lime. In no 
year of the Republic has the labors of the 
husbandman betn more abundantly re- 
warded. The mercantile interest ot' ihe 
country seems to be in a healthful state. 
Our merchants are extending their opera- 
tions by opening up new sources of com- 
merce, and their efforts are producing very 
satisfactory results, not only in reference 
to products and trade, but the prosperity 
aiteiuiing those branches of industry and 
jnterprise has given an impulse to general 
ijiiprovement decidedly encouraging. 

"Our educational yiterestshare also been 
blessed. The educational facilities ex- 
tended to the people through missionary 
tntfrprises and the benevolence of private 
individuals in the United States, are now 
more extensive than ever before, and 
promise much good to the youth of our 
several communities, who, I am glad to 
: ly. are availing themselves of these ad- 
vantages, and are making gratifying ad- 
vancements in the various branches of 
useful knowledge. But above all, God 
lias been pleased to bless the people by n. 
gracious visitation of his churches, in. 
spiring them with a spirit of pure and un- 
denied religion, thereby wonderfully ex- 
tending the inestimable benefits of Chris- 
tianity iimong the idolatrous tribes of this 
I"iid, and dispelling the gloom of moral 
fiiglit which has so long overshadowed 
ihc-iu. 

" We continue to receive from her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's government assurances 
of friendly concern for our welfare. From 
the French government we are also re- 
ctiving tangible proofs of the interest his 
Imperial Majesty feels in the future pros- 



perity of this infant State. As a present 
to this government, the French Minister 
of War has forwarded recently one thous- 
and stand of arms, to be followed shortly, 
as we are advised by our agent in Paris, 
by an equal number of enuipments for our 
military. 

" I regret to have to acquaint the legisla- 
ture that the contemplated exploration by 
Commander Lynch of the country lying 
east of this Republic, is, for the present at 
least, given up. 

" I am aware our fellow citizens enter- 
tained encouraging hopes that this benevo- 
lent enterprise on the part of the United 
States government would be carried into 
immediate execution. I know of no 
project, whether considered in relation to 
the development of the resources of the 
country, and the extension of commercial 
enterprise, or whether with a view to the 
spread of civilization and Christianity, 
that promises more real good to Liberia, 
and to Africa in general, than an explora- 
tion of the interior just at this juncture. 
Unfortunately for us, our limited pecu- 
niary resources will not allow us to un- 
dertake the work. We will, therefore, 
hope that the enterprise will n )t be wholly 
abandoned by the government of the 
United States." 

We have quoted at length the remarks 
of President Roberts upon the subject of 
exploration, in order to exhibit niore 
clearly the discouraging eflect produced 
by the delay of so important a measure. 
But we have the gratification of hoping 
that this delay has been occasioned 
by special causes, and that the .govern- 
ment of the United States will not unne- 
cessarily postpone a work which promises 
so much for the interests of our own 
country. 

In a late number of the Liberia Herald 
the editor remarks : *< It is with increased 
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interest that we notice the growing thrifti- 
ness of our citizens. The hanils of the 
ship builders, and mechanics in every de- 
partment of iheir profe.ssion, including the 
husbandman, the product of whose labor 
appears in, oar market, show the rapid 
increnfse of the industry of our people. 
Indeed, to an observant mind, who has 
watched particularly the increase of this 
people for the la«t ten years, it will une- 
quivocally appear that Liberia now is not 
tlie Liberia of ten years ago. 

Two large vessels are on the stocks in 
Monrovia, and nearly finished. 

Almost every day barrels of sugar and 
syrup are brought to market by the far- 
mers of St, Pauls. 

The severity of the rains does not pre- 
vent the erection of buildings in our city 
of almost every description. Laborprs 
meet with constant employment. Rice is 
very limited in quantity — and prices high. 
The supply of cassava and potatoes is 
abundant, and the prices are moderate. 
European and American trade goods are 
abundant, and at, moderate rates. The 
supply of American provisions h fair — 
prices high. Palm oil is commanding high 
prices. Camwood is at fair rates. A vol- 
unteer company has been raised here — it is 
called, "Johnson's Guards'' — and will 
show itself for the first time in fall uniform, 
on the 26ih of this month. An artillery 
Company has also been formed. Con- 
tracts have been entered into *br building 
a new and capacious "Light House." 
Our market continues scarce of fresh beef. 
The mail Steamer is behind her time, 
more than a fortnight. The health of the 
City is good, notwithstanding the seventy 
of the wet season. The latest news from 
the leeward counties, represents the health 
of the people to be good — farms in good 
condition and that peace prevails. The 



She had her complete compliment of pas- 
sengers, and a full cargo of African pro- 
duce. A fine steam vessel fitted out in 
England to ascend the Niger, passed here, 
OH her way down, a few days ago. The 
British mail steamer " Bacchante" did not 
complete her voyage — some of her .ma- 
chinery got out of order, and she made 
the best of her way under sail to Sierra 
Leone." 

Further extracts are unnecessary. These 
give a general view of the present condi- 
tion of affairs in Liberia. 

The Maryland Colony at Cape Palmas, 
has bec»me an independent State. This 
measure was almost unanimously desired 
by the citizens thereof, and was readily 
acquiesced in by the Society, under whose 
auspices the colony was founded. Ji had 
been proposed by sorfte that the Colony 
at Cape Palmas should become annexed 
to the Republic, and form one of its 
counties, on the same terms as Sitiou or 
Bassa. But a majority of the citizetis 
thought otherwise. We wish them all 
the blessings which they need, and will be 
most happy tc see their numbers increas- 
ing and their influence extending far and 
wide. 

Dr. DanJul Laing and Dr. Isaa3 H. 
Snowden, of Boston, Massachusetts, hav- 
ing completed their medical education 
under the care and patronage of the Mas- 
sachusetts Colonization Society, embarked 
for Liberia in the ship Sophia Walker, 
the 27th May. We have engaged them as 



British Mail Steamer " Forerunner" ar- 
rived here on the 9th July» bound home. 



physicians, on competent salaries, to at- 
tend our emigrants during acclimation, the 
one, Mr. Snowden, in Sinou county, and 
the other. Dr. Laing, on the St. Pauls. 
From the proceeds of their labors, they 
are to refund the Society from time to 
: time, as they may be able, the money ad- 
vanced to them while pursuing their edu- 
cation. They have been considered men 
of fine talents and good clwiractef, and 

i 
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I heir medical knowledge and ability are j 
believed to be equal to the generality of 
young physicians. 

We have now four phyaicians in the 
finployment of the Society, two of whom, 
l)r3. Roberts and Smith, have proved 
themselves well furnished for their work. 
They will be able to render all needful at- 
rpntion to even a much larger number of j 
■migrants than we at present have the 
prospect of means to send out. 

In closing this report we feel called upon 
to make a special appeal to the several 



State societies, and the friends and patrons 
of our enterprise, for renewed exertions, 
to give increaseJ impulse to the cause 
during the present year. We commence 
the year under the pressure of a too heavy 
j debt. Extensive improvements must be 
made in Liberia. Numerous applications 
have already been made for a passage in 
our regular spring expedition, which it 
will be utterly impossible for us to accom- 
modate, without greatly enlarged resources 
are placed at our command. 



Proceedings at the 38th Annual 

Trinity Chdrcii, Washington City, 
Jan. 16, 1854, 7 o'clock P. M. 

The American Colonization Society 
met according to adjournment. The 
President, J. H. B. L.vtrobe, Esq., pre- 
sided. The meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Cummins, the 
Rector of the Church. 

The Secretary read extracts from the 
Annual Report. 

Addresses were delivered by Gov. Dut- 
ton, the Rev. Dr. Haight, and Captain 
Foote, U. S. N. After which, rolunteer 
.ipeeches were made by a gentleman from 
New York, and by the Rev. Leroy M. 
Lee, D. D., of Richmond, Va. 

After which the Society adjourned to 
meet in the lecture room ©f the church at 
12 o'clock to-morrow. 

Lecture Room, 

Jan, 17, 1855, 12 M. 
The Society met agreeably to adjourn- 
ment. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read. 

Tiie Annual Report was taken up and 
referred to the Board of Directors for their 
action. 

John H. B. Latuobe, Esq., was re- 

""Jected President of the Society, 



Meeting of the Am. Col. Society. 

The following gentlemen were elected 
Vice Presidents. 

Vice Presidents. 
(First elected in 1819.) 

1. Gen. John H. Cocke, of Virginia. 

(First electtd in lvS23.) 

2. Hon. Charles Fenton Mercer, of Va. 

3. Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D. of Conn. 

(Krsi elected in 1830.) 

4. Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen, of N.J. 

■■(First elected in 1832.) 

5. Hon. Louis McLean, of Maryland. 

(First elected in 18 S3.) 

6. Moses Allen, Esq., of New York. 

7. Gen. Walter Jones, of Dis. of Co}. 

8. Joseph Gales, Esq., do 

(First elected in 1834.) 

9. Rt. Rev. Wm Meade, D. D. of Va. 

(First elected in 1835.) 

10. Rev. James 0. Andrew, D. D., 

Bishop of the M. E. Church, South. 

11. William Maxwell, Esq. of Virginia. 

(First elected in 1836.) 

12. Hon. Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio. 

13. Hon. Walter Lowrie, of New York. 

14. Stephen Duncan, M. D., of Miss. 

(First elected in 1838.) 

15. Hon. William C. Rives, of Viip:inia, 

16. Rev. William Winans, D. D. of Mis8. 

17. James Boorman. Esq., of N. Y. 

18. Henry A. Foster, Esq., of do. 

19. Robert Campbell, Esq , of Georgia. 

20. Hon. Peter D. Vroom, of N. J. 

21. Hon. Jamos Garland^ of Virginia^ 
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26. 
HI. 
28, 
21). 



30, 

3:1 



35. 

3f). 
37. 
38. 
35). 
40. 



41. 
4->. 
43. 

44. 

4(i. 
47. 



48. 

a:). 

.00. 



.01, 
r)3. 



ij.)., 



.!•;•!. 
iiU. 



llishop 



(Fini e/ec/ffi i?i 1840.) 

Hon. Williud Hall, of Delaware, 
lit. Hfv. VVm. M. Otey, of Tenn. 
Gerard Ralston. Esq., of Eiii^iand. 
Rev.C. Van Ilen-sselaer, D. D, of N. J. 

(First elfcled in 1841.) 

Tliom.'i.s riodi^kin, M. D. of England, 
[lev, E. Burj^ess, D. D., of Mas.s. 
Tliomas II. Ha/,ard, Esq., of R.. L 
Thoma.s Ma.ssio, M. D., of Va. 

{First decled in 1842.) 
Gen. Wiiifie!d Scott, U. S. A. 

{First tledfil in 1843.) 
TToii. L.Cl.C. Ehner, of New Jersey. 
Jame.s llailv. l*2sq. , of .Vliss. 
Rev. G. I^!l,luine, D. D. of N. Y. 

{First elected in 1844.) 

Rev. lieverly Wixu^^h, D. D., 
of the Metli. E\V..,. Cliurch. 

{First elected in 1845.) 

Rev. W. B. JoliMSMi, D. D. ofS. C. 
Mo.ses Sbepiiard, Esq., of Aid. 
Rt. Rev. C. P. Mcllvaine. D.D. of O. 
Rev. J. T. Ed-ar, D. D., of Tenn. 
Rev. P. Lindsley, D. D.,of Ind. 
Mod. J. R, LFsiderwood, of Ky. 

{First elected in 1847.) 

Rev. J. J. Janeway, D. D , of N. J. 
lion. II. L Lmn|>lcin, of Ge.o, 
Janie.'^ Lenox, Esq., of N. Y. 

{First elected in 1848.) 

Rev, .Tosliua Soule, D. D., BI.sliop of 

the M. E. Cluuxh, South. 
Rev. T. C. U pham, D. D , of Maine. 
Moil. Thomas Corwin, of Ohio. 
Hon. Thos. \V. Williams, of Conn. 

{First elected in 1S49,) 

Rev. JoiiM Early, D. D. of Viririnia. 
Rev. Lovick Pierce, D. D.,ofGa. 
Hon. R. .T. Walker, of iVliss. 

(First elected in 1850.) 

Samuel Gnrtiey, Esq., of England. 
CluH'les MoMicken, Esq., of Ohio. 
Joiiii Hell, M. D., of Penn. 

{First dec ted hi 1851.) 

Hon. Charles M. Conrad, of La. 
Rev. Robert Ryland, of Va. 
Hon. Fred. P. Stanton, of Tenn. 

(First elected id 1852.) 

Rev. Nathan Ban.^.s, D. 0., of N. Y. 
John Beveridge, Esq. do. 
lljii. James M. Wayne, of Georgia. 



60. 
61. 

62. 
63, 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
6!>. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 



<6. 
77. 
78. 
79. 



, do. 

, of Miss. 



Hon. Robert F. Stockton, of N.J. 
Hon, Henry W. Collier, of Ala. 

{First fleeted in 1853.) 
Hon. Edward Everett, of Maa.s. 
Mo.i. Washington Hunt, of N. Y 
Hon. Horatio S. Seymour, do 
Hon. Joseph A. Wright, of Ind. 
Hon.Josepli C.lTornblower, of N.J 
Hon. George F. Fort, ofNew Jersey 
Gen. John S. Dorsey, do 
Hon. Ralph .1. Ingersoll, of Conn. 
Benjamin Sillimati, LL. D. do. 
Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Penn 
Hon. Edward Coles, do. 

TT : yi. s 1 T% l^ J. 

itev. n.owara iviuicnm, u. u,, nn. 
Rev. J. P. Durbin, P D 
Edward McGehee, Esq 
Thomas Henderson, Esq., do 
Daniel Turnbull, Esq., o! Ln. 
Hon. Thos. H. Seymour, of Conn. 
Hon. Samuel F. Vinton, of Ohio. 

{First elected in 1854.) 

80. Rev. O. C Baker, of N. H., Bi.shop 

of the M. E. Church. 

81. rion. William Appleton, of Mass. 

82. Hon. Abbot Lawience, of do. 

83. P-ev. E. S. Janes, D. D., of N. Y., 

Bishop 0*' the M. E. Church. 

84. Rev. Matthev/ Simpson, D. D., of 

Pa., Bisliop of the M. E. Church 

85. Rev. Levi Scoit, D. D., of Del., 

Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

86. Rev. R. R. Gurley, of Dist. of Col. 

87. E. R. Albert!, Esq., of Florida. 

88. .ludge Ormond, of Alabama. 
81). Hon. Daniel Cliandler,of do. 
90. Rev. Robert Paine, D. D., Bishop of 

the M. E. Church, South. 
91 Hon. J. J. Crittenden, of Kentucky. 

92. Rev. R.J. Breckenridge, D. D. of ilo, 

93. Solomon Sturires, Esq., of Ohio. 

94. Rev. T. A. Morris, D. D., of do., 

Bishop of the M. E. Church, 

95. Henry Stoddard, Esq , of do. 

96. Rev. E. R. Ame.s, D.' D., of Ind., 

Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

97. Hon. S. A. Douglass, of 111. 

98. Rev. Jus. C. Fitifey, of do. 

99. Hon. Edward Bates, of Mo. 

100. Flon. J. B. Miller, of do. 

101. Hon. W F. Darby, of do. 

102. Rev. N. L. Rice, D. D., of do. 

103. Hon. H. S. Foote, of Cal. 

104. Hon. J. B. Crockett, of do. 

(First elected in 1855,) 

105. Gov. H. Dutton, of Conn. 

After which, the Society adjourned t.9 
meet the 3rd Tuesday in January, 1856, 
Rt 7 o'clock, P. M. 

W. McLAIN, 
Secretary 



MftVUTES OF THE ilOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



13 



Meeting of tlie Hoard— Report of Uomiiiitte*! on Uy-Laws. 



viously appointed, be present, the members 
slitill be railed to order iiy the Srrremry 
of the Sociely, when their first business 
shall be to choose a chairman. 

IV. The [iresiding officer sluill preserve 



Extracts from the Minutes of the Board of Directors. 

The Bnard of Directors of the American 
Colonization Society mettlie IGth January, 
Iti.).'), at 13 o'clock, M., in the basement of 
Trinity Clr.ircli, City of Wasliington . 

Tiie lion J. H. B. Latrobe, President of i '^^der and decorum ; may speak to points 
^ . , . i of order in preference to oilier members ; 

the society, m tlie cliair. ; ^.^^j ^,^^1, questions of order ; sub- 

Afier prayer by the Rev. Dr. llaight of ; ject to an appeal to the Board by two 

i\e\v York, on motion, Dr. D. Meredith i "members, on which appeal no member 

, \r . ■ 1 !' Ktiiill speak more than oj)ce unless by 

Reese, of New York, was appointed bee.- |. 1^,^^.^ J ^j^^ 

rttiiry to the Board, and Dr. J. W. Lu- ji V. The presidin"; officer shall have a 

(;enbeel, Assistant Secretary. i; ''"^-'1"^ "''^''''e »iiy niember to perfo-m the 

' , _ „, o I i I T-. i duties of the chair, but such Kul)S'.itution 

Rev J. Iracy, Henry Stoddard, Esq., -^^^^^^^ adjournment. 

i VI, All commiiteea shall be apj ointed 
; by the presiding officer, unless othfcvwise 
specially directed by tlie Board, in vviiich 
case they shall be appointed by ballot, 
; when a majority of tlie votes taken shall 
; be necessary for an election, and the bal- 
lotting shall be continued until such ma- 



auu Rev. P. Slaughter, were appointed 
the Coinmiltee on credentials. 

Rev. VV. McLain, Secretary of the Soci- 
ety, read the ininutes of the last anttunl 
meeting of the Board, which v^ere ap- 
proved. 

Tiie President of the Society, chairman 
ofiiie Committee appointed at the last an- 
nual lueetiiig of the Board, to prepare By- 
iiiu s I'or the government of the proceedings 
f'f the Board of Directors, presented the 
folbwuig Report, which, on motion, was 
adopted : 

Washington, Jan. IG, 1855. 

To the Hoard of Directors of the Jl, C. S : 

Tlie Committee appointed to prepare by- 
laws for the conduct of the i)usiiiess of 
the fjoard of Directors at its annual m»tt- 
ms, have the honor to present the follow- 
ing Rejiort : 

.Into. H. B. Latiiore, 
Elisha Whittlesey, 
VV. McLain. 

liT LAWS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE AM. 001,. SOC. 

Toiicliiug the duiies of the Presiding Officer. 

Ai't" i resident of the Society shall ! standing commiitee's of the Board accord- 
prifv(ie, when present, at the meetings of j' ing to its several topics, or to special com- 
uie hoard of Directors. | minees, should the .subjects mentioned 

n IM the absence of the President of | therein require it, and the sjime be asked 
ne ^ociety, a c.iairman, to be chosen by I, fur and agreed to bv the Board 
tiie board of Directors, shall preside. 



jorily be obtained. 

; Of the Order of iitisiness of the Jlnnttal 
j jMeelings, 

I VII. If the President of the Society be 
i present when the members assemble ac- 
I cording iti sdji)uriiment of the last annual 
i meeting, he shall call the members to 
order at the h >ur appointed, when their 
first business shall be to choose a Secretary 
to the Board. 

in the aljsence of the President of tlie 
, Society, their first business shall be to 
choose a Chairman, and after that ,i Secre- 
tary to the Board. 

VIII. The Board being organized, a 
! committee on credentials, consisting of 
three members, .shall be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to examine and report 
upon the qualifications of members. 
! IX. The proceedings of the last an- 
nual meeting shall then be read ; after 
which, 

The Annual Report shall be rend by the 
Secretary of the Society charged with its 
preparation, and shall be referred to the 



Jll. Jcshall betheduty of thepresidin 
oiiicer to call the members to order at the 
h'Hir to v/hich the Board shall have ad- 
J'>in-ned at their last ineetin<-. Should 
neither the President, nor a chair.iian pre- 



X. The Annual Report having been 
read, statements or communications from 
the E.veculive Committee shall be next in 
order. 

XI. After which, the pre.siding officer 
shall call for the reports of committees hold- 
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ing overfrom tlie last annual meeting, in the 
ortie.'- in which they appear upon the jour- 
nal of proceedings, and after the reports 
have been presented, sliall call for the re- 
ports of the ajients of tlie Society. 

XII. Tht presiding officer shall appoint, 
at the commencement of each annual ses- 
sion, the following standing committees : 

1. A Committee on Foreign Relations. 

2. A Committee on Finance. 

3. A Committee on Auxiliary Societies. 

4. A Committee on Agencies. 

5. A Committee on Accounts. 
G. A Committee on Emigration. 

The duties of these committees shall be 
to take charge of and report upon the sub- 
ects indicated by the letters of the com- 
mittees respectively, as the same may be 
referred to them. 

Of the Order of Business of the day. 

XIII. The business of each day shall 
be opened with t)rayer, to be oUered by 
such person as may be designated by the 
presiding officer. 

XIV. Subject to the priorities of the 
order of business indicated under the head 
of " Of the order of business for the ses- 
sion," the order of eacii day's business 
while the Board is in session shall be as 
follows : 

1. The reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting, and the correction, if need 
be, of the same. 

2. Reports from Standing Committees. 

3. Reports from Special Committees. 

4. Resolutions. 

5. The orders of the rfay. 

XV. All reports and resolutions shall, 
as presented and read, be laid upon the 
table of the presiding officer, to be called 
up and acted upon in the order of busi- 
ness. 

XVI. No report or resolution other- 
wise ready to be acted on, shall be taken 
np out of its order unless by a vote of two- 
ihirds of the members present. 

XVII. 'I'he business on the table of the 
presiding officer shall be gone through 
with, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Board, in the order already indicated. 

XVili. All motions and resolutions, 
before being olTered, shall be reduced to 
writing. 

XIX. When not otherwise provided 
herein, and so far as they may be applica- 
ble for the preservation of order and facili- 
tating the business of the Board, the 
Rules of the House of Representatives 
shall be in force during the annual meet- 
ings of the Board of Directors. 

XX, These by-laws shall not be altered 



' except with the consent of two-thirds of 
the membe.-s of the Board presetit when 
such proposition to alter them shall b« 
read. 

The Secretary of the Society read the 
Annual Report. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Pennsyl- 
vania, ii was 

Resolved, That the abstract of the An- 
nual Report to be r^id at the meeting of 
the Society this evening, be referred to a 
committee for revision. 

Messrs. Jones, Maclean, Foulke, Phelps, 
and Stoddard were appointed said Com- 
mittee, to which, on motion, the name u 
the President was added, as chairman. 
On motion of Mr. Foulke, it was 
Resolved, That the Treasurer is requestt'd 
to prepare and present to the Hoard at its 
next session a schedule, exhibiting under 
convenient heads, the particulars of eX' 
pendituies which have been reported as 
basis of representation for the State Socie- 
ties respectively. 

The Committee on credentials reported 
the following delegates from State Socie- 
ties ; 

Vermont Colonization Swcicfy.— Gen. Wil- 
liam Nash,* Rev. John Wheeler, D. D., 
Rev. William Mitchell. 

Massachusetts Colonization Society. -B.on. 
Edward Everett, lion. S. H. Walley,' 
Hon. J. Wiley Edmands,^ William Ropes, 
Esq., Dr. William R. Lawrence, Hon, 
James Adams,- Hon. Luther V. Bell, 
Peter Hubbell Esq., John 0. Bradford, 
Esq., Hon. Samuel L. Crocker,* Hon 
Edward Dickinson," Rev. Joseph Tracy.* 
(Eleven vacancies.) 

Connecticut Colonization Society. — Hon. 
H. Dutton,* Hon. John A. Hockwell, 
Hon. James T. Pratt,* Hon. Nathan 

'' Belcher, Commander A. H. Foote,* VVil- 
liam Williams, Esq., W.D.Shipman, Esq.*, 

j Eli Whitney, E.sq.*, Hezekiah Huntington 

ij Esq., James B. Hosmer, Esq.*, Rev. Johc 

i Orcutt,* 
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XeiP York State Colonization Society.— 
Rev. B. J. Haight, D. D.*, Rev. John N. 



f.i/e Directors present.— Rev. \V. McLnin 
of D. C, Henry Stoddard, Esq., of Ohio, 



McLeod, D. D.% Hon. Hamilton Fish, |i Rev, John Maclean, D. D , of N. J., James 



Hon. D S. Gregory,* D. Meredith 
Reese, M. D.*, G. P. Disosway, Esq.*, 
Anson G.Phelps, Esq.*, H.M. Scheiflelin, 
Esq., J. C. Devenmx, Esq. (Six vacan- 
cies.) 

Xew Jersey CGlonizalion Socxely. — Hon. 
Wiliium L. Dayton, Richard T. Haines, 
E:sq.* ' j 

t 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — W. j 
Parker Fouike, Esq.*, William V. Pettit, | 
Esq.% Rev. John Miller,* President VV". 
H. Allen,* Paui T. Jones, Esq.*, William 
Coppinger, Esq.* 

Coloinzali'-n Society of D. C. — Rev. J. 
N. Danforth, J. W. Lugenbeel, M. D.* 

r!>n:tnsa Colonization Sociely. — Rev. P. 
Slftui^luer,* Rev. G. W. Leyburn, Rev. 
W. H. Starr,* Rev. Dr. Sparrow,* Rev. 
Dr. Harrison, Rev. G. D. Cummins,* Rev. 
Ciiatles A. Davis,* Rev. Leroy M. Lee, 
D. D.*, Rev. M. D. Hoge, Rev. James D. 
Coiillintf,* Dr. Ashby, S. S. Baxter, Esq., 
Hon. J. S. Caskie, Hon. William Smith, 
Hon. John Letcher, Hon. Thomae H. 
Bayly^ Hon. Charles J. Faulkner, Hon. 
John S. Millson, Edgar Snowden, Esf]., 
Rev. W. W. Bennett,* Wyndham Rob- 
ertson, Esq., L. P. Bayne, Esq., P. V. 
Daniel, Jr., Esq., Frederick Bransford, 
Esq.* 

Georgia Colonization Society. —Rev. H. 
Al. H.'cuigett.* 

M'misiippi Colonization Society. — Rev. 
H. L. Stanton, D. D.,* Rev. E. B. Cleg- 
horn,* Samuel Hanson, Esq.*, Grafton D. 
Hanson, E.^q.* 

Louisiana Colonization Society. — William 
L. Hodge, Esq.* 

litinois Coionizaiion Society. — Rev. Jaa. 
Mitchell.* 

Missouri Colonization Society.— -Hon. J. j 
G. Miller. 

*Tiiose marlcerj thus {*) were present. 



I Hall, M. D.. of Md., Hon. William Ap- 
pleton of Ma.ssachusetts, Rav. R. R. Gur- 
ley, of D. C. ^ 

Executive Committee present. — Hon. E. 
Whittlesey, Harvey Lind.sly, M. D., 
Joseph H. Bradley, Esq., William Gun- 
ton, E^q. 

Adjourned to .5 o'clock, this P. M. 

The Board met at 5 o'clock, according 
to adjournment. 

The annual statement of the Executive 
Committee to the Board of Directors was 
read. 

The President of the Society, chairman 
of the Committee appointed at the last an- 
nual meeting of the Board, to «« take such 
steps as they shall deem expedieni for ob- 
taining a recognition of the Republic of 
Liberia by the Government of the United 
States," presented the following Report; 

To the Board of Directors 

of the jim. Col. Soc. 
Gentlemen : At tho last meeting of the 
Board, duties were as-signed to the Presi- 
dent that are, properly, the subject of a 
report. 

On the 18fh January, the following re.s- 
okuion vas adopted : 

*^ Resolved, that a comtniltee be appoirtted 
by the President, ot* which liie President 
shall be the chairman, to take such steps 
ae they shall deem expedient for obtaining 
a recognition of the Republic uf. Liberia by 
the United States." 

The committee appointed were, Mr. 
Whittlesey of Ohio, Mr. Williams of 
Connecticut, Mr. W. C. Rives, of Va., 
Judge Underwood of Kentucky, and Dr. 
Stephen Duncan of Mis.'^iesippi 

The names of the committee were not 
published in the proceedings, because it 
was deemed proper, first, to ascertain 
whether the parties would consentto .<-jrve. 

F\\l\ and explanatory letters were at once 
addressed to Mr. Rives, Judge Under- 
wood, and Dr Duncan. 

The reply first received was from Judge 
Underwood, who, writing on the 14ih 
February, gave at length his reasons for 
holding: it to be impolitic to apply to Con- 
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gress 



siiggestinj: 



for recognition : and 
whether it would not be proper in this 
regard, to observe ilie Parliamentary rule, 
and ph>cc' no one on the committee, wlio 
did not tlioroughly favor, in every mode, 
the ol)ject for which it wns raised. 

llefore iiearing from Judge Underwood, 
the President had obtained, tiiroujh thc- 
}{indness of Mr. Whittlesey, who made 
the appointment, an interview with Mr. 
Clayton, who wa.s known to be a friend of 
African Colonization, and who had, when 
Secretary of State, sent Mr. Gurley to 
Liberia, to report ur>on the condition of the 
Republic. 

The cf usultation with Mr. Clayton was 
frank arid full. He gave it as his very 
decided opinion that the most Judictous 
ceurse would l)e to biing the matter before 
the Senate in the shape of a treaty, which 
eouiu be mnde by the President on the 
one jfart, and Mr. McLain, already uu- 
lliorised to t^jis end, on the other. The 
making and ratification of such a treaty 
would, Mr. Clay ton suggested, be asam[tle 
a recognii-ion as Lil)eria cou d desire. 
When the measure came before the Sen- 
ale, he promised that ii should receive liis 
earnest advocacy. 

After seemg Mr. Clayton, and in tlie 
absence of any replies from the Southern 
members of the comniit ee, it was deemed 
prudei t to caii upon Mr. Moses Corwin 
of Ohi», who i)ad introduced a resolution 
into the House of Representatives, where 
it was then lying, waiting to be called up 
for consideration, — suggesting that he 
should let the .subject rest for tlie present, 
as it was, in that Jjody. The kind services 
of Mr. Whittlesey were here again c dled 
into requisition, and the interview wit!; 
rJr. Corwin that was obtained through liis 
introduction was entirely satisfactory. 

When, therefore, the letter of Judge 
Undfrwood was received, objecting to an 
application to Congress, it was at once 
rejilied to, with a statement of what is 
here detailed ; the objections of Judge 
Underwood were removed, and he author- 
ized the use of his name on tlie committee 
under date of March 4th. 

This was so far satisfactory, that it gave 
tlie weight of Judge Underwood's opinion, 
in additit)n to Mr. Clayton's, in favor of a 
commercial treity, as the best shape into 
which to j)ut the matter of recofrnition. 

Dr. Duncan's reply to the letter ad- 
dressed to him was delayed by his ab- 
sence from home, until the 17th February, 
•when he writes, 

" 1 must beg leave tc decline the use of 
my name for the proposed purpose. I am 



very sure the present i^ a very unproiii- 
tious period for the agitation of such a 
project. J fee! assured it would not only 
be defeated now ; but its future prospei-is 
piejudiced by the mere agitation of the 
question at the present juncture. " 

From Mr. Rive-i no reply was receiv-d 
until llie 18lh April ; when he declined tiie 
appointment as a member of ilie connnittee. 

Mr. Rives, in his letter, called attention 
to the fact, quoting Jellerson's notes on 
Virginia, that the committee of revisers in 
that State, in 177G, proposed, when a coi- 
ony in Africa should be established, to 
declare them a free and independent people, 
and to extend to them our alliance and 
protection til! they should have acquired 



sirerigih." 



Mr. Rives offered no oljestion to th&' 
proposed measure, in hif! letter, indeed he 
c(n)cludes it by saying that what the so- 
ciety contemplated was even less than had 
been suggested in Virginia in 177G, and 
placed his refusal to act on the conimiiiee 
on the ground that he had entirely with- 
drawn from all connection with federal 
politics and being most anxious to kecj> 
himself completely disetitangled (rom 
them, which he might not be able to do, 
if he consented to serve on a committee, 
that might, directly or indirectly, involve 
him in tliem. 

In selecting the committee, it liad been 
thought advisable to place upon it a major- 
ity from the slaveholding states, which it 
was important should take the initiation in 
the matter, and the result of the corres- 
pondence here detailed was discouraging. 

Still there would be no harm dons in 
moving in the matter of a treaty ; and an 
opportunity was taken of mentioning the 
subject to a leading inembei" of the admin- 
istration, who proposed an interview at a 
future day, of which notice was to be given 
by l(iir<, but from whom however I'oihing 
further was heard. 

In truth, by this time, the Nebraska 
excitement tltroughout the country al)- 
sorbed all other questions connected di- 
rectly or indirectly with the colored popu- 
lation — and this excitement continuing 
during the entire session of Congress and 
even after it had adjourned :n August, the 
liest judgment seemed to consider a sus- 
pension of ail proceedings looking towards 
recognition, until the Board again met, and 
the proper course to be adopted might, on 
full consultation, i)e determined on. 

The subject of the recognition of the 
Independence of Liberia by the United 
States is therefore again before the Board 
for its consideration. 
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Agency in Europe. 



The letters that have been referred to in 
tliis connection wiil be found in the letters 
of tiie President, written and received, 
wliicii are at the disposition of the Board. 

On the 19th January 1854, the Board 
after adopting the report <>f Mr. Miller on 
the })ronosed agency in Europe passed the 
following resolution : 

" Rf.sclved, that the President of the 
American Colonization Society comniuni- 
rate to President Roberts the proceedings 
of this Society relative to the appointment 
of a special agent to Europe." 

pursuance of this resolution, and in 
season to be in readiness tor the first op- 
].<)itunity from the United Sf^ites, direct, 
to Lilieria, the following letter was ad- 
dressed to President Roberts under date of 
the 17tli February. 

Baltimore, Febnisry 17-. 1854. 

Ilis Excellency, J, J. Roberts, 
President of Liberia. 

Dear Sir : I have to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the — last, and to 
thank you for the kind manner in which 
you are pleased to speak of my election 
to the Presidency of the American Colo- 
niziition .Society. 

At tiie late meeting of the Board of 
Directors a resolution was adopted look- 
ing to the appointment of an agent to visit 
Europe. 

Tiie Board acted under the impression 
timt such an agency in the hands of a ju- 
ilieious and intelligent person might have 
beneficial results in exciting the sympa- 
thies of the people in the causo of African 
Colonization, and awakening a mnre active 
interest there in behalf of the R''.'i)ublic, 
its expansion and its influence in the civil- 
iziition and christianizaiion of Africa. 

The Board were solicitous that their 
proceeding in this regard should be prop- 
erly appreciated by the Government of 
Liberia, and that they should not be con- 
strued into a desire on the part of the Board 
to interfere in any way with their political 
relatiotis, which had heretofore been so i 
;«bly and satisfactorily managed by your- \ 
self ';s the representative of your country j 
in tiie old world : but to a willingness to ■ 
co-operate as efficiently, as it might be in ' 
their power to do, in everydiing calculated 
in any way to promote the welfare and 
prosperity of the Republic. 

Hence their reijuest that the President 
of the Society should communicate with 
you directly upon tlie subject, and 1 can- 
not fulfil the task assigned to me better 
than by stating to you what I have put 

2 



down in regard to the motives that have 
governed tlseir action on this occasion. 

If any one teeling was more promineni. 
than another at the late meeting of the 
Board, it was a feeling of high gratification 
at theadmirable manner in which the Gov- 
ernment and people of Liberia were illus- 
trating their claim to a high, and honora- 
ble position in the family of independent 
nations. * 

The letter to President Rolierts contained 
much more than we have extracted, but 
nothing further in relation to the mission 
to Europe. 

The following reply to it was rec'iived 
in due course : 

GOVF.RN'MENT HoUSE, 

Monrovia, .'^/iri/ 15, 1354. 

Hon. J. H. B. Latrobe, 

President of the .1. C. S. 

Sir : By the Barque Linda Stewart, I 
have had the lionor of your favor of the 
17th February, communicating to me a 
tesolution of the Board of Dii-eclors, of 
the American Colonization Society, adopt- 
ed at their late meeting, looking to the ap- 
pointment of an agent to visit Europe. 

The Bonrd," you remark, «' were soli- 
citous that their proceedings in this regard 
should be properly appreciateil by the 
Government of Lil)eria, and that they 
should not be construed into a desire on 
the part of the Board to interfere in any 
way with their political relations, which 
had heretofore been so ably and satisfiic- 
corily managed in tlie old world — but to a 
willingness to co-operate as efTu iently as it 
might be in their power to do, in every 
thing calculated in any way to promote the 
welfare and prosperity of the Republic." 

Notice of the resolution to which you 
refer, had reached us via England previous 
to the arrival of the Linda Stewart, and I 
regret to say caused tio little speculation 
among the people here, not that they en- 
tertain the slightest anprehen.sion that the 
Board have any desire to interfere with the 
political relations subsisting between thi.*? 
Government and European powers, or that 
the Board would, advisedly, adopt any 
measures calculated to injure the prospects 
of Liberia in the slightest degree : still it is 
feared this contemplated agency may in 
some respects operate agaiiist her interests 
in Europe. At no previous period has there 
been so strong a teeling in Europe in favor 
of Liberia as at the present time, and we 
have ancouraging hopes of receiving from 
that quarter direct assistance to Liberia, 
especially from those Governments tha 
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Itcporl of <Joi!!mitt«<! on Exploration eastward ot'Liberiii. 



iiixve tu'ktiii'.vleilg'ji] the imlepeiiiJeace of I most important one, of ninny efforts that 

tlie Republic.. j were niade in many quarters tn the same 

In regiud to this matler, I cnuld wish ! end ; and the agency of the Pres-jdenl in 

that the Huiird had propdscd the co-ojier- | the matter is noticed on this occasion only 

ation of the GoveruiMent Iveie. It strikes j becar.se lie assumed to make the leiier in 

me, sir, that an.nctri ufacticMi in a meas- i, question ofCv ial, 'oy signing it as the Pres- 

iire alike im|>ortant to the interests of Li- j ident of the Society, 

heria as the cau.-^e of colmii/ation in the i The correspondence of the President, 

Uniii'd Slates, Wduhl most It!-, ely result in i which has largely increased during the 

great good Id liiith. ^ * I past yc-ar, shows the matters to which hia 

The reniaiucur of tiie letter t-rom Presi- i attention has been called, but does not 

dent I'uberts ii. i« unnecessary to quote in j require to be made the subject oi'a report: 



this comiectio!! i s-liiing as it docs to other 
matters. 

The Prosidetii's ledor was received on 
the Tihof .lui.e, just two weeks after a 
letter had been nctivtil from tlie llev. 
IVIr. Miller, the mover of the rt-solutions 
regarding the Muropean iigency, end using 



as already stated, the volumes containing ii 
are at the disposition of the T.Joard. 

J. II. B. Latrobr, 
President of the Jl. C. S. 
Baltimore, January 13; 1855. 

Mr. Foulke, chairman of the Committee 



a comnumi'Mtioi! from Dr. li.dch, decli- ; appointed at the last annua! meetingof the 
nin:i: the appointment under them, which i , . , , 

the Board are aware iu.d been let dered to i " '"'^^ ^^'^P^ ^^'^V 

him. — The letter of Mr. .Miller iind Dr. I deem expedient for obtainin£r a completion 
liaicn'scommimiration Nvere at once for- I exploration by the Government of 

warded to the hxeoutive (.-"mmiltce. I . , 

The view of the wiiole mati-.r taken by j t^'e Unued States of the country lyin? east 

President I'obert.s made any fui ther ai'tion j of Liberia in Africa," presented the f il- 

looking to the appointment of another , lowiii"- Report : 

agent inexjiedient, even had it iuen con- \ n 1 " 

templated by the Board, ami iiotliing h;is i The Comrnittee to whom was referred 
since been done in regard to it. The | the suljject of an exploration by the Gov- 
foregoing re[>ort covers all the niiittera j eminent of the Unile«l States of t-lie cnmi'ry 
especially committed to tiie I'Mesidenl by i eastward of Liberia, respectfully report: 
the Board. i That the chairman of the cnni'iiittee 
Tiie rejiort on the Ijy-lawM, where lie is ; having been informed by the Honorftliie 
associated witli the Chairman of the Kx- \ Secretary of the Navy that the appropri- 
ecutive Commiiiee and the Secretary , will i ations needed by his department would 
be made sej<arai.e!y from this convmunica- ; be so large, for special objects, as prolui- 
tion. I bly to absorb ail the funds which tlie 
In the moiuh of .?nne last a proposition \ Houses of Congress would be witlini; (o 
was introduced into the Senate of the j H]q>ly to purposes to be accompiishfJ 
United States, hxddi g to an a.ln-ogiition of : tiu-ough his De|iartment, and Commander 
so much of tlie Ashbnrton treaty as re- i Lynch having been ordered to service on 
quired llie United St ites to mainiiiin a^ the coast of Sotiih America, and the meiins 
.S(piadron i>f a i;iven force ujion 'h*^ coast j at the command of the committee hein:; 
of Africa, wliicli it was •<in(lerst(u'd was j t.io limited to jrive reaso!»ab!»i ground fur 
looked upon wl!'> no disfavor in ceriain } hope of obtaining any majority i)y a can- 
quarters, and which at one time, it was jj vassof the memliers of Congress, no ai'live 
thought would Lie adopted v,-ith'.)ut any v measures were taken at the last session, 
serious opposition. ; In view of the imjiortance of the su!iject 



The occasion seenud one in which the 
President of ihe Society niiL''ht, without 
impropriety, slate piiljiiciy ilu: views that 
it miiilit be suppo.-^i-d coloiiizationist.s 
M'ould getierally take in reu^aid to a matter 
of such vital interest to llie cause in which 
they are en^a^ed. 

A leLier Wiia aci (n-din<:!y addressed to 
vSenator Pear.-e, of jM;irylanii, \\Ww\\ with i M,.. Foulke, chairman of the Committee 
his conseni . w.is ni-iii!ed ill tlif iiewsnnoers, I • , . , ■ • 

and was noti. ea tlirough liie cMuiiry. It ; ^^PP^mted at the .-ast annual meetmgof the 
was but one, ami not by any meiins the ; Board, to report to the present meeting 



i referred to your committee, it is respect- 
' fully recomme ulcd that the Board con- 
! tinue their careful attention to it. 
j W. Pauker Foulke, 

El,IS}IA WllITTLESET, 

W.McLai.v, 

Coinmitite. 
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Rej ort of Conimitlce on Ucprcscntatioii oi r<tat<r j^oi ii-fif^. 



"a mode in wliicl\ the rfiiresentatioii of •' in ndmission at pnriicuhu" sessions of the 

U,e State Societies slnUl thcreafteiMip- :: ^'^^^^^^^^ , . , ■ 

.1 J! liese MU'jects \v:ll lie treated in the 
pnriioned," presented the following re- i ^,,^1^,. j,!^;,, I,,,,.,, i,^.^.,, 

jiort : ;j 1- 1" asi'ortainiji'j^ ihe <)l>j(,r,fs of e.n nn- 

!; nuit! represent.-itio.i of St;ite Societies in 
To the Board of Directors o/ Jl. C. S.: ^j,,, American IJoi.kI, ihc c.^iuniiitee have 

The undersigned Committee, appointed : t{il;tn into ooDsidi'iaiimi the lliot, that 
l«v resolution nt the last meetinir of the ■ ihoi^e societips are t'r;:.:iii;-.( d a.?, unxi.'ia- 
Himrd to report "a mode in v-hi-vl! the , ries, hiaving an !!H!e[.;:iiiioiii rnri^tiuiency, 
representation of the St-ate St.'cielies shall : and l.-earing to t!>e pin eni Ssm it-ty tiie r«- 
lii" hereafter apportioned," now respect- i lutions proper to n fnlfral head. Tin's 
fully report : head controls the i-iimiaon p<ili<"y ; but it 

The constitution of the American So- relics {'or its vi^rcir ai.d i ( .'iuur es upon the 
cieiy provides that each State and Terri- \\ activity of tlie local >ii ;raiii7aiiniis, to each 
toria! Society, awl the Society for the of whidi a i:iarti'"u!:ir disii i<>t i.s f xcliiaive- 
District of Columbia, "shall be entitled to ;> ly assigned as ii field of laimr. Hence, 
one delegate for--<n'ery five hundred dol- \} for a knowledge of the facts p-ecuhar to 
lars paid nito the Treasury of this Society each distrittt, and f'lT advice fniiiided upon 
within the year previous to the annua! an intimate assocatitMi wiih its iidiah- 
ineeting " In tlie practical construction i itanis, the Board at, W'ashnigton is pre- 
<if this clause through a series of years, pumed to look to the lei.rcsf ntaiives from 
'!;e'.e have been adopted for the io^al so- ;, that district. It thus j-iso a'^piires the 
cicties dillerent rules, the efiect of wh ch | means (d' reconcilipi: (iiticrt net s of policy 
has been not only to destroy the equality or rneih.od when these conlhct with tlie 
whifh was originally intended, and which !; liainiony of the entire sysitiu. To this 
i;; obviously proper in the application of a 1 end the annual fret* conterence f;f dele- 
ronstitutional provision, but also renders i uates is of itself important. The })er.sons 
liiioertain the limits of representation from \ sent as delegates to ihe National Heard 
Vfiir to year. Tims, in some Stales (f(tr | are usually such as havf been actively 
.xainple Virginia, New York, and Penn- | (Mi;ra<.Td ni the State Sdcic'irs during the 
sylvatiia,) no account is t^iken of the prtceilliig year, Gmu iims liic iucal councils 
gniss receipf-s, but the net sum which \ are eniightened liy nni rrdnnnuuications 
tintls its way to the treasury of the parent | of experience and (.ipiiiuai. Alorcfivef the 
i'>ociety, IS made the buvsis of representn- I /.(-al of all who pariicit iitr in such infer- 
tinn. In other States the accounts with j course is .stimulated, .iud the s.-dpe of 
the chief treasury are so kept xh.ui a por- ! ihoir dtsii/hs cnlar^jod at !t;e ivem-rai nieet- 
tioii at least of the working expenses are j ing of friends <if c!;|niii/.;i!inii. There 
i:) eilect credited as u basis. I rtsuits a fresh im| itisc m die niove;iienls 

2'J. The American Society has, by : of the aiixibary sucjeiii-s in tlic-ir re-^pec- 
s'lecial appeals for particular dbjects, ob- i live districts, and \\\\;<, vv'jiic ihe central 
tallied contributions fron; ciii^.'^ns of States ^^nvernnient is iufi.-nncd , aiid i;;; (Ii::creiioa 
in winch auxiliary societies were in ope- ' jiiuardcil, the ageiic't-s ni ih;ii:fdiaio con- 
lation at the time of such contributions, , nexion wiili thf: pubi;c miiid are ei, livened 
and lias ))ro tanlo assumed the work of ; and [iropcrly directed. 

such societies. i In onler to «>nc< .nr >"■«' dio increase of 

3. A portion of the general coUections ! contriiiuiimis to tl-.e ciii,-! trcasurv, and to 
of Slate Societies has been in some in- 1 fx souic siaodard \'V v.lii' li in aiiportien 
stances approjiriated to the making of ' die weitrlit due to liie .soxiliari' s in the 
Life Directors by the payment ad hoc into I de'dieraiaiiiM and !■• .-n n; ions ci liie JN'a- 
f-lie chief trvjrtsury of the sum required liy ' turn 1 IJoard, the *. ^ 'i.si : I'l.u lUJikes the 
the constitution, and ichas been supposed j nunib'er of delegat; s (;;-|.i:'i/(!fiii. upon the 
tliai the ?anie money, after having been ! amoiu't id" aiino '! i .ly ni'Miis. Tlii.s 
thus clTsciively applied, might be reck- . standard, which noisi i »^ n: any cin-iim- 
fiiied as the i)osi:i of annual representa- j ywuices iuiperfect, ^o m .i peculiar de- 
df>n. j .Yree when appliei! '.<< i-n ' !;c<iiii i-icied sys- 

4. in the estimate of such basis the con- t'.-ni id" Strite Sl^'■:• ' i- snut of v.hiclv 
f'ltution has been said to provi'le no tcr- wwi^-' i'C : ■ liie (irs^ -v.-'> .• nf lU-vi iiMaumt, 
mini for computation, and it ha.s resul'ed land all if vvliiidi .n.-i i.c m .i c.i.Kiuion 
tliat difi'erences of opinion have arisen j of pr<.jj(ss i -y v.ork,^ 
rciijiecting the number of delegates entitled ; vviiich p^ .'.\!t.s i! ■ • • n of every 

■i 
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auxiliary, find during^ which a connexion 
with the parent society is of pectliar prac- 
ticnl importance, must be performfu be- 
fore tiie receipts can become larg# enough 
i» pay expenses, and also to fnrniah a net 
basis of representation. Hence, to aflTord 
to the smaller States and those in which 
societies are of recent origin, an oppor- 
tunity to participate in the transaction of 
affairs of common interest, it would be 
requisite to credit them with the gross 
produce of tlieir agencies. The practical 
advaiitM^e of this course has been recog- 
nized by the New York Colonization 
Journal,' and by the Virginia Coloniza- 
tionist, and your committee believe that 
it deserves to be received as an influential 
consideration in the defining of a basis of 
representation. Upon the whole it is con- 
cluded : 1st. That whatever basis shall 
be adopted, it ought to be as nearly uni- 
form as possiiWe for all auxiliary societies, 
2d. That it ought to be such as to give to 
the societies having the fewest resources 
the earliest opportunity of which the con- 
stitution admits for active imniediat* con- 
nection with the parent board. 3d. That 
to accomplish these objects each society 
should bf credited with its total expendi- 
tures, all of these being regarded as con- 
tributions to the chief treasury, but as 
partly disbursed for convenience by the 
local agency. An intry upon the other 
side of the account will show the deduc- 
tion made by such disbursement, and the 
balance of tht account will shew the 
net surplus?, if any. 

One oi»vious and great benefit would di- 
rectly accrue to the pftient Board from 
the adoption of this mode. It cannot be 
doubled that in judging of the economy 
of the whole system of organizations 
through which the policy of African colo- 
nization is executed, the comparative ex- 
pense and 'Vuitfulnessof each auxiliary, and 
the proportion of the total pecuniary expen- 
diture to the results secured must be impor- 
tjuit elements. Again, the intercommuni- 
cation of knowledge of this kind must exert 
a salutary iiilluence upon the auxiliaries 
through thfiir respective delegates, by 
checkrng extravagance, and by stimulating 
both inquiry and zeal. Thus, in the de- 
tails of fis'.a! agency, we may promote 
caution, eiiierpri.^e, and thrift, and in the 
general m.-uiaiiernent obtain more compre- 
hensive views of the economy of our great 
work. 

The principal objections which are 
known to Itave been taiggested against 
the cunclusiiu.s of your Ammittee are the 
iuliowing : 



1st. That the accounts of the finnncia; 
oflicer of the American. Society will be in- 
conveniently enlarged, and that he will 
be compelled to encounter the labor 
examining the Touchers for all expenJi- 
ture.s. 

It is sufficient, in reply to this objection, 
to say that as the auxiliary 5ocieiie.=s are 
not responsiblf to the American Society 
as principal in relation to the expenditure 
of monies, but owe their reckoning to the 
contributors ; and aa the object of the pro- 
posed account is the single one of ascer- 
taining the number of delegates to be 
admitted to the American Btard, there 
will be no necessity for entering into the 
details of expenditure. The notice of de- 
ductions for expenses will be made solely 
to discharge the Treasurer from responsi- 
bility for more than his own actual receipts. 
If comprised in a single item, his entry 
will be sufficiently explicit for this purpose. 
If if should bethouglit important hereafter 
to subdivide the gross deductions so ns 
to show the principal objects of local ex- 
penditures, some general rule can at 
any time be established by the deleirates 
when in conference at the session of tlie 
Board of Directors. 

2d. Another objection suggested is thnt 
by adapting the basis of gross receipts 
the delegations may become too large f'u- 
convenience. 

In answer to this it may be said tlia'. 
the work undertaken by the American 
Society is to transport a large body of peo- 
ple from the United States to Africa ; to 
urge the exploration of the latter country; 
and to promote among the millions of it.'' 
inhabitants arts, commerce, and general 
christian civilization ; and to accomplish 
these objects by the aid of voluntary con- 
tributions from the citizei>s of every Stale 
of our Union, and by other instrumen- 
talities governed by public opinion, ami 
that consequentty it is important to have 
a constant direct connexion with every 
influential district of every State. It will 
be remembered that the American Coloni- 
zation Society does not hold with the Board 
of Directors the same practical relation 
which exists for most other associations. 
There is not in that society a numerous con- 
stituency, of which the Board of Directors 
is merely the Executive Committee. Our 
Board is the representation of the State 
•Societies, and therefore ol their constitiun- 
cy , and hence mu.st be a numerous body w 
perform its theoretical functions. The 
time' may come, perhaps ought to be l)a.s- 
leneSt, when several delegates from eacn 
of more than thirty States sli>.all ttssembU 
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at Washington with reference to African 
(,ilonizati»n. In that case, the chief in- 
ciiiivetiiences of a numerous assembly 
must be encountered, whatever the basis, 
whether embracing the gross, or restricted 
to the net receipts. 

It may be added that the cost of each 
delegation being in proportion to the nuni- 
i'cr of its members, the State Societies will 
be restrained by this consideration from 
unnecessarily enlarging their representa- 
tion. 

The number of delegates from the larger 
States will be in any case less dispropor- 
tioiied to that from the smaller, if we in- 
cluded the expenses in a!l cases. In the 
present early stages of our undertaking, 
the committee are influenced mainly by 
the ideas of equality and effectiveness in 
the rule of representation, particularly as 
this may affect the younger and weaker 
local organizations. 

11. With reference to moneys collected 
directly by the officers of the parent so- 
ciety, within the limits of territory as- 
signed respectively to State organizations. 
It appears to have been the rule of the 
Hoard of Directors to credit each State 
Society with the funds received in this 
way from contributors within its juris- 
diction, and therefore the extent of the 
Imsis in any such case could not have been 
immediately afiected as respects actual rep- 
re.sentation upon the funds so obtained 
Cut it ought not to be overlooked that the 
eificiency af the State Societies depends 
upon the confidence which they can excite 
ill tlieir respective districts, and that this 
cociidencei as well as the liveliness and 
closeness of the public sympathy with 
fheni, are due in part to the frequency and in 
part to the success of their efforts, and that 
01 these causes the former is embarra.ssed 
by external intervention, and the latter 
apparently diminished by the transit of 
funds through independent agencies, and 
tliat even the satisfaction and zeal of the 
niembers and officers of the local societies 
may be affected by a diminution of the 
visible proceeds of their labors. More- 
over, looking to the perfection of the great 
system which w« are con^structing, it ap- 
pears desirable that as far a« practicable 
the State Societies shall be the collecting 
agents of the parent society within the 
States respectively. Thus a symmetry of 
dui-ies and responsibihties may be main- 
tained, and a nearer approach be secured 
to simplicity and uniformity. The im- 
ptirtance of this view will be more clearly 
seen when it is remembered that agents 
01 State Societies? are continually travelling 



in order to awaken public attention, and 
to ask contributions to the treasuries of 
those societies, and that the cdinpensation 
of some of those ngenls is a pcr-centtige 
upon their collections. 

III. In relation to life directorships the 
remarks of the comniittfe will be under- 
stood as not proposiiig any retrospective 
action, but as directed only t« the estiiblish- 
ment of a future construction of the consti- 
tution. 

1. The original design of life director- 
ships appears to have been by the promise 
of a permanent and hotjorable share in the 
management of the Society's aflhii-s. to 
encourage, in addition to ordinary contri- 
butions, special donations of one thousand 
dollars each. The phra-seology of the 
constitution, (Article S) is, "any citizen 
paying the sum of one thousancj dollars 
shall be a director for life." The office is 
not created as a reward of zealous service, 
nor a.s a grade of function among the 
•gents who conduct our business The 
only «|ualiftcation it requires in addhion 
to citizenship, is the payment, ad hoc, of 
the sum of money mentioned. It seems 
to be obvious that the sole primary object 
was to enlarge the amount of contribu- 
tions. The siiTiilar prnctice of other so- 
cieties coifirms this view. Other motives 
may influence the contributions of money 
so applied, e. g., when persons cotnbine 
to bestow a life directorship upon one as 
a testimonial of respect, or to secure fu- 
ture services in the Board ; but the con- 
stitution expresses only the requisite above 
stated. 

2. There is no express provision for a 
duplicate representation upon any sum cf 
one thousand dollars. The money per- 
forms its office in tlie creation of a Life 
Director, and to use it a^ain for the pur- 
pose of making a basis for two annual 
delegates, would be an excess beyond the 
express warrant of the clause in que-stion. 
This is true, hawever the sum employed 
may have been obtaitied, wheliier by a 
special appropriation by a State Society, 
from funds in its treasury, or by gift of 
indiriduals for the same object. Whether 
or not State Societies ought so to apply 
their general futids, is a question to 
be primarily settled between them and 
their contributors ; but the Aiuerican 
Board can see only the fact that the sura 
required by the conslitutioit has been paid 
into its treasury to make a Life Director, 
Being actually receiTed for this; purpose^ 
the money cannot properly be supposed 
to have been received a second time for 
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nnotljcr | iirfjosc, viz : tliat of represeiita- , tluit which results from the words of the 
tion of a Statf; S.viciy. clansa in question taken accord irifr to com- 

'i. It may !-f- "ipj/ f't; (i ihat svhen individ- jnon intendment. It is believed tliat 
yals in any Stitre 1:1 vf di. ctly to the Ame- wlienerer an interpretation of our t'undii- 
ricaii Sur.it'ty the sum 11: One ihoiKsiiiid dol- - mental ]a\r other than the most obvious 
lars to m«k<? a LilV I »i! c( i<>r.shi[>, the rnorif-y one, i.^ to be adopted, it should be formni- 
rnu.st lie !<'!.- a rchd ■■•.s » part of the total !y presented to the Board by resolution, 
receipts from tli;it .Siiie, and, therefore, ; aiai fully discusssd, so that both the pecti- 
accordni<; to liit u.s,u;«.s of tlie Ariiericiin : liar interpretation, and the reasons for it, 
Board, on «,'ht to be rti koned with i»iher ; may bs brought under general notice, 
receip's in favor (.f ilie society of that The value of representation to the State 
Suite in dfif I iiiiiiinir the nuu>l>er of its Societies is yearly growing, and lookinij 
delfi^ntes 'I'iie answ er to this argument , to the futurt; increase of the work to he 
is thai the cuisiiL iiioii does not make ^ done by the National Board, we have 
nil money-'" cfimin;:; iVoni any Stalt a basis | ^M-ouml for expecfino^ the claim for adinis- 
of represeniatioii, imt he unnvoidibh- c 11- j sion of dele;;ate3 to be strictly urgeii, par- 
alruction is that foe t-very five hundred >, ticularly at periods of peculiar interest 
dollars paid l>y a S't ilc Socielij, it shall be !: such as are likely to occur. The Stale ho- 
entitlcd to out' and it is only by : cieties have a ryrht of representation to the 

a fiction which mu j.o (-.s all coniribiilion-i ! extetit permitted by the constitution, and 
from a State to lit from (or by reason of) |. it is not in the power of the Board to 
the Society of tliai ?^'!;\ie, that the ivholeof j abi'i(ige tha: riirhi for the sake of conveni- 
such money is [it-i iniitcd t» beconu' basis ence. If, therefore, the words of the law 
of reitreseniaiion. Such sums as ju e paid are clear, the routine of office must be con- 
for Life Dire .'t'>r.s!i;|,s ;<.re, tiierefore, tone, farmed ;o them. 

cof!sidered. as tholl^il ihey h.id lieeii in the | In practice it has happened that the con- 
treasury of a State Society J and thence | venience of an auxiliary society has made 
paid to the chief treasiiry, in which cases, j it expedient to delay the completion of its 
as is Rb«ve shown, the lunction of that, annual collections ur>til after the close of 
payment is exliausied by its first aoplica 1 the general fiscal year, and as the theory 
tion. i, assumed excluded a representation upon 

4. To complelf the circle of reasoning; \\ moneys so obtained, delegates constituted 
it may be added thai f(>r "every five bun- j thereupon have applied to the B<iard for 
dred dollars" pnid liy a Society, the | admission, if the delayed payments were, 
constitution expressly ;,'ives one delegate, p in consequence of such admission, in- 
therefore two for too such sums. To eluded in the ;)ri«<e(i report of the Anseriran 
allow also a Life Direcror-ship would be to \ Society for the previous fiaca) year, the 
give more efficieticv to the money than is j; Treas:irer ia not properly responsible for 
expressed in the law. ' ;| the irreiriilarity. It seems due to the 

IV. With respect to the termini of the ; symmetry of his acccounts that he be aided 
year of representation the constitution \. by a fixed rule. 

(article f)) allows one flelcirate "for every li There is no fiscal year mentioned in the 
five hundred dollar'^ paiil into the treasury j! constitution, and we are therefore left to 
within thf xjeur /u rri-M/'i to the annual mtd- | tl'.e ordinary meaning of the words of the 
tug." By article 4, this annual mec-ting ' ijth article, explained by the 4th. That 
is to take place on the third Tu(>K(!av in it was not designed to reduce «// payments 
January. The obvious meaninir, therefore, to one period of reckoning for privileses 
is that the year ruiif-; to the third Tuesday in tlicreby obtained, is evident from the fact 
January. But the Tre isurer of tiie Society that by the 3d article erery citizen who pays 
must prepare his report of finances in sea- ; one dollar to the funds of the Society is 
son for presentation at the annual meetinii;, made a member of it " for one year from 
and his fi-sf^al yeir ends on the 31st of De- the time of srich payment." 
cembtrj, and 'it has been thought incon- [ There can be little inconvenience in fol- 
venient to hav* too annual periods of . lowing the words of the constitution, 
account. The "year," nicntioneu in the | The methodical procedure of the Board in 
5th article, has been taken to mean fiscal \ ascertaining the delegates entitled to ad- 
year, so as to entitiie the treasurer to close ; mission, recjuires that there be prepared 
his nccount of basis upon the 3i-st of De- j «nd presented on th| authority of the 
cember. li Trea.surer, at. the opSiing of the annual 

Whatever the Bo«rd may think proper; session, a schedule exhibitinf the amounts 
to do, the committee do not feel at liberty 1 received from the State Societies respec- 
to act up»n any construction other than!; lively, during the previous year; and \l 
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cannot, appreciably mU\ to the trouble of 
preparing such a schedule, to insert in it 
liie receipts belwee)i the 31st of Deceniher 
aiul (lie 3tl Tuesday of January. To the 
printed report of the officer, this schedule 
nii^lit be appended under aii appropriate 
head, as a separate exhibit for the general 
inf«-»rmatioii of members of the American 
and auxiliary societies; but it would in no 
particular interfere with the routine of the 
Treasurer's books. His fiscal year would 
remain th^ same us heretofore ; and 
upon Ins presentation of ihe schedule to the 
Board, the subject would cease to require 
his attention. 

Upon the whole, the committee invite 
the decision of the Board upon the follow- 
ing resolutions. 

1, Resolved, that in the accounts of the 
Treasurer of the American Colonization 
Society, the societies auxiliary to it shall 
be respectively charged with the gross 
amount of their collections of monies for 
the objects of said American Society, and 
shall be credited by all payments made by 
them, as far as such collections and pay- 
ments shall come to the knowledge of the 
treasurer by oHicial report to him on the 
part of such auxiliaries respectively. 

2. Resolved, that at the opening of eacli 
stated yearly session of this Board it shall 
he the duty of the Treasurer to present to 
it a schedule exhibiting the total amount 
of collections and payments made for the 
objects of the American Colonization So- 
ciety by each auxiliary society d iring the 
twelve months, ending at the then next 
preceding annual meeting of the said 
American Colonization Society ; and the 
evidence of said collections and payments 
for thi.s purpose shall be the legular entries 
in suidTreasurer's official books of account, 
and as to any particulars not comprehend- 
ed in said entries such certificates signed 
by the Treasurers of the auxiliary societies 
respectively as slmll be received by him 
before said annual meeting ; and all pay- 
ments made for life directorships shall be 
sepanvtely suited in said scliedule. 

Resolved, that with the exception of any 
payments for life directorslsips the schedule 
required by the foregoing resolution shall, 
to the extent of the payments therein cred- 
ited to the auxiliary societies, be prima 
facia evidence of the number of deiegaies 
to which said societies shall respectively 
bs entitled under the fifth article of the 
constitution. 

Resolved, that no money appropriated to 
the makirig of a life director shall be reck- 
oned as basis of representation of any 



auxiliary sn.^iety under the fifth article of 
the constitution. 

liesolvcd^ that a copy of the foregoing res- 
olutions be Airnished by the Executive 
Committee, to each auxiliary society, with 
a request to furnish to the Treasurer of the 
American Colonization Society the certifi- 
cates therein luentidued. 

In relation to collections by the parent 
society, in States or districts in which an 
auxiiihry society exists, the committee 
recommend u strict adherence to the reso- 
lution adopted at the sessiun of this lioard 
in the year 1651. 

VV. Pakkkr Foulke, 
Jon^^ Moriuis Pease, 

J, G. GoBLE. 

Rev. Mr. Tracy, of the said Committee, 
presented the following minority repoit: 

The undersignf^d, a member of the com- 
mittee appointed at the last aunu-il meet- 
ing, to report at this meeting " a mode in 
which the representation of the Slate So- 
cieties shall be thereafter apportioned," 
dissenting from some of the views of the 
majority, begs leave to present the follow- 



ing 
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The constitution, article ."), proviiles that 
each State Society, ur society for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia or for any Territory of 
the United States, " shall be entitled to one 
delegate for every five hundred dollars 
paid into the treasury of this society within 
the year previous to the unm»^il meeting." 

Thi.s rulej the directors have no power 
to chatige. It mu;U .stand and be exe- 
cuted, till changed by an amendment 
of the Constitution, as provided in arti- 
cle 0. 

The words of the constitution appear, 
at first sight, too plain to need interpreting j 
but experience has disclosed some {)oints, 
to which difrerent interpretations have 
been plau8il)ly applied ; and those con- 
flictirjg interpretations, as all who were 
present will recollect, led to the appoint- 
ment of this committee. 

The coi.stitutidii provides that each of 
the societies represeuied "shall be entitled 
to one delegate for every five hundred dol- 
lars paid in'o the treasury of this society 
within the year previous to tlie annual 
meeting." 

By whom must this five hundred dollars 
be paid ? Evidently, by the society which 
claims a representation in virtue of the 
payment. 
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So.Tie, at first, understood it to mean, 
that the money must actualiy have panaed 
through the treasury of the State Society 
into the treasury at Washington. But 
this was early seen to work injustice ; as 
money given by members of a Sta.e Soci- 
ety, and through the solicitation of its 
agents, was sometimes, t» save time, or 
from other motives of convenience, sent 
directly to the treasury at Washington, 
and did not actually pass through the treas 
ury of the State Society, by whose labors 
and at whose expense it had been raised. 
Testators, too, who had been induced by 
the labors of a State society to bequeath 
money for Colonization, have bequeathed 
it directly to the American Society, be- 
cause, being an incorporated institution, it 
could collect the bequests with more ease 
and certainty. And even when an agent 
of the A.merican Society has entered the 
limits of a State and procured money from 
individuals by personal solicitation, no 
small part of the money thus obtained has 
been from persons whom the State Society | 
had made willing to give, and who would j 
have given it to the State Society, if that i 
agent had not appeared. For many years, | 
it has been agreed that all such monies 
shall be considered as " paid" by the so- 
ciety of the State orTerrritory from which 
they are received. And this is believed 
to be an equitable and right interpretation, i 
Within a few years, it has been observed j 
that the same reasonings apply, in some j 
degree, to monies received m payment for j 
the African Repository, and they have | 
been added to the others, as a basis ol rep- i 
rcsentation ; from this, the committee see | 
no reason to dissent. 

Another question has been raised. | 
What is meant by money being •* paid into I 
the treasury of this Society?" Does it I 
apply to anything but cash, actually j 
received by the Treixsui'er at Washing- i 
ton ? 

It certainly applies to all money paid to 
th« agents of this Society, duly authorized 
to receive it ; and all money paid to the i 
creditors of this Society, by order of its 
Treasurer or other proper officer ; and all 
money expended in purchases, made at ' 
his request, on his account ; all money, in ; 
short, expended by order or request of the 
Treasurer of this Society, in meeting ex- 
penses for which the treasury of this So- : 
ciety is liable. If a State Society is em- ; 
ployed by this society a- iln agent, with . 
discretionary power, to accomplish a cer- 
taiu object and pay the expense, then the j 
monty ptid for that object, if it does not ; 
exceed the limits of a reasonable discre- I 



ti»n, is equitably considered as •* paid into 
the treasury of this Society." 

Some have thought that all monies raised 
and expended by any State Society, should 
be reckoned as a basis of representation ; 
but this clearly cannot be, without an 
amendment of the constitution. The mo- 
ney with which a State Society fits up its 
own rooms, and pays its own officers ami 
agents, is not, in any Fcnse, paid into 
the treasury of this Society." Money 
which a State Society may expend, either 
in this country or in Liberiaj. in doing 
things which this Society does not think 
fit to do, or even in doing undoubtedly 
right things, in a manner which this So- 
ciety does not approve, and to which it 
does not assent, are in no sense paid into 
its treasury. A State Society can, if it 
will, land emigrants in Liberia at such a 
time, or in such a place, or u«)der such 
other circumstances, as greatly to embar- 
rass the operations of this Society, and 
thus require heavy payments from its 
treasury, to avert disaster. Funds so ex- 
pended are not, in any reasonable sense, 
paid into our treasury ; for their expendi- 
ture, instead of aiding our treasury, em- 
barrasfies it. A State Society may expend 
money in giving such extra aid to emi- 
grants:, as this Society deems injudicious, 
and would not give ; or for such internal 
improvements in Liberia, as this Society 
thinks it unwise to engage in ; or for the 
purchase of land, which this Society does 
not wish to purchase ; or in commercial 
transactions, with which this Society does 
not think it safe to be connected ; or in 
commencing a new settlement, where this 
Society thinks it inexpedient to commence 
one at present. No money so expended, 
even if the State Society should prove to 
be the wiser of the two, and the expendi- 
ture judicious, cad with propriety be 
reckoned as " paid into the treasury of this 
Society." 

No State Society can be entitled to a rep- 
resentation in this body, on account of 
money which it expends on objects that 
are its own and not ours. The Maryland 
Colonization Society has been expending 
some $10,000a year on its Colony at Cape 
Palmas, greatly to the benefit of the gen- 
eral cause of Colonization. But as that 
Society conducts its business on its own 
responsibility, according to its own discre- 
tion, independently of tiiis Board and of its 
Executive Committee, it cannot, after ex- 
pending all its own money in its own way, 
send twenty delegates to this Board, to tell 
us how we shall expend ours. This 
would be neither constitutional, nor equita- 
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bK?, and that Society has never dernandea 
it. Nor, if it should subject half of its 
$1U,000 a year to our disposnl, could it 
claim a representation for the other half, 
still kept in iis own hands, or expended at 
its own discretion. 

It may be said, as it has been, that in 
some cases, the money paid by a State 
Society to its Secretary, as salary, has been 
counted a.« paid into the treasury of ihe 
National Society, and thus as a basis of 
representation. In such cases, however, 
the facts are, or ought to be, that the Sec- 
retary of the State Society is an agent of 
the National society, appointed and com- 
missioned by the Executive Committee, 
laboring under their direction, and paying 
over the proceeds of his labors to the 
treasurer of the National Society, cc his 
onier. In such a case, it is perfectly 
proper and constitutional, that the National 
Society should pay his salary. If the So- 
ciety of the State where such an cgent 
labors, chooses him for its Secretary, and 
pays the orders drawn on its treasury for 
his salary, the money so paid is, virtually, 
paid into the treasury of the National So- 
ciety. 

Some advantages would be gained, 
though perhaps at too high a cent, if all 
the State Societies would place themselves 
in this relation to the central power at 
"Washington. It would enable the Execu- 
tive Committee to carry on the whols work 
of Colonization on one uniform system. It 
would save some of the expenses now in- 
curred by the State Societies. It would 
prevent the expenditure of funds by State 
societies, in ways not exactly harmonizing 
with the policy of the National Society. It 
would enable the Executive Committee to 
foresee, with greater certainty, what 
amount of mej»,ns would be at their dispo- 
sal, and when. It would leave them a 
freer field for appeal, whenever a special 
appeal for funds may be needed. In 
short, it would secure all the advantages 
which arise from placing all the parts of 
a great movement under th» control of 
one central power. And of course it 
Would be liable to all the objections, 
which always attend the concentration of 
power. 

Such an arrangernent, however, even if 
it were clearly desirable, it is not in the 
power of this Board of Directors to secure. 
The State Societies are self-subsisting bod- 
ies, not dependent %n us for their existence, 
or their powecs. Some of ihem are accus- 
tomed to the transaction of busitess on j 
their own account, and according to their | 
own discretion. Some of them remember 



I the time 'vhen the nianagement, or the 
! misfortunes of the National Society had 
j been such, that it failed to command suc- 
j cess, or to retain confidence ; and when, to 
save the work of Colonization from abso- 
lutely stopping, they were obliged to take 
its burden on their own shoulders ; to lay 
their own plans, and execute them with 
their own funds. It cannot be expected, 
therefore, thatthey will consent to become 
the mere obedient agencies of a power 
which they, by their independent action, 
once saved from utter ruin. Perhaps they 
ought not. Perhaps they ought to retain 
a position, in which they can successfully 
meet another similar crisis, if one should 
occur. Meanwhik. they may act as 
ageiioies of the National Society, so far as 
its policy meets their approbation, and 
may justly claim to be represented for all 
the funds they expend as its agents ; but 
for funds which they expend on their own 
account, according to their own discretion, 
and not as agents of the National Society, 
they cannot claim representation. If a 
Slate Society will consent that the National 
Society shall select its Secretary, agents 
and all paid officers and servants, appoint 
them, commission them, fix their compen- 
sation, direct their labors, and control the 
expenditure of the proceeds, it may claim 
to be represented for all these expendi- 
tures. But funds which have never been 
placed at the disposal of the National 
Society, and over which it has never had 
any control, cannot be said to have been 
paid into its treasury, and therefore cannot 
be a basis of representation. 

Another question of interpretation is 
raised by a resolution, which was presen- 
ted and referred to frda committee. It is 
as follows : 

*' Resolved, That, in the opinion of this 
Board, the clause in the third article of the 
c -»stitution, saying that 'any citizen 
paying the sum of on* thousand dollars, 
shall be a Director for life,' does not corn- 
template the instituting tf Life Director- 
ships by State Societies, on the basis of 
the miscellaneoue contributions of the peo- 
ple," 

Doubtle.ss, the words of the resolution 
are literally true. The clause referred to, 
requires that the thousand dollars be paid 
by the citizen who is made a Life Director 
by the payment ; and it does not contem- 
plate the raising of this amount by small 
contributions, and ite passing throueh the 
treasury of a State Society to the hands of^ 
the donor. Still, if any citizen pays a 
thousand dollars to tthe vundsof this socie- 
ty, the words of the constitution bind us to 
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receive him as a Director for life. We 
huv« no authority lo go behind the fact of 
ih.it payiiiPiit, and ask whether the money 
<"a!;ie into iiis hands in a proper way. 
Kvfi! if the fact sltould come to our know* 
lwli;e, iIku it v/aA a present to him from a 
State Suci rty, we have no authority to re- 
ject him on tliat account. Nor have we 
aiiv nutiiority ' to inquire whether, in 
nmkin!r sncli a present, the State Society 
has made a riu;ht use of its funds. That 
is a (lue.stion for the State Society and its 
coiUniiut'irs, and for them only. 

It is plain, however, that the citizen who 
makes himsf-lf a Director for life, must him- 
."('If, personally or by iiis agent, pay " the 
sum of one thousand dollars " to "the 
funiia of this Society." It must come, or 
be re;^arde(J as comings, into our treasury 
from iiini, and not frotn the Stale Society. 
Hence, that society, not having paid it 
into our tieasury, cannot claim it us a 
basis of rt'|)resentatii'>n. 

Tlio followins: rules are, therefore, re- 
ported, IKS benigt in the opinion of the 
unders!i:iied, ai;reeable to the constitution, 
atid siiflii'.ient lor our guidance. 

1. Asiv citizen of the United States, pay- 
ing personally or ijy his agent, the sum 
of one thousand dollars to the funds of 
this Soci^-iy, .Miust be received as a Di- 
rector for life, without inquiring how he 
obtamed the money. 

2. All other funds received into the 
treasury of this Srtciety from inhabitants 
of any Stale or Territory where there is 
an auxiliary society, or from inhabitants 
of the Dis rict o/ Columbia, if there shall 
be an auxiliary in said District, whether by 
donation, annual subscription, bequest, or 
in payment for the African Repository, 
shall lie considered as received from the 
auxi.'iiiry society of such State, Territory, 
or diKtrict, and shall be reckoned as a 
liHsis of representation. 

'.i. Ail uioneys paid from^the treasury 
of any Stale, Territorial, or District so- 
ciety aforosMiil, by the request, or with the 
j)revious asseni of this Society, ex:pressed 
thnui^h its pr.>per officers, shall be con- 
sidered as ]\nid i»to the treasury of this 
Siiricly, atui shall be reckoned as a basis 
of ropreseniation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Tract. 

Dr. Rwese, m beimlf of Mr. Scheiirelin, 

chairr.i»n of '-he Commiitte appointed at 

the last annual maeting of the Board, to 

whom was referred the subject of steam 

communication l etween the United States 



and Liberia, presented the following re- 
port : 

The Committee appointed in reference to 
the subject of steam communication with 
Liberia^ and also to make application to 
Government for aid to the same, would re- 
spectfully report — 

That, according to the discretion given to 
thetn, they reported in July last to the 
Executive Comir.ittee, as to the kind, size, 
and cost of steamer requisite, the cost tf 
running her, probable income, &c., and 
that the annual deficiency of one such 
steamer, making four voyages a year, 
would be about $50,000, a copy of thu 
said report being annexed hereto. 

There would al»o be needed, in addi- 
tion to the cost of the steamer, (^25,000 or 
^30,000 for a depot of coal in Africa, rad 
her running expenses, insurance, &c., be- 
fore returns would come in. 

The committee would further report 
that, at a suggestion in a resolution of 
the Executive Committee of 17th June 
last, they called a meeting of the friends 
of the enterprise, which was held in Ne\v 
York on the 20rh July, the Hon. J. H. B. 
Latrobe presiding. Rev. Joseph Tracy, 
Secretary, when, as the resolution of the 
Board of Directors prohibited any action 
that would involve the Society in any pe- 
cuniary responsibility, and as a corporate 
company had been formed by some friends 
for the same object, it was 

Resolved, As tlie opinion of the meeting, 
that it would be advisable for the Rev. R. 
R. Gurley to direct his efforts to obtaining 
subscriptions to the capital stock of the 
United State.'? and Liberia Steamship Com- 
pany, provided the articles of association 
of the company be so amended as to ap" 
propriate any excess of profits (over 7 per 
cent, and a proper sinking fund created) 
to the use of the American Colonization 
Society, and with n further understanding 
that sails may be substituted for steam in 
the discretion of the Directors of the 
company. It was further resolved, that in 
thus expressing their opinion, the meeting 
had no purpose to interfere with the ope- 
ration of the resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the American Colonization 
Society in regard to stearn communication 
with Africa, and look to the action of the 
Executive Committee as giring efficiency 
to their recoinmendation. 

The committee recommended these reso- 
lutions to the favorable consideration of 
the Executive Committee, and respectfully 
asked their aid in giving them eflect: 

With regard to the application to Con- 
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gress the commiUae vrer« advised and be- 
iieved that, owing to the introduction of 
tiie N«braaka bill, and the consequent ex- 
citement, the time would be unpropitious 
for such application, and, therefore, have 
not urged it, 

h. m. scheiffelik, 
Thos. W. Williams, 
Commiltee. 

Report of the Commiliee on Sleamkips to Li- 
btria, made to the Executive CoinmiKee of 
the Jlnierican Colonization Society, July 
28, 1854. 

The Committee appointed at the annual 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
American Colonization Society, on the 
sulijcct of stearw communication between 
the Uniied States and Liberia, would re- 
Epectfully report : 

That after a careful investigation of the 
Bubject and information derived from va- 
rious merchants experienced in running 
steamers, they have been led to the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1st. That an auxiliary screw propeller 
is preferable to a side-wheel steamer for 
long voyages, being better adapted to the 
use of sails, and affording more room for 
fuel, freight and passengers — for example, 
the screw-propeller Glasgow, of 2,UU0 
tons, carries as much freight as a side 
wheel steamer of the Collins line of 3,000 
tons. The Glasgow is running without 
government aid, with reputed success, in 
competition with the side-wheel steamers 
having that aid. A. very able work en- 
titled ''Treatise on the marine engine, 
and on steam vessels and the screw, bv 
Robert Murray, C. E. London, 1852"— 
page 135, comparing the cost and ex- 
penses of rujining full-powered vessels, 
propelled by paddle-vheels, and auxiliary 
screvz-aieamers, after seating with minute- 
ness the various item.-: of expense of each — 
shows results still greater in favor of the 
auxiliary screw. 

iJd. As to i.'ize, she should not be less 
than 1,200 tons. She should carry 350 
passengers, with their baggage, provisions, 
and Wfiter, also other freight not less than 
400 tons, or 3,200 barrels, with 500 tons 
coal, bejiides accommodations for the offi- 
cers and crew. As a general rule, larger 
vessels can be run with more economy, 
where the trade is sufficient, than small 
ones. She should be oi" moderate horse- 
power, and run at an average speed of 8 
miles per hour, making tlie passage in 22 
or 93 days, quicker time requiring a con- 
Bumption of coal very much greater in 
proportion than the gain in speed, the 



room for which is a very important con- 
sideration in a voyage so long, that a 
greater part of the teasel must necessarily 
be taken up with the engine, boiler, and 
fuel, and where in the absence of competi- 
tion a day or two more or less in the pas- 
sage is not of so much consequence. 

3d. She would cost about $120,000, 
and would consume about 20 tons of coal 
per day. She would make four or five voy- 
! ages per year as miglit be required, and in 
case four voyngesper annum, her expenses, 
including insurance, repairs, and deprecia- 
tion, (fcc, cannot safely be estinuxted at 
less than |27,000 per voyage out and back, 
and the interval between voyages (and 
still more, if in those intervals she should 
have to proceed to different ports for her 
passengers) equal to $9,000 per month. 
The owner of the Star of the South, pro- 
peller of 980 tons, running between New 
Orleans and New York, has kindly fur- 
nished the aggregate of running expenses 
as $6,000 ner month, her consumption 
of hard coal being 23 tons per day. This 
would show the above not over-estimated, 
considering the larger size of the steamer 
proposed, the consequent more expensive 
manning, mofe continued running, und 
one half of the fuel or nearly so to be 
purchased on or near the coast of Africa. 

Assuming four royages per year to 
cost $ 108,000, we»next refer t«» the probable 
income of the vessel. The total amount 
paid by the American Colonization Socie- 
ty during the year 1853, for freight and 

passage, was $15,669 

53 passengers were also sent 
from New York, which, if at 
^30 each, would be 1,590 

17,259 

The prices paid by the American Colo- 
nization Society were ^30 for adults and 
$15 for children under 12 years of age for 
passage and provisions, the proportion of 
each last year made the average cost $24 12, 
two barrels freight room extra allowed to 
each free, besides their baggage and some 
jj furniture also carried free. Other freight 
P charged at $1 50 per barrel to the Society. 
Supposing the stf;amer should average 
200 passengers each royfige, their pas- 
i sage money, at $24 12 each, would 

j be $4,824 

; Less their provisions 23 days. 
I at 30 cents each per day. . . . 1,380 

I 3,444 
; Freight allowed free, 2 barrels 
each passenger, would be 
400 barrels, leaving, besides 
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room for baggage and furni- 
ture, freight room for 2,800 
barrels, at $2 each 

J^urniture, luggage, and some 
ex»ra freight, sufficient to 
balance occasional short sup- 
ply might be stowed in un- 
occupied passenger accom- 
modations return freight, say 
5,500 bbls., at p.. §11,000 

Less for average short 
supply, which will 
partly be obviated 
when a regular trade 
shall be developed 
by increased facili- 
ties of intercourse, 
now say 50 per ct. . 5,500 



5,600 



5.500 



Making as the probable income 
from each round voyage. . . . 



14,544 



leaving the probable deficiency per voyage 
1^12,500, or for four voyages per annum 
^50,000, which deficiency, besides interest 
on cost of ship, should, in the opinion of 
the committee, be amply provided for by 
government aid in such manner as to se- 
cure the maintenance of tie running of the 
steamers, before any steps are taken ex- 
cept the procuring of subscriptions. 

With reg&rd to tlie application to gov- 
ernment for aid, with which the committee 
is also entrusted, the committtee are of 
opinion that any enterpri««, in the profits 
of which individuals are concerned, will 
be looked upon with jealousy, and that 
such application should be made on 
conditioii that the profits, if any, at ■ 
least after paying interest on subscrip- 1 
tiona and the principal, after a term of Ij 
years, should go to the support and ex- \\ 
tension of steam inlercommunicalion ; and | 
in order that in case of a failure to procure 
government aid, the next best means of 
intercommunication may be secured, the 
committee recon^niend that the subscrip- 
tions be obtained, with the condition as 
far as possible thai if a steamer cannot be 
had, tiiB wmount, or such part thereof ?js 
the subscribers may be willing to have ap- 
plied to the runuing of sailing vessels, un- 
uer the management of the American Col- 
onization Society, may be so applied. 

It will probably be found that during a 
portion of the v«yage of a steamer, the 
wind andj sails may be relied on with con- 
siderable certainty for an eight-knot speed, 
when the use of steam may be dispensed 
with. This will both lessen the cost of 



j fuel and the quantity to be carried to that 
' extent. 

h. m. scheiffelin, 
Thos. W. Williams, 
James Hall, 

Cominitlee. 

Dr. Hall, of the tmid committee, pre- 
sented the following minority report : 

The undersigned, one of the committee, 
whose reports hare just been laid before 
the Board of Directors, begs leave most re- 
spectfully to present his views in regard 
to the subject matter of the game, not ma- 
terially conflicting with their genera! tenor, 
or with the viewe of the majority of the 
committee; but there are certain points 
connected with the subject submitted to 
i the committee, svhich he deems important 
I to be Uid more fully before the Board of 
Directors, requiring their consideration 
and action. The undersigned believes hia 
views might hav« been embodied in the 
reports just read, or the views of the entire 
committe* been made to harmonize, so as 
to render this trespass upon the time of 
the Board unnecessary, had he been able 
to met and confer personally with the 
other members of the committee. 

It will be remembered that to this one 
committee, appointed at the lest annual 
meeting of the Board of Directors, were 
referred two resolutions, presented by dif- 
ferent individuals at different times, during 
the session of the Board in January last. 
One presented on the 1st day of the ses- 
sion is as follows ; 

" Resolved, That a committee of three 
be appointed by the President to take such 
steps as they shall deam expedient for ob- 
taining from the Congress of the United 
States aid towards the establishment and 
maintenance of a mail line of steamers 
from the United Slates to Liberia." 

The other, under which the committee 
has mainly acted, was r-dopted the next 
day, as follows : 

Resolved, That the subject of steam, 
communication between the United States 
and Liberia, in view of promoting and 
cheapening emigration, be referred to a 
Committee whose duty it shall be to report 
to the next meeting of the Board such in- 
formation as they may be able to obtain 
upoa the subject, or to report, if they see 
fit, at an earlier date to the Executive 
Committee, which last is kereby authorized 
to lend such aid, on the part of the Socie- 
ty, to the furtherance of the plan, as they 
may be abU- to do without involving the 
Society in pecuniary responsibility." 



MINUTES OP THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS. 



29 



R«'port of Committee on Secretaryphips. 



The undersigned conceives that the 
IJoard of Directors of the American Colo- 
nization Society, in thus referring the en- 
tire matter of steam connexion with Libe- 
ria to a committee of its own members, 
intended that they should act as members 
of the American Colonization Society, and 
Jor the American Colonization Society ; 
that ih« aid to be sought from Congresa 
was to be in aid of, and for this Society, 
and the information to be obtained in re- 
gard to the whole subject was also to bft 
for tlift immediate use of this Society. In 
short, tiiat the Society intended to keep 
the matter in its own hands. 

The undersigned endorsed the able re- 
port of the chairman of the committee, 
which was laid before the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society on the 28th July, 
although he would gladly have annulled 
the paragraph giving countenance, under 
any contingency, to any party other than 
the American Colonization Society itself, 
receiving aid from governm.ent, but he 
considered that the presentation of the 
report, as before stated, closed the busi- 
ness of this com.mittee until the next annual 
meeting of the Board of Directors. This, 
however, proved not to be the case, as 
appears from a subsequent report, signed 
by a majority of the committee, just laid 
before the Boar^. This report the under- 
signed would also most readily endorse 
and approve of did he not by so doing in- 
directly endorse a resolution therein em- 
bodied, passed at a meeting of the friends 
of colonization held in New York in July 
last, directing or advising the general agent : 
of the Society, the Rev. Mr. Gurleyv to | 
devote himself to the business of obtaining | 
subscriptions to the siock of the United | 
States and Liberia Steamship Company, \ 
under certain provisions and contingencies, j 
This, although followed by another reso- 1 
lution, disclaiming any interference with i 
the resolutions of the Board of Directors | 
of the American Colonization Society in i 
regard to steam communication v/iih Li- i 
beria, the undersigned believes to be 
most prejudicial to the cause of coloniza- 
tion, and tending to defer to a longer pe- 
riod the establishment of regular and fre- 
quent connection with Liberia. ! 

It cannot be supposed that with the ut- i 
most aid we could, under any circum- i 
stances, expect from government, from the | 
American Colonization Society, and all 
its friends, more than one line of steamers, 
or even sailing vessels, could be supported 
or kept running. The least injury, then, 
that is to be apprehended from" the action 
of the meeting in J^ew York, is confusion 



in regard to the whole matter, division of 
counsels and want of confidence. 

The undersigned conceives that the 
\ transporting of emigrants hence to Liberia 
is the legitimate and the main businesa of 
this Society, that this Society is as able 
in all respects to #o this as xcdl as any 
other party, individual or associated ; that 
this Society possesses to as great an extent 
as any other party, the confidence of the 
ptople and of the GQVemmtv,l of this coun- 
try ; that this Society can procure as able 
agents and assistants in its business con- 
cerns of shipping emigrants, provisions 
j and merchandise, necessary for their sup- 
j port, and of chartering or owning and 
navigating steam or sailing vessels, as any 
other party. 

Furthermore, the undersigned main- 
tainsa, that the control and direction of a 
line of steamers or sailing vessels between 
this country and Liberia, whether aided 
by the Government or not, is to a certnin 
extent a pmctr and an injluence. Tliat 
such power and influence of right belongs 
to the Am-, Col. Society, of which it 
would be injudicious and unwise to divest 
itself, or make over to any other party, 
under any provision or contingency likely 
to be proposed. 

la conclusion, the undersigned would 
most respectfully urge this Board to adopt 
expective measures, to procure for this 
Society a sailing vessel, to be run between 
this country and Liberia, until appropri- 
ations shall be obtained from Government 
that will enable the Society to run a 
steamer if then considered advisable. AH 
of which is most respectfully submitted. 

James Hall, 
Ont oftht CommUtte. 

Mr. Foulke, chairman of the Committee 

appointed at the last annual meeting of the 

Board, to whom was referred the resolvi- 

tion respecting Secretaryships of ihe Soci- 

ely, presented the following report: 

To the Board of Directors of the Jlmtrican 
Cotonization Society : 

The Committee appointed under the " !- 
lowing resolution : 

*' Resolved, that a committee of five be 
appointed to report the number of secre- 
taryships which in their opinion it will be 
expedient to establish under the recent 
amendment of the constitution ; also to 
define the duties of each, and to suggest 
such compensation as they may think 
proper to affix to each ; and that they 
report at the next annual meeting of this 
Board," now respectfully report : 
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That ill the execution of their duty they 
have oljserved timt the amendment of the 
consiitution referred to in the resolution 
above quoted, was ndopted in order to en- 
aljle the Hoard to a|)pointmore secretaries 
than the one authorized under the consti- 
tution as It previously stood ; and that 
they rejj;ard this special measure, taken in 
coniiecHoM with their own appointment to 
recommend the proper number of secre- 
taries, and to define the hmils of their 
functions, as expressive of tiie opinion of 
the I)(iurd tliat an addition to the number 
of its officers is expedient. 

In the performance of the duty thus 
assigned to them, tlie committee have en- 
deavored to keep in view llie fact, thatllie 
expenses incident to the opera'ions of the 
Society must be paid out of funds contrib- 
uted voUuitarily for the nurjioses o,f Afri- 
can Cohiiiizaiion ; and tliat consequently 
any nuiUipHcation of the agencies eni- 
pU)yed should be re.strictO'j to the rigid 
demands of an ascertained necessity. 
Hut they liave also noticed that not only 
is the iSucietya trustee of funds, but, from 
its position, Circumstances give to it exclu- 
sive i<os.ser;sion of the field of its labor ; 
and that it is therefoie under obligation 
both to adopt all tlie means required for 
the attainment of its professed object ; and 
to do this consistently with a just economy 
of lis resources. We are thus urged by 
peculiar motives on the one hand to omit 
no reasonaoie and jiracticable measures, 
and on the other, to give to these their 
proper etiicacy without excessive diminu- 
tion of the funds confided to us. 

The motives which have induced the i 
Society to authorize an augmentation of its j 
executive corps, are the same which ought \ 
to guide the committee in ndjus'.injj: tiie j 
limus of the proposed enlargement ^ and I 
tlu'y therefore briefly review tlie objects of! 
the Society, and the prii^cipul reasons \ 
which have been suggested for a change • 
ill tiie orgaiiiziition by which those objects j 
are to be attained. I 
The constitution states in general terms ! 
that the Society is organized " to promote i 
and execute a plan for colonizing with I 
the;r own citnsent, the free people of color! 
residing in our country, in Africa or 
such otiier place as Congress shall deem 
expedient." This statement comprehends 
several important elements, viz : 

],. Tiie consent of ihe free people of 
color, including those held to service who 
shall be released therefrom, as well as those 
already iVee and their descendants. 

2. Pecuniary means to secure their 
transportalioa to a place of shipment, 



provisions to 



and their conveyance with 
the place of colonization. 

3d. Their suitable settlement in such 
place. 

It might have been anticipated, a priori, 
that for the accomplishment of such a de- 
[■ sign various and extensive means vvould 
! be necessary. The number of persons to 
I be transported ; their consent the cost 
I of their removal ; the procuring and sc- 
i curing of a suitable settlement ; the state 
j of public opinion ; the embarrassments 
I occasioned by special relationships of our 
I design to diflerent sections of our country ; 
the absence of active aid on the part of the 
; public tiuthorities, and the constant de- 
i pendence upon private voluntary contribu- 
' tion, have been subjects demanding the 
I em[)Ioyment of numerous modes of influ- 
; ence, and unceasing industry. Consider- 
ing the actual results of ihe effort'? hereto- 
fore made, we may be convinced of the 
practicability of the original design of the 
Society ; and we may admire the success 
which already commands the respect of 
the civilized world. Upon a coast lately 
given up to the control of slave traders 
I and pij-atesj we see a Re[)ublic with insti- 
j tutions like our own*, possessing a terri- 
I tory several hundred miles in length ; en- 
i joying a trade amounting in the total of 
j exports and imports to nearly a million of 
I dollars per annnrn, and with a jurisdiction 
j comprehending for many important pur- 
i poses, a native population of between 
I lUO.OOO, and 200,000. Cont- iiplating 
I such results, we may be disposed to be- 
I lieve that the means which have produced 
i them in little more than thirty years, are 
'■■ shown experimentally to be sufiicient for 
the work which has been uiidertaken. 
But a little reflection must satisfy us that 
our judgment is to be guided not by the 
proporuon of means to the actual achieve- 
ments of the Society, but to the great objoct 
for which it was constituted, and whtch 
remains to be accomplished. That object 
is not merely to establish a Republic in 
Africa, but it is to obtain the consent of 
the free colored population of the United 
States to emigrate ; and also to transport 
and securely colonize them. For tkese 
ends, what has been heretofore done is 
only preparatory ; and while it may cor- 
roborate the reasoning which governed the 
selection of our general plan of operations, 
it cannot be regarded as affording a con- 
clusive measure of the scale according to 
which that plan is to be executed, A sin- 
gle illustration will suffice to render this 
distinction clear. By the federal census it 
appears that between the years 1820 and 
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1 850, theintrertscofthe free colored people of 
the United Smtes amounted to about 
200,000. The emigrants of this class col- 
onized by our Society during the same 
period amcunfod to about 2300. The 
number of persons emancipated with a 
view to their emigration to Liberia is re- 
tiorted for the same period at about 3600. 
Supposing '.hen' that no impediments exist 
forilie free colored population now leach- 
ing nearly half a million in number, other 
ilian such as were in the way of those who 
have emigrated, we are still assured that 
the means heretofore employed are inad- 
equate even to the removal of the annual 
increase. If we add to our estimate the 
persons who are likely to be emancipated 
by those iiolding them to service, and 
for whose emigration the Society ought to 
provide, the total of subjects for coloniza- 
tion will be swelled vastly beyond the suf- 
ficiency , of our present resources. 

It is further observable that if we as- 
sume the means of shipment to be ulti- 
mately certain, whether through our own 
finnncial arra.igements alone, or with '.he 
ail! of such voluntary support as is given 
to the emigration of whites from Europe 
to the Uiiit'jd Slates, yet the measures by 
which this result is to be reached, and the 
rate of our progress towards it, must de- 
pend, at .east primarily, upon the elTorts 
of the Society. It is well known that the 
initial nece«s!ties of our enterprize have 
limited us to a narrow strip of the African 
coast. The paucity of our resources at 
home; the existence of the slave trade; 
the occupancy of native tribes ; the slow 
r?.te of emigration -. and the difiicukies in- 
cident tf' the first stages of development of 
our infant settlements, have restricted our 
proceedings to the seaboard. Yet it is un- 
questionable that with respect to the 
healthiness and energy of the colonists, j 
and the growth of their agriculture as a | 
basis of commercial population, it is re- 
quired of us to open the way to the occu- 
pation of the upper country; and fo this 
end we must encourage the exploration of 
the region east of Liberia ; the procuring 
of land by purchase, or by treaty for ju- 
risdiction ; the opening of roads, and the 
estaLiishuient of safe and comfortable co- 
lonial posts by wj^ich to connect the inte- 
rior with the coast. Moreover, wiiether 
as a just acconnmodation of our African 
settlers, or as a means of inducement to 
future emigration, there must be secured a 
rapid and easy communication between 
the United States and Liberia for the con- 
veyance of mails as well as for the trans - 
porUtion of passengers } ro Hhat it is not 



enough 



for us to await the remote conse- 
quences of the causes already put in oper- 
ation. It is improbable that any general 
I spontaneous movement of our colored 
'■[ people will hs made, until we shall have 
cleared their prospects by the measures 
! just mentioned. 

I The Board will not over nolc the fact 
! that although the Republic of Liberia has 
been rendered in a political sense inde- 
[ pendent, and that her jiublic anthorities 
' are therefore to r*>ceive all the considera- 
; tion which belongs to that posin'oii, yet in 
; relation to the external conditions of the 
j new Stnte, and to th'' inllux of population 
stimulated and directed by the Society, 
; peculiar motives exist to render our inter- 
i vention not only proper but even ol)liga- 
tory. Liberia may equitably demand of 
us to do whatever shall be necessary to 
; protect her young community against ex- 
! cessive pressure upon her means of sub- 
! si.stence, and to furnish those avenues to 
i progress which were implied when we 
j invited her people to encounter the labor 
I of her first and most difficult social and 
' political undertakings. 
! It will be evident to the Koard that some 
I of the objects of the Society are such as 
I to invite the action of our Federal Gov- 
I ernment upon its own grounds nf policy, 
j and without reference to the peculiMriiie.s 
1 of our special enterprize. Of these it will 
1 be enough to mention the exploration of 
[ Africa, the maintenance of a coast squad - 
; ron, and the authorization nf a mail-ser- 
' vice with proper compensation. With 
respect to the formal recognition of the re- 
public of Liberia, the Society cannot be 
acquitted of its duty until it sliall have 
seasonably made every proper representa- 
tion to our Government ; nnd a!thou;;;;h we 
cannot be properly held responsible for the 
in npplication, connected 
ue^itionte over which 
no control, yet the 
office of advocate results from our relation- 
ship to the African State ; and its claims 
upon our elTorts are strengthened by our 
peculiar means of information as well as 
by the advantages possessed by our or- 
ganization in connection with the public 
confidence. 

The system by which it has been ex- 
pet'ted to carry into complete effect the 
great design of tlie Society, consists ot 
I State and Territorial Societies acting as 
auxiliaries to a central National Society, 
i This wisely conceived plan, which not 
only harmonizes v/ith tne puliticai rela- 
tionships of the States, and the habits of 
thinking, and the public usages of their 



fortunes of such 
as it must be wiili ( 
our association has 
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people, but alTords the best fncihties for jl operation. The growth of its business, 
creating and concentrating local influence, ' and its general importance must therefore 

be in proportion to the enlargement of 

the productive machinery by which it is 



has been only partially executed. About 
one half of ih« states are without auxilin- j, 
ries. Fortunately those which have been j! 
established hav* been so located as to at'- jj 
ford a representation of the various rela- n 
tionships of our enterprize to theditTerent v 
opinions and interests existing in the Uni- Ij 
led States ; and the deficiency is now j: 
rather in the quantity than in the charac- j| 
ter of the aid given to our counsels and |! 
our treasury; but viewed in connection j: 
witli the magnitude of the work underta- i 
ken, this deficiency must excite the most j! 
seriiuus concern in the mind of every zeal- ii 
ous friend ol' African colonizat%n. Some jj 
of the auxiliaries are of recent establish- 1| 
nient ; and some of them have had the j; 
benefit of the force of appeal which results 
from the concentrated action of a com- 
pleted system operating in favor of a ma- 
tured method of colonization. In some 
parts of our country the Society endeavors 
to supply its want in a depree by special 
agencies. The contributions which from 
every source reach the central treasury, 
are applied to the intended uses by a sin- 
gle executive officer, who is at once sec- 



retary, treasurefjand financial and conuner- 
cial a^ent. He is assisted by a co-adjutor 
who keeps the records and conducts the 
routine of our publications ; and by a 
book-keeper. He has .ilso the co-open.- 
lion of an advisory committee, which 
holds such executive authority compre- 
licnded in that of the Board of Directors us 
is requred to be exercised during the 
intervals between the annual sessions of 
the Board. 

It is evident that as the ultimate object 
of the Society is to colonize men in Africa, 
in the circutnstances best suited to their 
self-maintenance, and to their soc'al and 
political elevation, and as this object is to 
be realized proximately through the finan- 
cial and commercial department of official 
agency, it is in efiect for that department 
that all of our instrumentalities are em- 
ployed. To it all of our efforts must tend. 
It is the reservoir which must receive the 
available fruits of those efforts, and from 
which our drafts must be made for appli- 
cation to practical measures. Numerous 
auxiliaries may obtain for us money and 
emigrants, and aid in producing such pub- 
lic opinion as will procure the authoriza- 
tion, by the federal government, of explo- 
ration, and intercommunication by fre- 



fed. 

It being understood that the purjiose of 
the Board, in the resolution adopted, was 
not merely to provide assistanc? for the 
transaction of the office work heretofore 
ey.ecuted, but for the augmentation of that 
work, we have a convenient mode of ex- 
hibiting the need of a re-organization, and 
the quarter in which it is to be primarily 
suggested. The energy and special skill 
of the present treasurer and secreiary in 
the administration of financial and com- 
mercial affairs, have become well known 
to the Board, It is only just to presume 
that what could be accomplished by hia 
industry, haa been done by him to theex" 
lent of any reasonable requirement. We 
have therefore a proper standard by which 
tojuig^of the capabilities of the actual 
organization. Let it then be supposed 
that to hi.s accustomed duties we add the 
following, and it can ycarccly be doubted 
that the aggregate would be loo great for a 
single direction : 

1, The completion of our system cf 
auxiliaries. 

2, The harmonizing of their relation- 
ships, and the promotion of consistency 
and uniformity among them. 

3, The strengthening of our relations 
with the legislative and executive deparl- 
mtnts of the Federal Government, 

4, Correspondence with more than 
thirty States to excite, or to suggest modi- 
fications of activity, keeping open the com- 
munications of the central Society with 
the sources of influence on which it is de- 
pendent. 

5. The promotion of special measures in 
Atvor of a recognition of the Liiierian Re- 
public, the opening and settlement of new 
territory , and the establishment of suffi- 
cient ^ciiities for emigration and mail 
carriage. 

6, The general correspondence incident 
to every association having external rela- 
tioiiB, as well as that which is demanded 
by emergencies, such as minapprehen- 
sion of our spirit and policy, whether in 
general or on particular occasions alTecting 
the local connexions of the Society, or the 

I opinions and temper of individuals whose 
; agency may be important to its success. 
[ The experience of the Board will supply 
the extmplification by which all of these 



quent mails ; but the ultimate object of all j topics have been illustrated as worthy of 
these proceedings, viz: the cnlonking o/ 1 serio,us regard, and their complete treat- 
free people of color, must be realized through ment will probably require hereafter more 
the department in question, or with its co- I labor than could be ^iven by any individ- 



MlNrtTTES OF THIG BOARD OE, DIRECTOnS. 



33 



Rcport rrf Commiuee on Secrci^-io'siiips* 



ual, even if unembarraased by other ocbu- | 
pations. They certainty need at present' 
(\ more conoentraied and continii^pUs atteri- ' 
tioiTthnn cart be bestowed u^ou th^ra by 
a;i omoer responsible for the grave Junc- 
tions peculiar to our iinari'^ial atv^ cbm- 
meioiiil asjency, ■ The committee flre in- 
tliienced also by the cpnaiderAiiou'thatJthe 
e!i#.'f all our exertions is liot" only to be 
secured, but is to be hosteaefl j and hence, 
if u u'ere practicable to ftach il by the 
means now use<jl, it would still be our duty 
to enlarge thes^ in order to dVhiinish tile 
time which musi elap,"5€ before the cbn- 
sunimation of jOur desijjn. 

Is is d<i\b>less important to avoid excea- j 
jiiTe inievfei'en^le with ah accustomed ay-' 
mngemeik of official prooegdirtga.fthd hoaee : 
as cluse.an adherence aa practicable should 
l;e nwiutained to, the aciuijjl order our 
liusiiicss, , Yet, when |)roviying:; far the 
I'limre by a reerg^ni^aUdn of executive 
duties wh?Gh is mertntto erhbtacBiheprin'' 
cipal «iibject8 wl;uch can at Jiny time claim 
oai Jittciition, iiis ifteurabent upon us to 
s > re;;,'u!aie our dislri!butiGiii^--sf-T4reriiaitt^^^ 
jnTjr^r'mSyTni?^ o^V agencies |)r'o ri 
v.Q'.a, without disiufbing thi> rnaih frame 
of t'.<e sysifeni.' cThe definition of depart- 
meiits ou'^ht to Ihesfieraiahentj aiid the de- 
velojiineni of their deta:il6%iji in that case 
i:e v^aijiiy and haturally made to%eep pace 
wiiii tiie increasfe of t'le work to be doiie 
by tlieirt respectively. : It is of course inf- 
iiiissibJe to liinit in^eifi with a logical atripi- 
iiess v.iiicii shall exciude all cMiU, Ths 
Si ibili visions of executive; labor assi|hed too 
'hi chief officeirs of tife Federal Govern-' ! 
h\mi r.re expi^asedin^ llhraeeology which 
1 cricoid nicety might sbtAv' to admit of a 
i nsiflict (if jurisdiction j yet a practical o<in- 
sirruuirti?, guided by the known ^encrrx! 

h depariment, easily regul«ies 
the •Mnnse of official fSSfion. V'owr com- 
mittee lielieve that the classification of du- 
ties which they are about to-recdmmend 
v. iil ocj'asion no doubt in tjje mind of any 
sfcretiiVy Avho shall be desirous to perform 
hi ? rnvii share' in a l>eiCQmsng temper. 
Any otiier eftirit than this would render an 
oiiicei- unfit to serve tfee Board tinder any 

We iiave aiJ=eady the receipt and cus- 
I'ifiy- of funds fpom every quarter, and -their 
a ipi!o;uiou to ^ihe objects of ^the .Socif*y_^ 
v^z : the iTmi?)iienanc^t of thft^eansofjLrahs- 
piiiia tioii , and; the actual con vsyatvce of 
eriiiKrants iti our own seaboard, their pror 
visiunins; and shipment, and their propef 
ps;;ui!islu,nent in Liberia. These subjects 
ought to be under the direction of one ] 



head. They are intin\ately conuecicdone 
wiih onother, f^nd ^jiiey ^require the saitie 
kiiyl of oIndAl experieince ftod sltilh- *Xhe 
special correspondence wiili referenc* to 
thejn shiijuld obviously be under the sjinae 
xontro'lv ; ■ , ""^s 

t o>r the ordinary personal cornwunica- 
tions between the Sooiet^ and the parties 
with whom Jts aiFnirs are tranattcted i'h 
the diiTerent Stales, , the Boar,^ haa already 
appointed a general iravi'iilitig aiitent. ' Jf 
thfe ertbrts of the Society" ate be eXf 
tended in the maniibr^^ contemplated by 
yottv^coKuniitee, tlie potfey of that appoint- 
merit^wiil be confirmed. '^o ^.x 

For the kef/ning of our recor4i|^and the 
preparation ot 6ur fiMbhcatjona, we hav^ 
already a 8e6retiDtry. , % ;i 

U remiitiis then only to proviiie for the 
class of sieryicis which have been par- 
tlcularixed as Ijeretofore imperfectly sup- 
piietl by reason of the engrossnunt by 
otlier engagement^ of the only officer to 
whom the Board could look for thfiir per- 
formeJhC£^..-T^^ 

tee^bfelieye!, x&af V» conveniitHly -grouped 
under one head, and with this ^distribution, 
any enlargemetit of the demand (fom with- 
out can be me£ by the simple ''^ixpedient of 
adding from time to time aii assistant in 
theldepftrinijjiltin which he m&f bcncedlied. 
The pccoliar <Ji»?iracter of the dutiee pTro- 
poseil for lUe new secret-^ry ship will 
make it proper tb i^ive to the incumbent 
an influetvce in connexion with our pub- 
hcations so that he nmy be enabled to 
prevent any disturbance of . the consisteji- 
cy of our measures in relaiion to the pub- 
lic niind, and also tjiat he may use our 
press as special exigencies shall render 
expedient for'Ihe mare extfpi^ve and^ef- 
feciive dii(ruSt|)n of the'^ vi?**^; to be repre- 
seoied on therpart of fchfi^S^^^i^ty. * 

tJpbn the whole ymil'/jonimiltee ihirik 
that they v9i\{ aQ(jompli8!i the design of 
^he Board by adding a 6lng!e department, 
they therlfoge psrbppse forihe adop- 
tion of jhe Board the folio wing resolu- 
tion. . 

I. Resolbedt That thffre shall be t^.ebrre- 
sponding Secretary, whose duty It «h«U 
be tp conduct the general correspiJndence 
of irW Society J and to supSi;%tend it« pub- 
(jcatiofiB. ^ • . .^ " ' ' ' ' t 

Iiil)rdePlp deSnei^Xp^^ 
of tlie other prill cipal ofHcers, your eons- 
miltee recommend also the adoption of 
the following resolutions : 

Reioked, That there shall be a Piaan- 
cial Stcrstary, whose duty it sihall be to 
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receive, keep, and disbu?^c the fu^uls of 
th€i {Society ; to mannge Oie procurinj^ 
and fjiJtfit of vessels, the shipment of emi- 
grants, and generally the financial and j 
commercial transactions of the Society,] 
nnd conduct the correspondence imme- j 
diiUely connected th^a^ snhjects. . | 
, ' /^W(>^Prf^, That (here }?h!!i!.i. be a Travel- | 
lins .Secretary,' whoso duty it shall be to j 
' visiH-ns- <)ften -as" pracUcable, ftnd as the ! 
ioterosts of the Society shO require, the I 
Staiosand Territories of the United States, j 
to promote by liis personal a,fi;ency the | 
establishment' and activity, of State and j 
Terfitorial societies auxiliary to the Am^- ! 
ric!i.n Colonizaiii^n Society, W^d to super- j 
intern! the collectinn oC emigrants nnd theijr j 
tnu'rGportpJion to their rcspeolivc placefs of ) 
etnbarkatioj?;' j 

Resolved, That there f?hnli be. a Uefjister, 
whose duly it phali he to k,«?ep thfPrecordfi ; 
of the proceedings of tlie- Hoard of Dirfv,- 
ttiris ; to keepj-tiiuler the direction of the 
Financial Secretary, the accounts; and 
books of bviisinesa of the Society ; and to 
prsfpare and issue, under the direction of 
the Cotresponding Secretary, the publica- 
tions of the Society. 

With respect to the compensation of 
thesie- officers, thr committee believe that 
both- they aild the other members of the 
Board will be better able to arrive ,at j| 
a satisfactory opinion after an interchange 
of views ai the annual session. They 
therefore ask leave to defer their conclu- 
sion until that time. 

All of which is reapeclfully submitted, 
\V, Pakkkr FOULRB, 
Jamks Hall, 

J.G. GOBLE. 

1 

Rev. Mr. Tracy, of the said Committee, I 

presented the folio win* minority report : | 

The undersigned, a men^bcr of the com- i 
mittee appointed to report the number of 
.'secretaryships which it will be expedient 
to establiah under- the reesnl amendment of 
the constitution, to define the duties and 
su2:gest the compensation of each, asks 
leave to report : 

That in his judgment, it is not expedient 
to et!fa!?lish, at presient, any secretaryships 
which the business of the Society doe?, not 
require to be filkd. We are now In a 
f«t*te of growth, the rapidity of which 
cannot, be foreseen. Various caiisej?, not 
yet knowii or suspected, may accelerate or 
retard our growth ; so that we cannot 
tell how large our business will be, and 
h(»w many secretaries will be needed to 
peiform it, even two or three years lienci?: 



The nature of mucli.,of; our business, 
toio, is liable to unforeseen chanp^es. The 
action of Stat* legislaturie.s may be such os 
greatly to increase tlie amount of cerres- 
pohdence with State Governmehts, or such 
as (o terminate that" which we now have; 
and other ^ analogous changes may be 
forced upon us. ^ 

This liability to change, wc well kill^vv, 
is more or less'incident to aU human labors 
si^ihai, in eveVy enterprise, changes in the 
number and duties of the agents may be 
needed. It is greater in our enterprise 
than in most others, nnd pe^culiarly great 
at the present time. For this reason, we 
cannot r-afely, jtirtt now, arrange a system 
of officer.s and agencies to be pevmanenily 
adhered to. We can only determine what 
ofJicers we now tieed, and shall firobably 
need during the year, or very few years, 
to, come. Wc 'iuight, indeed, arrange a 
system of ofncers and agencies, such as 
the Society nriay need ifif some advauceS 
stage of its operations, or such as 'WB 
expect, and tiicn ni1~oniy"-Buch of trie 
oft-iCes as our present wants mpiire to be 
filled ; but very probably, changes in our 
alTaira would compel Ua to change our 
plan, before the time should come for ita 
complete execution. 

What, then, we pur wants for the year 
to come.' -What were ,th§ circumstances 
which induced us to amend our consliitt' 
tion and appoint this committee,' 

For some years previous to 1844, iiie 
Executive Ofiicers, besides the Executive 
Committee,Jiad been af e*:relary and a treas- 
urer. At ihi5 very cloae of the meeting of 
that year, the secretary unexpectedly re- 
signed, and absolute nccsssity compelled 
the Director."? to impose that office on the 
gentleman who Imd already b^etn shosen 
treasurer. It was seen, at least by home, 
that the labors of both offices woiiid be too 
much foi^" one man ; and none, probably, 
expected that the, arrangement would be 
permanent. Yet the duties of both offices 
have been so performed, that the Society 
has lived, groWn and pft>spered, and the 
arrangement has continued from year to 
year. Yet, in order for this, it has been 
found necessary, in the treasury depart- 
ment, to employ an accon^pliahed'accour^t- 
ant ag book keeper, and in the s<?irTctary V 
department," a recording secretary, who 
has rendered ir,>p6r(ant assistance 'in con- 
ducting the correspondence. Yet, with all 
this help, our; secretary and treasiu'er it 
overburdened with duties. More is im- 
posed upon him than jt is physically fios' 
sible for him to perform, to his own efitiri; 
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satisfaction, or ours. The African Repoa- 
itory is, from necessity, eilited in hasler 
By expending more time upon it, it niight 
and shouhl be made much more interest- 
ing, instructive and influential. The let- 
teis of correspondents are. often, from ab- 
solute necessity, answered in the fevve&'t 
possible woi'd^-i, giving, perhaps, a brief 
and poshive decision of some im|>ortant 
and intricate Cjuef!tion, without a single 
rffAson tor it. Such answers, given to jn- 
lellicjoiit men who wish to understand oilr 
fififairs, are often UNsatisfactory, nni 
someumcs, to those who do not kviow the 
stern necessity which compels iSjc Kec> 
retnry so to write, appeitr disrespectful. 
We need an arrangement which wilxi ob- 
viate this difHculty. That is, ue need nn 
additional secretary. 

Perhaps the oi'ject might be accom- 
plisheiji, by relieving the treasurer from the 
additional oince, so hastily thrown upon 
liim in 1844, appointijig some other per- 
son as corresponding secretary;, and re- 
iMiiiijig the recording secretary a-nd book- 
keeper. But in that case, the trensurnr 
'.vould be obliged to conduct a great part- 
nf the co.TCspondence to be, incfact, not 
merely treasurer, but secretary of the 
treasury ; and if he must do the duties of 
that of'Hre, it seems best ihpt he should 
bear its title. 

It has no-c been, shown that we need 
raoie than one uddUionaisccrctarv, or that 
we shall need a larger accession to our 
force than that, during any period f^r 
which it would be judicious now to make 
provision. 

It is recomni.ended, iherefurc, that wo 
appoint two corresponding secretaries, and 
a record I'pg sect etary. 

The committee are instructed "also to 
dtfine the duties of each " secretary. 

TJie duties of the recording Secretary 
nre easily defined. They consist in the 
ni;»king and preserving; of records, inclu- 
ding tlie preservation of letters re<',etved, 
and of copies of letters sent. Besides the 
doings of the Society and tliC Board of 
pireciors, at their annual and special nu-ct- 
ii]gs, he should record all the doings of the 
Executive Committee ; giving, in tbe- 
recoi d of every meeting, the auUiority by 
'■••hich it "\?'as,c:iiled, tiie time and place of 
irieeting, the names of the members pres- 
^*at, and the name of the j^residing officer. 
He is U) produce any matter in his ar- i 
-'iievcs, when demandeds for the in^pectiou 
of the President, eitliijr of the corre.snond- 
iii-i' secretaries, the: lieasurer, ithe Execu- I 
iive Committee, tlie BoaVd of Directors, or : 



any commUfee or member of either j and 
to furnish certified copies, when required 
by other ofHi'-ers of the Society, w^ho nesd 
them in the performance of their own du- 
ties. For the accurate perforinance of these 
duties, he is responsible to the Board of 
Directors. . Assisting the other secretaries 
and the treasurer in their labors, is no^part 
of his ofiicial duty. Yet, if liis official 
duties should not occupy his whole tiaie, 
he may properly be required to render 
them, or any of 5 hem, such assistance as 
they may need and lie can siTord ; his 
compensation being fixed accordingly. 

Defining the duties of the corresponding 
secretaries, so as to divide all those duties 
betjvcen them, assigning to each bis part, 
exclusive of tiie ofTier, is a more ditlicult 
task. All those labors have vefereirice^aniii; 
the most important of them very direct ref-' 
orence, to the operations of the treasury. 
Tliey relate, almost wholly, to contracting 
debts, finding the means of payment, anii 
flaying them. Correspondence with State 
Oovorimients must reaie to emigratioti 
fiom the several Stales, and to appropria- 
tions for the expense. CorrespondeBce 
with masters will i-elate to servants whom 
they wish to colonize, and to the expens|3 
of colonizing them. Correspondence with 
donors, w?iether societies or individuals, 
will relate to the funds, with-^vhich the 
expenses of emigration are to be paid. 
Correspondence with Liberia Will relate to 
tlie reception and care of emigrants, and 
ih.e payment of ti)o expenses incurred on 
their account 5 including under thiij head, 
the providing of receptaclesj jxnd all other 
things done for their welltvrc. ,J[t does not 
appear that this corrtspondenco is, in its 
nature, capable cf being so divided between 
tw>3 secretaries, that each may ^lifely ciirry 
on his part of it, independently uf the 
(iithcr. it must be one shigle harniot^idu^ 
sysiem-of correspondence, or we cannot 
have one harmonious fysiem of receipts 
and payments growing out of it. 

Doubtless, if two secretaries are em- 
ployed, tli^ir mental cli iractcristics will be 
somowhardifTerent, and there will be fet- 
ters which one of them may write bfetter 
than the other. For this Cixuse, the labors 
of correspondence, so far as they sMe capa»: 
bVe of btuig divided, will 11a uraliy^ divide 
themseives, various parts of it-Jalling nat- 
urally into the hands best adapted to man- 
age ihem wiJiilc other parts, to the per- 
formaix-e of which both are equally well 
odijpied, would be left, as they otight to 
Ijev undivided, to be perfoimed b|y either 
as convenience ntight demarid frdni day to 
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day. And this division, thus naturally 
mnde from day to day, with a fall knowl- 
edge of the business to be divided, will be 
more likely to work wellj, than any the- 
oretic division that we ca»» make, before 
we know exactly what there will be to 
divide. 

It' we should leap over all these difficul- 
ties, and divide the labor equally between 
the two according to soiiie theoretic clussi- 
fication, we should involve theni in some 
other practical inconveniences. We could 
not expect thut either division would be 
perfectly equable in its quantity through- 
out the year. Sometimes one secretary 
•would be overwhelmed with business, 
.while tlie other would have little to do, 
and at another time, the first would be 
idle and the second overwhelmed. Be- 
sides thi.f, if either should be absent from 
his oflice a single day, either on busine«:s or 
'^rom sickness, a letter might arrive, be- 
longing to his itepaftment, ami needing an 
immediate answer ; atid Iiowever the in- 
terests of the Society might sutler, it must 
remain unanswered iiii his return. 

We cannot, therefore, safely, "define 
tfi,e duties of each " secretary, by<lividing 
the labors between them, and assigning a 
certain part to each, to the exclusion of the 
other. 

But, as each lej^ter must be written by 
one or the other of them, there must, in 
some way, be a division of the labor. 
How shall it be efTected ? 

In part, this question Iras been answered 
alreaoy. They will naturally divide it 
themselves, a.s circumstances shall suggest 
from day to day. If any other division i.s 
to be made, it is at least doubtful whether 
this Board of Directors is the proper body 
to make it. 

The whole corre.spondence ought to be 
carried on under the direction of ihe Ex- 
ecutive Committee. If it were practicable, 
they ought to r6Mi.or hear every letter, 
before it leaves the oflice. But a^ 
this cannot be, they must hear sucli of the 
most important of them as they can, and 
give, such insliuctions as tiiey judgo ne- 
cessary concerning the others. .Thef 
should, however, know, sooner or loiter, 
and in season to prevent any injury, the 
conleuls of every letter received, and of 
every letter sent.. 

The committee is always on the ground, 
and eiways knows what business ther^ is 
for the secretaries to transact ; and is there- 
fore always competent to assign to each 
his proper share of tlie labor. 

If a new branch of co'-respondence is to 



be opened, it should be done under the di- 
rection of the committee ; and if it should 
be assigned to one secretary ratJ^er than 
the other, the committee can assign it. If 
the personal presence <;;of a secretary is 
needed at some distant point, the commit- 
tee shfluld order the journey, anil desig- 
nate the secretary to make it. In short, it 
belongs to the committee to prescrilie ali 
their labors, and so far as.may: be neces- 
sary or useful, to make the division. 

In this way, the division will be made 
by men well acquainted with the peculiar 
qualifications of each secretary f'a^id widi 
the business to be divided between them ; 
«ny branch of the correspondence, fnr 
which either is found to bet peculiarly qual- 
ified, may be committed to him, as exclu- 
sively, and for so long a time, as the 
interests of the Sotieiy permit; and a 
change of distribution can be made at 
any time, when the txigences of busines* 
require it. ' ^ 

" This control of the Executive Committee 
over the secretaries is indispensable to that 
unity of sy.stem, which is indispensable to 
the successful prosecution of bii-siness. If 
we exempt the secretaries from their con- 
trol, and give each u department to man- 
age according to his ovi'n discretion, we 
shall have three lines of policy — that of the 
committee, and that of each secretary; 
and thfese three policies will' sometimes 
come in conflict with %ach other. 

It has been supposed, that a distinct de- 
par^nent might be formed for an additional . 
secretary, by giving him the editing of the 
African Repository, and opening new 
brunches of ^v-orrespondence, leaving the 
business of the present secretaryships un- 
changed. 

To t|?is, there are s6Vera! pbjectioiis. 
The first, and a fatal one, is, that itwduld 
not meet pur main difficulty. Theincum-/^ 
bent of the present secretaryship would 
still be overwhelmed \vith more business 
than he could do as it ought to be done. 

There would still be the same ground of" 
complaint against the short) hurried ^d 
unsatisfactory letters ; and, it being known 
that there iy« two secretarfes in the office, 
with time enough to write deliberately, the 
appearance of disrespect would be stronger 
than before.. Another objection is, that 
besides business too directly related to the 
treasury to be safely transferred to a new 
department, there is really very little thai 
ought to be done. The iRew secretary 
wculd find it hard work lo iriireut even 
innocent employment enough lo keephim- 
Relf out ol idlenesfC = . 
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Report of Committee on Spcciul ngcncy to £iiropR. 



The uiidersigjietl is confirmetl in these 
vie«'s, by the practice of all analogous 
societies, so far .ns he hns been nhle to Ih- 
{^nire. The American and Prefjhyterian 
IJnurdsof Poreigti Missions, and th« Anier- 
^'can Hoinfe Missionary Society, have three 
secrptaries each, whose duties are ar- 
ranged in the way herein recommended. 
Two publisliinsj societies, American Bible 
and-Tract Societies, have a different ar- 
^ui^eincnt ; bin it is not known to produce 
any superior ady.mtaiiefSi 

The conchision, therefore, ia^ that the 
distribniioM of duties between the correa- 
I'oiulinir secretaries must be left to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, . 

This committee was also ordered «* to 
BUgi^est such compensation as they may 
thitrk proper to affix to each" secretary- 
fJiip. 

No reason appearig for chatiging the sal- 
«rie!^novv given to the corresponding and 
recording secret vries ; and if an additional 
corresponding secretary be appointed^^ it 
wcRild be impolitic to elevate him above 
or depress him below the level of the 
other, by giving him a ditTerent salary. 
It is suggested, tberefpre, tliat the salaries 
affixed to those offices remain as they are, 

III view of these facts and retisonings-— 
aesumin,4'"that there will be a treasurer, 
who will merely receive, keep and dis- 
burse the funds and keep the accounts of 
the Society — the following resolutions are 
rsspectfully submitted : 
^ 1. Resetted, that this Board will appoint, 
atinualiy, till otherwise ^_ ordered, two i 
corresponding secretaries and a recording | 
secretary. ! 

2. Ussohed, that the corresponding s^c- ! 
retaries shall be» in all respects, of equal i 
rank ; but when both are named together, 
he who lias been lojjgest in the office I 
•hall be named Srst, unless something i 
!n the connexion obviously, reiiuire other-' 
wise. 

3. Rfsolted, that the (luties of the cor- 
respouding^ecrerartes shall be, under the j 
direciionof the Executive Coaimittee, to i 

V conduct the correspondence of the Societj'', | 
wriuen and oral, making journeys for that j 
purpose when neiiessary ; to makeaiid sign 
contracts, and draw on the treasurer for 
payments; lo prepare business for the action 
of the Executive Committee, and la^ it 
hefore them at their meetings ; to edit'the 
African Repository ; and to prepare the 
annual report^ and such other documents 
as may be ordered by this Board or the 
Executive Committee,' for the action of the 
Directors at annual or special meetings. 



They shall place in the hands of the re- 
cording secretary, all official letters and 
documents received by t!|jem, and furnish, 
or allow hi^m ^o take copies of all^ official 
letters and documents serit out by tTiem, for 
preservation. All these duties shall ' be 
common to both of them, each performing 
such part as mutual convenience shall 
dictate, or" as the Executive Committee 
siiall prescribe. 

, 4. The salary of each corresponding 
«eri;retary shjill be two thousand dollftrs a 
year, till otherwise ordered. * 

5. It shall be the duty of the recording 
secretary to record the doings of the Soci- 
ety, the Board of Directors, and the 
Executive Committee to preserve the 
rec^irds and documents of the Society, in- 
cluding ad official letters received, aiid cop* 
ies of ail official letters sent;.aild to pro* 
duce any matter in his archives, or to> fui> 
nish certified copies of the same, whun re- 

i quired by any officer of the Society in th« 
performance of hisi^luty. He shall also 
1)6 the Librarian of the Society, and shall 
keep, in a suitable condition for convenient 
reference, all publications of the Sotigty, 
and auch pther books, namphlets, paper* 
and periodicals, as shall be procured for 

I the Society's use. 

I 6. The salary of the recording secretary 
shall be twelve hundred dollars a yearj 
till otherwise ordered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Tract. 

Rev. Mr. Miller, chairman gf the Com- 
mittee appointed at the lostannuaJ mteting 
of the Board, to raise, in conjunction with 
the Executive Committee, the funds 
needed for the support of a special Jigencjf 
to Europe, presented the following report : 

The Committee appointed to raise, in 
conjunction with the Executive Cofttrnit- 
lee, tlie funds needed for ihe support of a ' 
special agency to represent the interests pi 
this Society in Europe, reported, begging, 
lo be discharged asii committee from fur^. 
ther attention to the duty, in view of tin- 
expected obstacles standing in the way of 
their success ; expressing, however, jn 
strong conviction of the importiince of the - „ 
agency, and warmly recommending it t,6 
the future consideration of the B'^ard. 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock A. M., to- 

monrow. 



MINUTES OP THE BOAUD OF DIRECTOES^ 



aieijtingor llio Roanl—Coi)iipilte»'s— Resolutions. 



Wednksdat, Jcnuiary 17. 
The Board met according to adjourn- 
ment : 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. McLeo(i, 
the minutes of the session yesterday wefe 
read and approved. 

The Reports of Agents of the Society 
were presented. 

The President announced the Standing 
Committees, as follov/s : 

CommilUc on Foreign Udalions.— M essrs. 
Maclean, Ilall, Kaighti Lee, and Miller. 

Committee on Finance. — Messrs. Phelps, 
"^rej^ory, Ilaines, Hodge, and Orcutl. 

Commilteeon ^^uxilim-ifSodcliea.-Me-iSvs. 
Foulke, Allen, McLeod, Blodgett, and 
Slaughter. 

Committee on ^^gencies. — Messrs. Disos- 
waj, Coppinger, Davis, Bloomfield, and 
Mitchell.^ 

Commiilee on Accounts. — Messrs. Jones, 
Adams, [Tosmer, Coulling, and Orcutt. 

Committee an Emigration. — IVIessra. Tra- 
cy, Bransford, Stanton, Sparrow, and 
Pettit. o 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the number of delegates 
fifom the Ne\»f Yoi^ Suite Colonization 
Society be fifteen ; the amount expended 
by the said Society, oh aco^puni of emi- 
grants sent to Li!)eria diiriiig the past 
year, ihe account for which was not for- 
warded before the close of the year in con- 
sequence of !he absence of the Rev. J. !.». 
Pinney, Secretary of .said Society, to be 
received as basis of representation, in ad- 
vUtion tothe ainouul reported by the Re- 
cording Secretary. 

< On motion, it was 

Rfsolvfd, That the Illinois CoIpnizatif»n 
Society be entitled to one delegate by the 
present payment of the balance necessary 
to complete the sunT required to entitle 
I finid Society to a delegate. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Tracy, it was 

Resolved, Tnat the disposal of the pro- 
ceeds of this k-gacy of Augustus Graham 
for the support of schools in Liberia, be 
referred to a speoial committee. ^, 



Messrs. Tvacy, Coppinger, and Stantcyi, 
were appointed said committee. 
On motion of Rev. Dr. Halght, it wns 

Resolved, That so much of the Anniial 
Report of the Society as relates to special 
appeals froni the Corresponding; Secretary 
t\»r funds in meet particular rases, be re- 
ferred t»t a speoial committeeof three, with 
instructions to consider arid report upon 
the best mode of preventing the conflict 
between such appeals and the regular 
work of the-agents of ths Stale societies. 

Messrs. Haight, Pettit- and Lee, weie 

appointed said cpmmittee. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, it was 

Rrsolvi'd, That a committee, of two be 
appointed to prepare a minute on the 
death of Elliott Cresson, Esq., lai% Vice 
President and Life Director of this Society. 

•Messrs. Jones and .Reese were appointed 

said committee. 

On motion, of Rev. Mr. Tracy, It was 

Resolved, That so much of dhe Annual 
Report and the Statement of the l^xecutive 
Committee as relates ^to foreign relations, 
10 finance, to auxiliary societies, to agen- 
cies, to accounts, and to emigration, be 
referred to the standing comtiiittees on 
fhn.se subjects respectively. 

Tiie Report of the Committee on the sub- 
ject of the recognition of thea;Republic of 
Liberia by the United States Government, 
was taken up; and, after a free and full 
expression of opinion by se^-eral membera 
of the Board, on motion of Rev. Mr. Mil- 
ler, it was 

, Re.whed, That the subject of the recog- 
nition of Lrberia be referred tQ the Presi- 
dent of the Soi lety and the Executive 
Committee, with power lo acts' iiv their dis- 
cretion, m regard thereto, in the interval 
lietween this and the next annual meeting 
of the Board of Directors. 

The Report of the Committee on the 
.subj^-ct of the exploration of Africa east- 
ward of Liberia, \yas taken up ; and, on , 
motion of Rev, Dr. Ilaight, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the ex- 
ploration of, Africa be conti))ued uiitil the 
next ansiual meeting of the Board. 

The. R,eport ^of ,lhe Committee on the^ 

basis of representation of State Societies, 
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JA((i Uireciois— The late A, G. Phelps, Esq>— Uteatli of KlHot Crcsson, Es(j. 



The CommiUee appointed at the last an- 
nual meeiin;^ of thiy Board, to procure a 
portrfsii of tiie late^Anaon G, Phelps, a 
Vi<'.8 President of the American 
tion Society, report, that they have dis- 
ch.nrj^ed ttiis duty. An exii^eliciit portrait 
of Mr, Plielps has been painted by WtUdo 
and Jeweit, very erirljiont mtists in the 
City of N^w Yorlc, and ii cojiy A'orn an 
admirable origirnl in tlie j)os,spssif>ii of his 



was taken up ; nlao the minority report of : 
die RcT. Mr. Tracy \ and, after consid- j 
erabie discussion, on motion oi" Dr. Reese, \ 

it was > 

Resolvtd, That the whole subject behuM j 
upon the table, and printed w-iili the min- j 
uies of the Board; and meanwhile, that j 
both reports be referred to the considera- ij 

lion of ihe Executive CommUtee and the 1 i^,,^,,,^ q; Plielps, E^q ,*ihe Pre.sideni 
Slate Socielifip. | ^5,^ jvjg^.^ yoric Slate ColQuization So- 

The Report of the Committee on steam ! cietv. 
communication bet^sveen the United Slates i 
find Liberia, was ttiken up ; and, for the { 
present, was laid on the table, in conse- 1 
(jj^lence of the absence of Dr. Hall. ! 

Tiifi Report of the Committee on secre- j 

tarvsbips of the Society, was taken up ; h 

K^. . ■•, . . ^ n ■! of the late Elliott Cresson, Esq., presented 

also the mmonty report of tne Rpy. Mr. j ^ , ■ 



Resj>ec.tfully submitted, 

Gabuu;l p. Disoswjly, 
jous' m,vci.kan', , 

Committee^ 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the Commitiee 
appointed to prepares iiiinute on the death 



Tracy; both of which, on motion of; 
Mr. Joney, were laid on the table for the i 
present. ■ j 

On motion, the Board took a recess, for \ 
Ui'e meeting of the Stfciety.' - | 

After the meeting of tlie Society, the j 
Roatd was called to order ; when, on ■ 
motion, the Board adjourned to o'clock ] 
this P. M. i 



EvEi^tNG Sejjsion, JavMaY]} 17. 
The Board met according to adjourn- 



Rien 



(1. 



The :.minutes of.-, the huit session cwere 
read and approved, 

Tlie Secretary of the Society announced 
that, duriiig the past year, the Hon. >V/ii- 



the following report, which, an mqllon, 
was adopted ; after «onte aj)pi opriate re- 
miirks by the Rev^ R. R. Gurlt-y in refer- 
ence to the devotion of Mr. Cresson, for 
triany years, to the colonization cause ; 

( Whereas, since the last meeting of the 
Board of Directors of tlie American Golp- 
nizalion Society, it has pleased AIiTii;>hty 
God to remove from his earthiy labors one 
of the Vice Pre^ident.s and a Life Direcior (d^f 
this Society — therivTore, 

Rt solved, That this BoarU feci called 
upon to express a deep sense of the los« 
they have sustainetf in the removal, of one , 
who, for over a quarter of a centu^rv, was 
the zealous (ind utitirihij advocinte of Afri-. 
can Colon iza'iiiffn, and whose gratuitous 
labors, alike in this country ^ind Great 
Britain, evinced the sinceriiy=of his pror 
fessions, and eniitie him to the gratitude 
of every lover of iiumanity . 

Uesohedf Tluit wlitle we mourn oyer 



iiam Applelon of iVlassachusetts, the Rev. 

II R.Guriey. andhisExcellency, E'i-anklin jj our lo,ss we cannot !H.t synpathi.se with 
Pierce, President of th.^ United Stales, 1| ^.H*-* ^'fm^y ^^"^i relative.-9 of , our deceased 
were constituted Life DireetoVs oC this 



friend. 



,Sf)ciely, by the payinentinto the 'lrea?,ury 
of §1,000 eaclv. " 
- Air. Disosway, chairman of the Com- 
tnittee, appointed at tiie last aimual me?f-- 
!ngof the Board, to whom was reicn-ed | 
the subject of procuring a copy of the por- | 
trait of the ;-|ate Anson G. Phelps, Esqj/| 
presented the following report, which was 
udopted : 



Resolved, Thai.__^a request be preferred to 
the family . of the late Mr. Cressoii for a 
copy of his portrait to be made tind de- 
posited in fhe rooms of this Society. , 

Resolced, That a certified copy of the 
above be sent by th6 Recordijii; Seciretary 
to tJie family of our late distinguished^; 
friend. 

Messrs. Jones, Reese, and Coppuiger, 
were appointed a committee to carry out 
the object embraced in the third resolution. 
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Resolutions— U. S. and Liberia Steamship Co.— Meeling of the Board. 



On motion, the Report of the Committee 
on steam communication between "ihe Uni- 
ted Slates and Liberia was taken up, and 
read ; also the minority report of Dr. 
Hall ; when the follpwing vesolution.s were 
presented by Mr. Phelps, viz : 

Resolved, That in the judsrment of this 
Board, the sjervicea of the Rev. R. II. 
Gurley in obtaininf? aiibscriptions to the 
stock of the United States and Liberia 
Steamship Company^ are important and 
valuable to the general -cause of coloniza- 
tion, and meet with ilie warm approval of 
this Board. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this 
Board, the United States and Liberia 
Steamship Company, as a.t present organ- 
ized in the city of New York, may, with 
the aid of the friends of the cause in the 
United States, speedily be successful in 
acconnplishing the object so ardently de- 
sired by all, viz : a steam communication 
with Liberiff. At the same time, this 
JSoard disclaims any financial responsibil- 
ity in connection with the above named 
Company. 

To which, on motion of Mr. Gregory, 

the following was added ; 

Resolved, That ujiti! the arrangement 
for steam communication between this 
country and Liberia is perfected, it is im- 
jiortant that a portion of the funds raised 
for that purpose be appropriated for the 
purchase of a suitable sailing vessel for the^ 
transportation of emigrants, under the 
eoritrol of the American Colonization So- 
ciety. 

Which resolutions, after full and gen- 
erordiscussion, on. motion, were adopted. 

On leave being granted, the Rev. Dr. 
Maclean presented the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Boardjitis important to the financial in- 
terests of the Society, and to the proper 
prosecution of its great object, that there 
shall be an additional secretarj'-, whose 
duties shall be defined by this«Board. 

Resolved, That in view of the nature of 
the recommendations of the committees 
upon secretaryships, nnd upon the basis 
of representation, the reports of those 
committees shall be printed with the pro- 
ceedings of this annual meeting in thecus- 
tomury annual printed report, and tliai a 
copy be sent to each auxiliary society. 



Resolved, That the resolutions reported 
by said committees lie upon the table for 
consideration, until the next annual meet- 
ing of this Board. 

Which resolutions, on motion, were 
i made the first business of the day for the 
next session of the Hoard. 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock, A. M. to-mor- 
row. 

TnuRSDAf , January 18. 
The Uoard met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Lee, the 
minutes of the last session were read, cor- 
rected, and approved, '° 

The reports of agents of the Society 
Were* on motion, referred to the standing 
committee on agencies. i 

The resolutions presented by Rev. Dr. 
Maclean, at the last session of the Board, 
respecting the appointment of an additional 
secretary of the Society, being the fust 
business of the day, were taken up ; and, 
after discussion, they were, on motion, sep- 
arately read and adopted. 

Mr. Disosway presented the following 
resolution, which, on motion, was re- 
ferred to the committee on finance : 

Resolved, That the Board of Directors 
urge upon the auxiliary societies and the 

I agents of this Society the necessity of, in- 
creased efforts in procuring State isppropri- 
atioiis to aid the purposes of the American 
Colonization Society. ? 

Mr. Disosway presented the following 

resolution, which, on motion, was referred 

to the committee on auxiliary societies : 

Mtiolved, That the committee on auxil- 
iary societies be requested to originate som^ 
plan by which a greater and more efiicient 
number of auxilinry societies can be es- 
tablished-throughbut the country. 

Mr. Disosway presented the following 
j resolution, which, on motion, was referred 
i to the committee on finance : 

II Resolved, That the committee on finance 
be requested to report how the present in-: 
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Resoliiiions—Afrleun SSqundron, &c. 



debtedness has arisen, and whfit means are ij The minutes of the last session were 

proposed to liquidate the same,. and to re- jl read and ap '.roved. ' 
port at this meeting. f! t- tt • u * . i i , 

T*-. ' J I. • e t if Haisht stated that the Hon. 

Mr. Whitilesey, chairman of the Execu- I ^ - 

... ™ . 1 .1 r 11 ■ 4i riamilton Pish, one of the delegates from 

ure CommUtee, presented the foHowms:!] ' , ■ 

■ I the New York Slate Colonization Society, 



resolviiion, which was adopted : 

Rrsohed, That the thanks of this Board 
be presented to his Excellency Crovernor 
Duttoii, the Rev. Dr. Hnight, and Com- 
matider Foote, for the addresses delivered 
by them at the late Annual Meeting of the 
American Colonization Society, and that 
the Secretary of the Society be instructed 
to transmit to them copies of this resolution i 
and to request a copy of their addresses for 
publication. 

A communijcation was presented from 
dte Rev. J, Morris Pease, with reference 
to improvemerits in Liberia, .<&;cv, which, 
on motion, \j'as referred to the committee 
on emigration,. 

On leave being granted, the following 
prsamble and resolution (iresented by Capt. 
Foote were taken up, and, on motion, were 
adopted,; 

Whereas, The African Squadron has 
protected the legal commerce of the Uniied 
States on the coast of that continent— has 
had an essemiul agency towards removing 
the guilt of the slave trade from the world, 
nnd has afforded countenance to the Re- 
public 6f Liberia ; therefore 

Resoti-ed, That no article of the Web- 
«ter-Ashburton treaty ought to be abro- 
gated, nor the African sqtiadron with- 
drawn, or reduced, unless it be iii the 
number of guiis specified in the treaty. 
But on the contrary, that said fjquadron 
Wight to be rendered tijore efficient, by the 
eninloyment of several small steamers, as 
teing better adapted for the suppression of 
the slave iraflic and the protection nf our 
legal commerce, than the mere sailing ves- 
sels now composing the squadron : 

Capt. Foote rend a very interesting 
tiatement respecting; the slave trade, and 
the United States Squadron, on the cof^st of 
Africa. 

^Adjourned to 7| o'clock, this P. M. 

EvENiNG Sessiov, Jiimiary IB. 

The Board met according to adjourn- 
nient. \ ' ■ I ■ 



has been prevented from attending the 
sessions of this Board, in consequence of 
indisposition. 

Rev. Dr. Madean presented the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolvfdf That die Board ha-ve listened 
with great pleasure to the able and inlerr 
j esting memoir read to them by Com- 
mander Foote, in regard to the squadjron 
of the United States oti the coastof Africa 
and unite with hipn in the hope that tia" 
action will takB place on the pan of our 
Government calculated^ to impair, in,/iny 
degree, its efficiency as a most important 
agent in the suppression of the slave tfade. 

Rev: Mr. Gurley presented the folloW' 

ing preamble and tesolution, which,, were 

adopted : ; 

. Whereas* this Board have learned that 
the Hon. C. F. Mc'icer, oneof the earliest, 
most constant, and able friends, and a ViCR 
Presidient of this Society, is now visiting;, 
at his own expense, and from the noblest 
impulses of philanthropy ^ many -ofith*- 



Governments of Europe,, with the view of 
I uniting their counse's and sentimeets in 
j such policy as shall -result in the pf'ohibi- 
j tion of the Africa^) slave tratie, by the 
' law of nations ; 

Resolved, That the Board .express their 
high sense of the past and present eininent 
.services of the tloi?;, C". F. Mercer in the 
cause of this Society, his country, and 
humanity, and their earnest hope tMtthe 
efforts in which he is now engaged may be 
crowned with success. 

Rev. W. McLain presented thefolloWing 
resolution, which v/as adopted : 

Rtsolved,, I'hat the Board of Directors of 
the American Colonization Society hereby 
express their sense of obligation to the Rev. 
Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of Trinity 
Church, for the kindness showrj this body, 
f by opening their spacious edifice to ihs 
Society for its anniversary, and the base- 
ment of their building for the meetinga of 
this Board and its committees. . 

Resolved, That a copy^^of the above res- 
olutibn be transmitted tdr the Rev. Rector 
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Resolutions— tmprovemeuts in Liberia, &c. 



of the Church by ilie Secretary of the So« j'. Africa, cr some rf them, an examination 
oiety, i of the most prornisiiig points on the coast 

0« motion of Mr. F^>uike, it ,vaa ' ' L'»eria, with - reference to the pmctiw- 

!i bihty, moile, and expense, or constructrng 

Resolved, That the Secretary turniah to ;i s,jch a wharf; with such other iriforma- 
the commiltoe on auxiliaries a list <;f the ijo„ as may be in their power, relatinfc to 
State and Territorial Societies, acting as ji tlie artificial improvement of harbors in 
auxi!iarj'"s to the American Colonization .i Liijcris. 

Society i and also, as fur as known to mi /< n • it i i • 

him, of the State and Territorial Societies | ^he following preamole and resolutions, 

not so acting. J presented by Rev. Mr. Slaughter, were 

On motion of Mr. Foulke, it was j taken up, and, on motion, were adopted; 

Ri'soived, That there shall be furnish ?d, ij Whereas, the exclusive design of the 
as soo)i as, praoliwible, after tiie adjourn- '.< American Colonization Soriiety, as de- 
ment of this Hoard, to the chairman of j I dared in its fundamental law, is to re- 
eiu;h of iis eommi'tees a copy of each res- i| move, with their own consent, the free 
olution referred to such committees res- il colored people of the United States to Af- 
peciivelv. 'irica; and whereas, in. carrving out this 

T;,eCommitieeon Accourusre-oortedthat i; P^-'^^'P'e* Board have ofdered that all 

Ij suggestions and discussions ot sciiemes? of 
they had examined the treasurer's account { emancipation shall be excluded from the' 
and foiuid the same correct. (See the ex- m African Repository, and other ofiicial doc- 
V . tr -17 of the Society'; and whereas, it is 

i^ipc^ge^i. .'! necessary to the consiVmmation of this 

The followuig resolution, presented by il policy, that the sf<me principle should be 

ftev. Dr. Maclean, was taken un, and, on 'i m^y^^^, ^?}^^^ conduct of the public meet- 

' i! ing.s ot this Society : therWore 

motion, was adopted : 1| 'Resolved, That the Executive Committee 

Resolved, That to prevent all misappre- j: should have strict regard to this principle 
bension in regard lo the powers of the i| a" their arrangements for the anntia} 
Executive Commiitce, it is hereby declared i "i^^^j""^ 



that the E.'iecuiive Committee, unless re 
Btricied by sj.iecjal instructions from the 



Resolved, That no persons other than 
those chosen by the Execut^^e Committee 



Board of Directors, have all the powers of i' shall be permitted to nuxke speeches at 



the Board, during the recess, including the 
entire direction of the agents of the Society, 
however appointed. 



such public meetings, without a vote of the 
Society. o 

The report of the committee on thesub- 
The following preamble and resolution, ijject of raising funds for the support of a 
preicmed by Rev. Mr. Tracy, were taken {| special agency' to Europe, was taken up, 
up, and, on motion, were adopted : \'. and, on motion, was ad< pted. 

Whereas, Liberian commerce and emi- j! "^^'^ Committee to whom was referred 
gration would bs much facilitated by a !' that portion of the Annual Report which 
wharf on some point of that coast, at jj .gj^jg^ -^.^ j^,, „p ^^^j^^^^.^^^^^^ 
winch passens^ers and good.s may be;!, . ,. , • , - , 

landed, and goods ]>ut on board without i; 'owing report, which was adopted ; 
tJie use of lighters ; and whereas, for want i The Committee to whom was referred 
of such a wharfViives are annually lost in Ij that portion of the annual report which 
attemfiSs to land or emliark through the relates to special appeals from the C jites- 



surf ; and whereas, without such a wharf, 
gteant communication with Liberia may 
prove too . #xp(- nsi ve to be ])ermanen ti y 



ponding Secretary for funds to meet par- 
; licular cases, with instructions to consider 
: find report upon the best mode of prevent- 



maintained ; and wherens, there i.s no such ji ing the conflict betv.'een such appeals and 
wharf on that coast, nor any place known f the regular work of the agents of the State 



\yhcre such a wharf can be constructed 
therefore 

Resolved, That the committee on explo- 
I'aiJoii in Africa be instructed to procure, if 
practicable, from the officers of the squad- 
ron of -the United States on the coast of 



societies, beg leave to re|)ort — 

That ihey have con,sidered the subject 
committed to them, and are of theopiiuon 
that it is necessary to the. best interests of 
the work which we have'in hand, and to, 
the prudencey-'wisdoin, and economy 



»imUTE3 OF THE BOARD OP 5>I RECTORS. 



43 



Reporl of Committces—Graliain legacy — Foreign Relations. 



time, effort arid money, by which all our 
iTperations ought to be chanicterised, thai 
as far na prticticable, ul! possibility of in- 
terference between the plans and nets of 
(hecentfal Board at Washington and those 
of any of the Slate s<")uieties should be pre- 
vented. Such interferehce-^rr-uninteniional 
your coir»miUee are persuaded — has oc- 
curred during tlie past year in more tlian 
one instance, attd been productive of harm 
antt loss, notwithstanding the resolution of 
the Board of Directors passed at the an- 
nual meeiing in 1851. 

With the view of preventing the occur- 
rence of similar evilg, your committee re- 
commend the adoption of the following re- 
solution : 

Rholved, That hereafter all appeals from 
the Corresponding Secretary, the General 
Agent, or ihe Executive Committee, for 
funds for any purpose connected with the 
objects of the American Colonization So- 
ciety in States wherein auxiliary societies 
exist, shall be made only througli gaid so- 
cieties and under their direction. 

Rknj. .T. Maight, 
Wm. V. Pettit, 
Leroy M. Lee, 

Cotnmiiiee. 

The Committee to whom was rAA/.red 
the subject of the Graham legacy, pre- 
laited the foUowittg report, wliich was 
adoptfid : 

The Committee to whbm was referred 
the question of the disposal of the proceeds 
of the Graham legacy, ask. leave, to report : 
That, as the legacy is not yet paid in full, 
die order adopted oti ihissulyect last year, 
he continued in force.for another year. 

Joseph Tracv, Chninnnn , 

WiLIJAM CoPPINGEn, 

R. L. Stanton. 

' The following preamble and resolution, 
presented by Gov. Dutton, were taken up,, 
and, On motion, were adopted : 

Tvhereas, testimony has been given in 
e<nin3 of justice , in recent criminal trials, 
wfi:h, if worthy of credit, would estab- 
lish the fuct, that vessels engaged in the 
slave trade have been, within a few years, 
filled out, in considerable numbers, for the 
purpose, in the ports of New York, . Bos- 
ton and other places ; and such vessels are 
owned by persons i-esiditng in said cities : 
. PiesolvedfThat a committee of five be 
ftpoinied to examine this subject, and as- 



certain, if possible, v/hether such state- 
ments are true, and report the facts which 
they shall fmd established, to the next an- 
nual meeting. 

Messrs. Dulton, Foote, Reese, Tracy, 
and Gregory, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, 
presented the following report, which, on 
judtion, was adopted : 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, 
to whom was referred so inu'h of the An- 
nual Report as relates to Liberia, and of 
the report on the acknov/ledgment of the 
independence of that country, beg leave 
to recommend to the Board the adoption 
of the following resolutions : 

1 . Ilssolved, That this Board have learned 
with the highest satisfapiioji, that, in the 
kind providence of God, the Republic of 
Liberia continues to meet, the mast san- 
guine expectations of its friends, and 
that its present prosperous condition, and 
the efficient administration of its affairs, 
command the respect of the civilized 
I world. 

1 2. Jhsohed, That this Board will not 
I cease to exert their influence to secure, at 
; the parliest day possible, a recognition of 
I the Independence of Liberia ; and that it 
IS the belief of the Board that the omission 
on the part of our Governtnent to recog- 
nize the iridepenience of that coutitry, is 
not owing to any want of friendly feeling 
toward that Government by the Go vcrn-- 
ment and people of the United Statei3, l3ut 
owing entirely to other causes, w-hich, in 
the judgment of some of the most devoted 
frienC(s of Libeua, render any action upon 
that subject inexpedient for the present. 

The committee have also taken into 
consideration the subject of founding, a 
settlement in tlie interior of Liberia, which. 
1 they conceive it important for this S jcie- 
i ty to press at present only so far as to as- 
I cerlnin tlie important fact of the existence 
or non-existence of the malaria causing 
the disease called the Africati coast fever, 
at a certain diyialice from the coast, and 
al a certain elevation above the ocean..;:- 
For this purpose, the commuieij^ii'ouid 
recomtnend that measiires'oe taken, 
soon as practjcubl&j by the executive oiH- 
cers of the Society, to place a certain nurn- 
ber of unacclimated male emigrants at this 
most convenient and suitable point iriterinr 
to the settlement of Bassa, directly from the 
vessel^ at a proper elfevation, and at least ont 
day's most speedy travel frora thff sliittle- 
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nient. The committee believe this course 
■will prove entirely practicable and salu- 
tary, and casi be made at little expense 
in comparison with its importance, and at 
no sacrifice of life ; dnd that ilie expediency 
of prosecuting or urging any settlement 
in tbe interior by the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, will thus be established. 

On motion of Mr. Gregory, it was 

Rcsoivedt That the Report of Commander 
Poote on the subject of the African Squad- 
ron, under the Ashburton treaty, be }mb- 
iished in the African Repository, coloniza- 
tion journals, and other papers. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean » it was 

Resolved, That the Oificers and Agents 
appointed by the Board at their meeting 
last year, or by the Executive Committee, 
under instructions from the Board, be re- 
appointed for another year. 

On'motibn of Mr. Disosway, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Emi- 
gratinn ref)ort to the Board if there exist 
any causes for the conipkints which have 
reached this country from emigrant.s sent 
out by this Society, ns to their proper sup- 
plies, comfort, and treatment, oivtlieirpas- 
uage, or after their arrival there, whilst 
luuder the charge of our agenis in Africa. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was'' 

Jifsofijer/, That the following be added 
to the liy-lAWs : " 

Whenever appeals shall be taken upon 
n matter of account to the Board of Direc- 
tors, the grounds and, proof in the matter 
shall beset forth in writing, as welLon 
behalf of the appellant as on behalf of the 
Executive Committee, and, on presenta- 
tion, shall be referred, without debate, to 
the Standing Ccnniliittee on .Accounts, 
whose decision shall be final. 

The Committee on Finance. presented 
their report, and, on motion, the resolu- 
tions attaphed thereto were adopted, as 
follows : 

Resolved, Tha.t in view of the present 
embarrassed state of the funds, the State 
Societies be requested to remit to the Pa- 
rent Society, as early as convenient, such 
assistance ns may be in their power to 
render. ' . ' 

Resohedt That the Executive - Com- 
mhiee be authorized^ at their discretion, 
to dispose of such, stocks, bonds, and 
lands, as may have come into their poSses - 



' sion, for the geni'ral purposes of tiiis So- 
I ciety, and apply the same to the iiquitla- 
I tion of the debts of the Society. 
I Rtsolved, That in view of the pecuniary 
: embarrassments of the country, and th» 
! depressed state of the funds of the Society, 
j it be recommended to the Executive Com- 
; mittee to conduct their afTairsf both in 
I reference to outlays for emigrants and in 
I Liberia, as well as in the employment of 
I agents, with due regard to the liquidation 
i of the' debts of the Society. 

Amson Gr. Phelps, \- 
Chdirmm, ]i 

The Committee on Auxiliary SOcietiea 

presented the following repoU, which, on 

motion, was adopted : 

The Committee Xin Auxiliary Societies 
I 'respectfully report : 

I That the subject referred to them is on* 
j of great importance, and that it requires 
: longer and mor^ careful inqiiiiries and cot\- 
I sideration than they are able ti) give during 
' the present session of the Board V and they 
' therefore ask leave to make their particii- 
*ar report at the next annual session. 

W.I'arker Foulke, 
H. M. Blodgett, 
William Hi Ali.ew, 
John IM. McLkod. 

The Committee bn Agencies, to whpiB 

; was referred the Reports of Agents of this 

; Society, presjen ted, separate reports, on Om 

■ several agencies, which, on /motion, were 

adopted. 

Adjourned to 9 o 'clock a. m. to-raorrow. 

I FnipAT, January 19. 

The board met according to adjouxR' 
: fifient.; " " ■ 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. ; Stanton, 
the minutes of the last session were rea4 
and approved. 

The President read the following letter 
from the Hon. Justice Wayne 

Washington-, January 16, 1855. 

My Dear Sir: I have been in my 
chamber for more than a week with a 
sharp attack of erysipelas in the head and 
face,'and am not enough relieved to ven- 
ture out. Nothing jess than such a caus? 
should prevent me from attending the aft- 
niversary of the American GolonizatioB^ 
Society this -evening, and with every wisfr; 
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for its prosperity, and detera,iir5ation on 
my pirt to do all that I can to aid it, I 
am, very sincerely, your friend and obe- 
dient servant, 

James M, Wayne. 
Hon. Elisha Whittiesev, ■ 
Chair. Ex. Com. 'A. C, S. O; ; 

The following resolution, presented by 

Rev. Dr. Maclean, Was takeh uj), ariij, m?< 

motion, was adopted : 

Bpolvedf That in future the compensation 
of all State or other k^cal agents must be 
made from funds collected by themselves, 
unless by special agreement with the Ex- 
e6Jt:ve Committee, or by instructions from 
the Board. r . 

On motion, it was ■ ' . 

Rmlvtdy That the Annual Report of the 
Society be referred to the Execu tive Com- 
rtiitt&e for publication. 

On motion ofPilr. Disosway, it Avas 

W\R«i^tt*taj That the Committee on Agen- 
cies-be^ to prepare some plan 
of getitral application for the efficient es- 
toblishnient and cotitinuance of agencies 
throughout the country, and to report at 
the nextannual meetingof the Board. 

The report of the Committee on Agencies 
respecting tlite agency of Rev. James 
Mitchell was taken up; during the con- 
sideration of which, on motion, it v/as 

Resolvedi That the agents of the Society 
are expected, while continuing to act as 
agents, to conform to the policy of the 
Society in all thef relations of colonization, 
ns expressed by tlie Board at its annual 
meetijigs, or in'its recess, by the Execu-, 
live Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Pettit, it was 

Rmhed, That the resignatioa^jof Rev. 
Mr. Mitchell, as agent fof the Northwest, 
be acce[)tfc?d, and that the Executive Cpm> 
niiitee be recommended to re-appoint Mr. 
Mitchell to the office he formerly held, 
provided such an understanding can be ^ 
arrived at with him as will secure a con- j 
formiiy by the agent with the general! 
policy of this Society v and further, that! 
>uch a salary shall be paid to the said 
agettt as may be agreeid upon with him. 

The Committee on Emigration presented 
tiie following report, w^hich, on motion^ 
was adopted : 



I The Committee on Emigralton, to wliooi 
was referred so -rniich of the annual i-eport 
and statement of the Executive Go mmlitee 
as relates to that subject, and a paper on 
the same subject froin the Rev. Ji M. 
Pease, ask leave to report as follows : 

The subject deserves a much more 
't>iorough examination and mo-e extended 
report than js possible in the time allowed 
.them. It would be well to examine mi- • 
nutely the history of all the expedition.^ 
that have been sent out for several years 
past; the characters and circumstances of 
tlis emigrants; the provision made for them 
and the whole treatment they have received 
on the voyage and after their arrival; and 
the results in respect to their life, health, 
happiness and usefulness in Liberia. It 
would be well, also, to examine all the 
complaints made by emigrapts, and by 
others on their behalf, and to ascertain 
how much foundation there may be for 
any of them in fact, and what remedies 
may be applied. Instead of this a few 
brief remarks must aulHce. 

1. The matter of moi3t immediate inter- 
est, is that of complaints concernitig th$ 
treatment of emigrants. 

Those complaints which have made the 
widest and deepest impression are contain- ,;. 
ed iij the published letters or' a recent erai-x. 
grant, whose good intentions the commUt^ci' " 
do not question. The letters themselves 
show, however, to any one acquainted 
with Liberian politics, that the complaints 
are a part of the arguments w;ith which 
one political part-y is hoping to prevail 
against another at the , next presidential 
election. The most important of the al?; 
leged facts are not personally known tct 
the writer, nor had he ever had the neces- 
sary means of testing the accuracy of the 
statements which he had heard; and those 
siateraents are not sustained by any au- 
thentic information received at the office o°f 
this Society. 

Some ^migrant^ hive complained of 
over crowding and discomfort on their' 
voyagie ; while other emigrants- by the 
same ships ma:d« no such complaint, and 
even expressed their satisfaction with the 
voyage. 

Yet it is undoubtedly true, that, owing 
to the impossibility of .finding such a ship 
as was desired at' the time when; it, was 
wanted, and the difficulty of refusing emi,-? ; 
grante who had presented themselves with- 
out proper previous notice and^were arix- 
ious to go, the number sent in sonie ves* 
sels has been uiidesirably large; | But haw- 
far this may have atTected the health of tlie 
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emigrants, is not. clearly proved, and opin- 
ions differ. _ . t - 

With re<rard to ar.^'ommodfllions in Li- 
beriM, it is well known that the receptacles 
built for a n^oderate number of emigrants, 
several years since, and now not so good ; 
as new, have been insufficient for the num- : 
ber of emigrants lately sent, and the agent j 
has been obliged to supply tire deficiency [ 
as lie could, by hirinc;" buildings which ; 
were private property ; and it has some- j 
times "been difficult U) procure such as he j 
desired. With re.spect to the amount of 
injury or discomfort Awi this source, 
oc,coun<.s differ, and we have not how the 
means of decidiirjj;. 

Finally, it is certain that the continued 
life, health, and happiness of emigrants 
depends more on their own character a«d 
conduct than on all other causes put t.o-^ 
gefher.' There has been .very little sick-* 
ness and but feW deaths among those who, 
under the advice of the physician, have 
taken proper care of themselves. 

On board the Sophia Walker there was, 
an unusual amount of sickness and death, 
owing to the bad quality of water, which 
became bad on the v'oyage. The cause of 
this change is not yet ascertained. It was 
certainly not owing, as some have al-: 
leged, to the bad prepara,^ion of ca.sks, as 
tilt) same change occurred i)i casks which 
had been proved good by the experience 
of several years. 

hi conclusion, the committee believe 
that the Executive O/BcersS of the Society 
iiave Aiithfully endeavored to conduct emi- 
gration with all due regard, not or.ly to 
economy, but also to the welfare of emi- 
grants ; and that experience has enabled 
them to make many important improve- 
ments, and will enable thern to make 
others. 

Reypectfnlly sjuhmitled, by order of the 
committee, 

Joseph Tract, 
Chairman. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Haight, it was 

Jtesolved, That the report of the Com- 
mittee on Emigration he published in the 
African Repository, and other colonization 
pspers. 

Rev. Mr. Gurley stated that he desired 
to present three resolutions, which he 
thought of some importance, but as v/e 
were near the close of the .session, he 
would merely ad:' that they be received 
and laid tipon the tablcj unless some gen- 
tleman should deem it importftnl to move 



their adoption. After some exchange of 
opinion, the resolutions were received, ai 
follow.s : 

Jiesotved, ThiU the union of the Northern 
and Southern sections of the United State's, 
in efforts for the establishment of christian 
communities of voluntary free colored 
emigranis in Africa, fends to .strengthen 
and perpetuate the political ties which 
make us one nation, a>>d to advance tlw 
highest interests of all clti^jgss of our popu- 
lation. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of thii 
meeting, such united endeavors by citizen/! 
of the Noi thern and Southern States most 
eilectualiy tend to adjust and settle all .seo- 
tional excitement and injurious agitation 
in regard to our colored population, and 
to rescue At'rica from the ignorance, super- 
stition, and bondage iu v/hich she has for 
aces been enthralled. 
^Hcsolve.d, That it j.s highly im^)ortani 
th:it the friends, agents, and other repre- 
sentatives of this Society^should seek, in 
their discourses and , writings, to separate 
its o»ie simple and grand purpose from 
all questions likely create distrust or 
angry controversies betwei^n the North 
and the South, and to present the cause in 
such a lightof unquestionable and enlarged 
benevolence as must commend it to^ th« 
reasoc and just confidence atid, regard of 
both. 

On motion of Mr. Gregory, it wo« 
unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board 
be pre^finied lo the President of the Society 
for'ihe able and impartial manner in whicii 
he has discharged the duties of the cliair 
on this occasion. 

.Resoked, That the thanks of the Board 
be also presented to the Secretaries of the 
Board, the Executive Committee, and other 
Offtcers, .or their important services; to lh« 
cau.^je. - 

The minutes were then read' and ap- 
proved. 

On motion, the Board adjf>urned to the 
third Tuesday in January, J856, at 1*2 
o'clock M. 

The meeting was closed with prayer br 
Rev. R. R. Gurley. 

John H. B. Latrobr, 

President Ji. C 5' - 
D. M. Reese, Secretary. ; , '^'^ 



Hecelpts an*l Expenditures of tlie American i;olt>ni«atlo« Society; 
/•Vom 1st January, 1854, lo \sl, January, 1S55. 



To b;darici!S due the Society as per Inst report.. 
Recfeipis from the following sources, to wil: 

Profitt ajid Loss account i 

Legacies 

Contingent Expenses. .. 

Donation:3 

Einigrnnts 

African Repository. 

Total receipts including^ the above balances . , 
Balances due by the Society , 



$27,302 91 

775 41 
9,861 16 
24 71 
21,160 82 
31,840 27 
1,771 56 



92,736 84 
23,448 01 



$116,184 85?) 



By balances due by the Society as per last report 
Payments for the following objects, to wit : 

Profit, and Loss account 

. Purchase of Life annuities - provided in 
wills, and tax on legacies 

Paper and printing Annual Report, and 
lor Com. Lynch 's Report. 

Salaries of the Secretary, Recoi'ditig Sec- 
retary, and Clerk of the Am. Col. Soc. , 
office rent, fuel, stationery, and postage. 

Compensation of Agents, employed in 
collecting funds 

Charter of vessels, outfit ^^»)d support of 
eniisrranfs » . . . 

Paper and printing the African Repository, 
and expense of collecting subscriptions, 

Ereciior. of a Receptacle for Emigrants, 
and salaries of Physicians in Liberia. . . 

Total expenditures, including the above 

balances,.-.,. ^ 

Balances due the Society. 



CoLo^fiZATiON Rooms, Washington City, January 1st, 1855. 

The Committee on Accounts have examined the Treasu' er's Account for'lhe 
and they fiqii the same correct. 



$15,809 80 
1,114 44 
4,562 40 
1,494 42 

5,043 31 
10,648 53 
40,671 81 
2,676 24 
3.434 75 



85,515 70 
30,669 15 



$116,184 «5 



NOAH FLETCHER. Book-keeper., 

»iast "vcar, and comnarsd it v. ith the proper vouchers, 
-PAUL T. JONES. 1 
JAS. D. COULLING, 1 
JAMES ADAMS, ^ CommtUu. 
JOHN'ORCUTT, | 
JAMES B. HOSMER, J 
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Address of Governor Duttoii, of Connecticut, 

38tk Anniversary of the A. C. S., January 16.. 1855. 



At the 

Mr. Prksident : I know of no way 
in wliich I can better justify myself for 
occupying a small portion of the time of 
this audience, than by presertting some 
reason.s why this Society deserves a greater 
degree of confidence, and is entitled to a 
warmer support, than it has ever done 
bef<)re. 

The fii-st reason which I shall suggest, 
is, the judicious and nnparlial course 
winch it has pursued, in the recent exci- 
ted state of the public mind on the subject 
of slavery. The agitation of that subject 
will, as a malter of course, always, to s^rne 
extent, embarrass the operations of this 
Society— the public mind has, of late, as 
we all' know, been more sensitive on this 
exciting topic than ever before. At the 
South," a strong jealousy has prevailed, 
lest an institution, which they -consider 
exclusively their own, should be dis- 
turbed, their peace destroyed and their 
safety endangered, by the , zeal of its en- 
emies in other purls of the Union. At the 
North, a universal alarm has prevailed, 
lest slavery should invade territory hitherto 
free, and lest the power of the Govern- 
ment should be wielded by the friends of 
the peculiar institution. Under these cir- 
cumstances yoiiV Society, Mr. President, 
has pursued the even tenor of its way, 
you do not meddle With the question, 
whether slavery shat! be abolished, or 
whether it shall be perpetuated ; whether 
it shall be restricted within narrower lim- 
its, or shall be allowed to pervade a wider 
.sphere — you do not con.sider yourselves n 
tribunal before whom met> Tire to be 
brought to be tried and punished for tneir 
offei^ces— your work i.s one of philanthro- 
py, not of censure. The agitation of those 
questions which convulse the Union and 
in the opinion of some threaten its disso- 
lution, does not diminish the number or 
relieve the wretchedness of those whose 
degradation excites your pity--you do 
not even inquire, whether this agitation is 
justifiable or not— on this subject you leave 
men to tllink and act as they please. You 
see a numerous class^ scattered through 
the length and breadth of our land, who 
are 'free without/the privileges of freedom ; 
whose numbers are cmUiniTally increasing, 
and whose condition here is without hope 
of improvement. It is difficult to decide, 
whfiiher ihsir condition at the South or at 
tbe North is most to be deprecated. In 
slavehoiding States they have fewer privi- 
leges, but tliey enjoy a climate more con- 
genial to their physical uaiure,i and they 



are less isolated in their condition. Itl the 
non slaveholding States, they feel the bane- 
ful influence of a prejudice, which, 
whether well founded or not, deprives 
them of many rights, and banishes them 
from the society of those among whom 
they dwell. 'J'hey are also exposed to, the 
destructive influence of an uncongenial cli- 
mate, which reduces their numbers and 
threatens them with extinction Your So- 
ciety, sir, does not stop to enquire, whether 
they lire, or>renot, suflering injustice at 
the'hands of their fellow-men. They are 
equally entitled to commiseration, and to 
reiievii! their miseries will be equally meri- 
torious, whether they are victims of op- 
preiision, or' arc only suffering from the 
mysterious visitations of Providence. You 
are in no situation to punish their oppres- 
sors if they are sufl'ering wrongfully, kfir 
to elevate their condition, ao long as they 
remain where thev are. But you, havB 
discovered a way, by which all the ends of 
benevolence will be accomplished, without 
disturbing any section of the Union, and 
by means of which both the white and the 
colored race will receive immediate relief. 
The way is one which it required no ge- 
nius to discover, but which needs only to 
be Slated to be approved. It is the plain 
and obvious way of restoring the free col- 
ored race to the land of their nativity- 
there is unoccupied territories enough 
there to accommodate them all ; a climate 
calculated to ensure life and health, and a 
soil fertile enough to sustain them and 
their posterity. 

Another reason is, that this SociVty is 
truly of a national character — many of the 
benevolent associations of the day are ne- 
cessarily sectional. Their opemtionsare 
lirxiite*! to certain portions of the country, 
and, however praiseworthy, are not cal- 
culated to foster a national spirit* But i 
understand, sir, that every State in the 
Union has already received benefits from 
this Society, and has an interest in its fu- 
ture eflTorts. In the present excited slate 
of the public mind on the subject of sla- 
very, something is wanted to allay the 
bitterness of feeling which sectional inter- 
ests and jealousies are calculated to create. 
Nothing is so well adapted to promote 
harmony, as for all parties to be engaged 
together in some great work of benevo- 
lence. Love and malice cannot .dwell to- 
gether in the same breast. Here is a work 
i of philanthropy in which all can uni^. 

Here extremes may meet, without aii|; 
\ abaniionment of their peculiar principi"?Sf 
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Whatever views men may entertain, on 
tlif; subject of slaverjr, whether they be- 
lieve as 1 do, that it is a violation of the 
laws of nature, a blight and a curse, pro- 
ductive of evil and oii'yof evil continually, 
tlie continuance of which for a moment, 
nothing would justify, ^ut a wefli grounded 
apprehension of the substitution of greater 
evils by an attempt to abolish it, or 
whether they regard it as som^ profess to 
do, aa an institution sanctioned by Gk»d 
himself, and constituting the best condition 
of society, in one thing, it seems to me all 
must agree, that tlie residence of free col- 
ored persons in ihis country, is undesira- 
ble both to themselves and to the whites, 
and that their removal would beanationail 
blessing. I regard it, sir, as peculiarly 
proper that this Society should hold its 
bnnuat meetings in the capitol of the nation 
and during the session of the National Le- 
gislature, that that body may have cogni- 
zance of its procieedings. 

This Society, sir, is also national in 
another respect— it has no community of 
interest in feeling, with any of the various 
parties which £vide up our popuii^tion. 
We stand hereon a platform broad enough 
to iiold men of every religious creed and 
of every political f(uth. It is not a Balti- 
more platform or Syracuse platform or any 
of tlie political platforms. We need not 
stop to enc^uire whether the man who takes 
his position here, is a Democrat or a 
Whig ; an anti-slavery man or a pro-sla- 
very man ; a Know Something or a 
Know Nothmg ; if he is a genuine phi- 
lanthropist, we wilfhail hi^ as a brotner. 

Another reason, Mr. President, why this 
Society should be patronised, and encour- 
aged to press its claims upon our National 
Legislature, is, that the character of our 
nation is suffering and deservedly suffer- 
ing, in the eyes of the civilised world, for 
!ts treatment of \he Republic of Libei-ia. 
It is incomprehensible to many, why our 
Government should not have been the first 
to acknowledge her independence, it was 
reasonable to suppose that the similarity of 
her condition with that of our own Repub- 
lic, in the days of her infancy, the recol- 
iectioiv of the pleasure which the recogni- 
lion of our independence gave, and theien- 
coura»ement and aid which it aiTorded, and 
especially the fact that tlie Colon isits of Li- 
beria were once inhabitants of this coun- 
try, would have prompt^ early action on 
the part of oui* Government, insteiid of 
this course, an example has been set by 
others, arid we still hesitate about follow- 
ing it. Aristocratic England, Imperial 
mnce. Despotic Prussia, Monarchical 
Bielgium, and Slaveholding Brazil, have 
all voluntarily and freely stept forward 



and taken the young Republic by the hand 
and introduced her- into the family of na- 
tions, while Republican America stands 
aloof. It is to be hoped, for the honor of 
the nation, that some satisfactory explana- 
tion af this course may yet be given. 

i believe, Mr. President, that our public 
servants have misapprehended the views 
and wishes of their constituents on this 
subject. I am satisfied that the great body 
of the people, are prepared not only to 
hail the acknowledgment of the Inde- 
pendence of Liberia as a just and noble 
a'^st, but to approve of a liberal appropria- 
iion, to aid the beneficent efforts of t^is 
Society. That Congress hais the constitu- 
•tional power t» make such an appropria- 
tion, has been demonstrated before you, 
Mr. President, by high judicial authority. 
Ithat it will take an early opporlunity^ to 
appropriate some of the surplus money in 
the Treasury to such a great national 
«ibject, is a consummation devoutly to be 
WKihed. 

Liberia, Mr. President, deserves to have 
her independence acknowledged. She 
planted herself on the extreme limit of a 
vast continent, relying upon the conquer- 
ring power of love to man, and on aid 
from One who is able to, save — although 
attacked by savage tribes, instigated by 
the fiends who traffic in human flesh and 
blood , she has hitherto sustained herself 
and may now be regarded as safe. When 
we compare whatrshe has done with what 
other colonies have accomplished,^^ we do 
not take into the account, the disadvan- 
tages undier vi^hich she has labored^ We 
fprget that a large proportion of the col- 
onists, had been kept here in a state of ig- 
norance and defpendence ; that they were 
called on to discharge the duties of free- 
men and legislators, without having ob- 
tained the usual qualifications, and with- 
out having the advantage of experience. 
They were a^o called on to make and ad- 
minister Ittws not only for themselves but 
for a much larger native population, 
wholly unacquainted with the usages of 
civilized society. From being under a 
state of tutilase themselves^ they were«ud« 
denly placed In the condition of guardians 
and conservators of others. Notwithstand- 
ing this, wise laws bave been enacted amd 
ehforced ; frefe institutions iestablished, 
and all the functions of ;government ad- 
ministered in a highly saiildaciory main 
ner. Not a colony which was planted 
on our Atlantic coast, made such, rapid! 
progress. 

The disclosures which have beeii recent^? 
ly made in our courts of justice, and in 
publications, in which, according to the 
taste of the day, the authors proclaim theiip 
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own crimes, and glory in their shame, 
showing that the slave trade is still carried 
on to an alarming extent, is another reason 
for sustaining this Society. If these dis- 
closures can be credited, the plague-spot 
is to be found even in New York and 
Boston. Men are to be found in those 
cities rolling in wealth, and setting perni- 
cious examples of luxury and extrava- 
gance, from the fruits of this worst of pi- 
racy. Will not these facts startle our Na- 
tional Councils, and urge them to speedy 
action? If they suffer the laws of the 
country to be thus violated, can they es- 
(iiape the condemnation and contempt of 
the civilized world ? Who can read, in a 
work designed to apologize for the trafiic, 
the sickening details of the manner in 
which, at the present day, a slave-ship is 
freighted ; of the terror that seizes the 
helpless victihis of brute force, when the 
slave merchants visit a native village ; of 
the abandonmeM of husbands and fathers, 
for the sake of gain, of every feeling 
which distipguisOies a man from a brute, 
without deieirmining, if possible, to make 
new efforts to put a dtop to such atrocities? 
Are we to infer from these disclosures that 
the vessels of \y«ir stationed on the African 
coast are to- be withdraiwn ? Certainly 
not. Let it be remembered, that where- 
ever a colony It&a been planted on the 
coast, thi0 infernal traffic has been sup- 
pressed. The only legitimate conclusion 
that can be drawn is, that it is by the 
combined efforts of a naval force and Col- 
onization that the slave-trade is to be stop- 
ped. One tithe of the expense which is 
now deluging Europe with hload' would 
plant ft colony on everjj head-laud, and 
station a vessel of war at the' mouth of 
every inlet and harbor on the coast, and 
thus prevent th* erection of a single bara- 
coon. 

Mr. President, let me ui^e another rea- 
son why a strong effort should be made 
at the present peculiar condition of the 
world in favor of this cause. There never 
was so favorable an .opportunity of pre- 
senting a contrast between great public 
objects, prosecuted on one side by the 
deadly agency of war, and on the other 
by the bemgn influence of peace. More 
than half Europe is now engaged in a most 
fearful straggle. Never before have the 
shocking details of the battle field been 
exhibited in sudi a revolting light ; never 
before has the destruction of life by con- 
tending armies had so much the appear- 
ance of wanton, deliberate murder ; never 
before has ihers b^en so littie of wha: ia 
noble and praisewortliy in motive or deed, 
to draw off the attention froni what is 
brutal and d^rading. It is di^cult for 



most men to understand ihe cause of this 
expenditure of money and life, and they 
are disposed to. enquire, with Wordsworth 4 
simple-minded little Wilhelmine, «« What 
did they kill each other for?" We shall 
be told, I suppose, that it is to protect the 
rights of a portion of the human race. 
Never before did a work of benevolence 
present such a hideous appearance. But 
let us allow the claim. If we can secure 
the happiness of another portion of the 
race, having stronger claims upon us than 
the Turks have upon the English or 
French, by improving property, by saving 
life, and promoting civilization and Chris- 
tianity, ought we not to do it? There is 
danger that benevolence, if it resorts alone 
to Minie rifles and Colt's pistols to accom- 
plish its objects, will not be identified, and 
will be mistaken for something else. 

Mr. President, there never was so fa- 
vorable a time for an effoi't in the cause of 
humanity. Civilization has advanced 
more rapidly within the last quarter of a 
centujry than ever before. Barbaristri han 
remained stationary, or retyograd&d. The 
power of the former to overcome jthe re- 
sistance of the latter, is, therefore, greater 
than ever before, while the result of suc- 
cess is to the same extent proportionaWy 
more important. 

^he contact of the two is also safer than 
ever before. It has been too often the 
case that the vices of civilization have to 
a great degree counteracted the effects of 
its improvements, and that, as in the caseof 
of our first parents tasting of the tree of 
knowledge, has to the savage, been the 

Erecursor of death. While philanthropy 
as extended to him the waters of life, 
avarice has followed, presenting the poi- 
soned cup. But now that great moral 
reformation, which is extending its benign 
influence so rapidly over the whole civi- 
lized world, will give its protection to 
those who are just learning the rudiments 
of civilization and Christianity. 

Mr. President, the proof that isc(»ntinual- 
ly augmenting, that the colored race is not 
nccessarilyinferior to the whites in i»iei!ect- 
ual and moral powers, furnishes the friends 
of this Society with another motive fur per- 
severing effort. Not a year pusses whicli 
does not exhibit among them instasices of 
strong mental faculties, and of high moml 
attainments. I fajs never would be th« 
ciise if there was any physical weakiiess as- 
sociated with the color of the skin. Ail 
the analogies of nature are opposed to any 
such idea. A dark scil indicates to the 
husbandman fertility, and a light-colored 
one barrenness. The blackest jet »s capa- 
ble of as high a polish as iJie whitest ala- 
baster. The Roman poet, who excelled 
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all others in his observations on the pro- 
ductions of the earth, warns us 

" Nimium ne crede colori ; 
Alba ligustra cadunt, vaccinia nigra leguntur." 

To color do not trust ; 
White fruits are lett to fall off luid decay, 
While M&ckberrics are pick'd aiitd borne away. 

Africa, Mr. President, is too fine a conti- 
nent to remain any longer a waste. A rich 
soil and a tropical sun will enable it to 
produce in abundance ail the drugs, spices, 
and fruits for AVhich the world now de- 
pends on the East and West Indies. No 
quarter of the globe can vie with it in com- 
mercial advantages. It only needs an in- 
telligent and enterprising population to 
secure a large share of the trad* which 
now takes a devious and dangerous course 
round the Cape df Good Hope. 

Mr. President, the rest of the world 
owes a debt to Africa which ought to be 
recognized, it has now run over 3,000 
years, and there is danger of its being out- 
lawed. In tracing the history of the world 
10 the most remote antiquity, Africa ap- 
pears to have been the mother of the arts 
atid sciences, and to have carried them to 
a high degree of perfection. «Many a 
njodern genius has mad^, as he supposed, 
a wonderful new invention, but has found 
to his iffiortification that it is as old As the 
Catacombs of Egypt, and that if he 
should apply for a patent, his right might 
be disputed by a mummy. -Africa alone 
lias preserved and transmitted to us actual 
exhibits of persons, articles, and customs, 
that existed more than thirty centuries ago. 
From Africa the light of science penetrated 
Greece, and from Greece it was dissemina- 
ted through the rest of the world. If Africa 
had always been the dark region which it 
is now, who eun tell how many centuries 



the civilization of Europe would have been 
retarded. Who can assure us that instead 
of Americans being assembled to consult 
for the enlightenment of Africa, a compa- 
ny of Europeans woiild not have been now 
met, to speculate on the probability of find- 
ing a new continent beyond the untried 
Atlantic ocean? Who Can estimate the 
influence which the pyramids have had 
upon the progress of the human race? 
Thus they have stood for more than three 
thousand years, the wonder and admira« 
tion of more than one hundred generations, 
a living4»proof of how much the skill and 
energy and combined action of man can ac> 
complish. Who can gaze at th ^sei gi^tt- 
tic productions of human power Withbtit 
enlarged views of his own ability, and a 
more determined purpose to produce; some- 
thing which will last beyond hia 'own life. 
Silently, unconsoiously,undesignedly, they 
also teach, and have for ages taught, a 
great moral lesson, that no monument 
raised by man can endure the ravages of 
time which has not its foundations laid 
broad upon the earth, and unlc^s'it points 
towards heaven. Siich a monument, let 
us trust, this Society is now erecting. 

In all its physical qualities, Africa is thie 
same now as it was wnen the foutidatiousbf 
the pyramids were laid, and when Thebes 
was th^ 6rst city of the world. The eame 
soil is there which at a later day nurtured 
the iron frame of Hannibal, and the same 
vertical rays of the sun now scorch the 
earth which filled his sou! with such fiery 
energy, if under the influence of civiliza- 
tion, depreshad by heathenism, Afr/ca 
could produce a Hannibed, why may we 
not hope that lie same civilization, ele- 
vated by Christianity, will yet give birth 
to a Washington? 
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Mr. President — I cannot plead phys- 
ical debility, OS the wortliy Governor of 
my own State has done in the exordium 
of his logical, classical and perspicuous ad- 
dress, even should I fail tn making or in 
sustaining good points while advocating 
the cause of African Colonization. On 
other "jrounds, however, I can claim the in- 
dulgence of this audience, for joti, Mr. 
President, will beat me witness, that when 
invited last evening, to participate in tlie 
exercises on this oeeasion I decUned for 
want of preparation ; and even to-day, 
when the request was renewed, I replied 
categoncaUyj posilivetyt and wuquivocaUyi 
m ! But called upon now for the third 
time, 1 yield to tlie importunity, with 
the hope, that personal knowledge and ex- 



perience, with an array of facta wmch 
are the strongest areuments, will compen- 
sate in a measure for the want of a care- 
fully prepared address. 

Colonies have been founded in diflfereht 
ages from a multiplicity of motives. There 
have been penal colonies— inilitary colo- 
nies, and colonies established, as in the 
early settlements of parts of our own 
country, from religious and political con- 
siderauons. In penal colonies a new ele- 
ment characterizes the modern system, the 
object being not merely to remove the 
criminal but to reform him. It is a great 
result in this respect, that in Australia, 
there are now powerful communities, rich 
with the highest elements of civilization, 
constituted to a great extent t)f thosi who 
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otherwise, as the children of crinoinRls* 
would have been born to cells and stripes, 
if not brandings and gibbets, as their in- 
heritance. 

In this age, especially in our own coun- 
try, we are called to the noble task of pre- 
Tenting rather than punishing ; of raising 
society from the pollution of vice rather 
than curing or expelling it. This higher 
effort, which is natural to the spirit of 
Christianity, should have accompanied it 
everywhere ; a nation is responsible for its 
inhaoitants, and ought to master whatever 
tends to crime among them. Those whom 
it sends abroad ought to be its citizens, not 
its reprobates, {t owes to the world, that 
the average amount of virtue in it accom- 
pany*its transferred communities, so that 
the world does not suffer by the transfer- 
rence. This ought to be the case when a 
race, like the free African, is transported 
to a location more suitable ;and wo believe 
that the higher and the better motives have 
characterized the American Colonization 
Society in Its efTort of returaing the negro 
race to its own land ; we believe that the 
transfer of that race to its more suitable 
locality is mainly an: effort of philanthropic 
i)eneyolence. Its motives, however, excel 
in degt'ee, not in kind. "The same induce- 
ments which; at all times influenced colo^ 
nizing measures, have had their placeii 
with more or less fbrce, in these schemes. 
In deriving liiupport for them it has been 
necessary to appeal to every motive, and 
seek assistance hy every inducement. 

In presenting the claims of colonization, 
the increase of national prosperity, the 
promotion national commerce, the relief 
of national difficulties, tbB prestervationof 
national quiet by the exoaus of this race, 
have all been urged in the different oec- 
tions of the country and 6n different orders 
of men. But notwithstanding this appeal 
to the selfishness df human nature, the 
best and holiest principles were put prom- 
ii^tly forward, and men of correspond- 
ing character called forth 4o direct them. 
They ^ were truly efforts of Christianity, 
throwing its solid intelligence and earnest 
affections into action for the conquest of a 
continent, by returning the Amcans to 
their home, and making this conquest a 
work of faith and labor of love.. 

The slavery imported and grafted on 
this country by foreign political suprema- 
cy, when the country was heSplesi, has 
been subjected to & trial never undergone 
by such an institution in any other part of 
the world. An enemy held dominion 
where slavery existed, and while the mas- 
ters were calfed upon to fight for their own 
political independence, there was oppor- 
tunity for the slave to revolt or escape if 



such had been his wish. Those who are 
not acquainted with the ties uniting the 
slave to his master's household, and the 
interest be feels in his i master's welfare, 
would expect that when a hostile army was 
present to rescue and defend them, the 
whole slave population would rise, with 
eager fury CO avenge their 8ubjection,.or 
with eager hope to escape from it. llut 
the historical truth is, that very few indeed 
of the 'colored men of the United States, 
whether slave or free, joined the English 
in the Revolutionary War. Thus the im- 
pression, that the position and influenc^eof 
the negro in society would forever check 
the republican spirit and keep the coun- 
tf-y in dependence, frustrated the recorded 
expectation of those who forced this evil 
upon a reluctant peo;)le. « 

The small number of colored persons 
who did join the English, produced no 
slight difiiculty. That smaB^aumber ought 
perhaps to haye been easily amalgamated 
somehow or other, ; with the vast amount 
of the English population ; that this did 
not happen, and did not seem, possible, is 
perfectly evident ; either color, character, 
or position, or something else which it is 
for the English people to explain, prevent- 
M this. Many or them were found in the 
lanes and dens of vice, in London, there 
combining incumbrance, nuisanc^e and 
danger. This condition of things,: excited 
the attention of Granville Sharpe aiid other 
English philanthropists, and led to the 
foundation of the colony of Sierra Ileone. 
Great jBritain found herself hampered on 
a subsequent occasion with the charge of 
a few hundreds of* the maroons, or inde- 
pendent free negroes of .Jamaica. It was 
known that it would not answer to mingle 
them with the slave population of that 
islsn'?. They were sent to Sierra Leone 
and afterwards constituted the most wor- 
thy part of its population, 

Similar difficulties have pressed with a 
manifold weight On society in this coun- 
try: Jefferson, with other distinguished 
statesmen, endeavored to remedy them. A 
suitable location in the lands of the West 
was sought after for the settlement of the 
free negroes. The^ - Portuguese govern- 
ment was also souncv<;d for the acquisition 
of some place in South America. „ But 
these schemes were comparatively value- 
less, for they wanted the main requisite, 
that Africa itself should share in the un- 
dertaking. Christian benevolence now 
looked abroad upon the face of the world 
to examine its condition and its wants. 
Africa i^ seen looming up in the dis- 
tance, dark, gloomy, and vast and hope- 
less—with Egyptian darkrieas upon ii^ 
•* darknesi* that might be felt;" while na- 
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tions, professedly christian, plundered it 
with an extent and atrocity of rapine, 
such as never elsewhere haa been seen. 
Africa, therefore, became the object of 
deep interest to the christian philanthropy 
of this country, and all things concurred 
to bring out some great enterprize for its 
benefit and that of uie African rade in th@ 
United States. After repeated efforts and 
failures, apian wem matured ; a: meeting 
was called in this city on the ^5th of De- 
cember, 1816, and the Ap:ierican Gploni> 
zation Society was formed with th0 resolur 
tion to be free, and christian and na- 
tional. 

There was peace in the world. Society 
was awakening to a remorseful consi(jer: 
ation of the iniquities which had lieen 
practiced on the Afric«n race in their 
own land, and upon the sanie population 
in this. The gradual emcmcipaUon of 
slaves, as favored by Jefferson and others 
in the ear^ days of the republic, was disr 
cussed. But the objects sought in the 
formation of the Colonii2»ition Socie:^y, 
were the removal and benefit of the free 
colored population, together with such 
slaves as ipight have freedom extended to 
ihem with the view of settlement in Africa. 
And thus the work of forming an African 
nation in Africa, with republican feel- 
ings, impressions and privilege^^ was com- 
menced. ' » , 

A faithful history would ft;trnish a dark 
shady as well as a sunny side ; pestilence 
and war, suffering and death, marked the 
early his^orv of our African Colony. In 
the year 1837, fifteen y^ars from the settle- 
ment at Cape Mesurfido, there wet e four 
distinct associations at work in Liberia; 
each with its own little colony established 
in such spots as chance seems to have di- 
rected. There was a mass of conflicting 
ordisconnected o]^anization8,with separate 
sources of authority and separate systems 
of management, without common head or 
common spirit. Each colony was isolated 
amid Encompassing barbarism, and far 
more likely, if left to itself, to fall back 
under the power of that which surrounded 
it, than |o establish good policy or civili- 
zation aniong the savagie African commu- 
nities with which they were brought in 
contact. In this state of things the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society, aftjer consulting 
with the State Societies, drew lip a common 
constitution for the colonies anci established 
the commonwealth of Liberia. After afi 
efficient administration, during which the 
people had begtui to be the government, 
u was there, even among colorcud people, 
shown , that humiin nature has (^pauty for 
us highest ends on earth, and there is no 
difficulty or mystery in governing society. 



which men of common sense or common 
honesty cannot overcome. Governor 
Buchsiian died in harness. Then and 
tliere was a remarkable man withdrawn 
firom the world. His character and his 
edlogium may be found in his deeds—rithiry 
h^yeavoice to tell their own tale. It is 
well known that Roberts, a colored m'i^n» 
the present President of Liberia, succeeded 
Bucnanan as Governor of the Comni)on« 
wealth; this totally separated and iE^|vid- 
ualized the African racie as the manag^^ 
of l,ocal affAira, and made, as to internal; ' 
coms^rnsy all things their own. 
oyhe physical, material, and^political re- 
sources or agencies were small. A few 
nien, in a distant land, had taken up the 
subject of African colonization amidst the 
national strifes, political controversies, and 
gigantic enterprises of a mighty nation » 
and held fast to it. A few of pre-eminent 
generosity Surrendered their slaves, or 
wealth, or personal eildeavors to forward 
it. No one could; stand on Cape Messu- 
rado and see the intermingled churches and 
houses ; the broad expanses of interior 
waters* bordered by residences, lind s<* 
a peopii^, elevated far j, very far; to say 
the least, above those of their color m 
other parts of the world, without the con- 
sciousness that a great work was begun. 
It indicated a great fact Jn the history of 
the negro race ; and it may be presumed 
that now the tidings are circulating thrdugh 
ihe depths of the interior that peace has 
come from th0 West, and that an' Ailrican 
people has returned to bless ihpv old dark 
conlinent with light and truth. 

Liberia as a commonwealth was in the 
eyes of national^iaw no government. Thie 
colony was founded by individuals in the 
United States, not by the gbver^ineuty 
therefore the United States could not af- 
ford the necessary protection when the* 
right to extend jurisdiction, regulate trade, 
and substitute fixed duties, shduid i b« 
claimed by the Liberians. For th^fi and 
other eyils with which Liberia ;was i op- 
pressed , independ ence was the only „reni«- 
dy. IndividUQils from nil sections of our 
country, bearing- on them tha irtperiai 
character of their nation, had transfriittM: 
it by the dark-skinned racfe to Vivify ^ith 
liberty and self-government the gi^cats^sl^ve- 
land of the world. This wais perha|is an 
honor higher than they aimed at.' V The 
|) few judicious men of Libecia'i.sst'i^ the 
"^pecessity of makiri| the experiment. ^Tfee 
outlines of a constitution, as far as that 
already existing lieeded moiilificiitioh, were 
borr6w:ed from that pf thSi'tftiited^ States^ 
A declar/atipjn of ind^pendcinccl wus dr^^^ 
up iandpi"C)Cilaimed iri the year 1847 ; aiid 
Roberts, the governor, whose state of pu- 
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pilage had been passed under the master 
mind of Buchanan, was elected President 
of the Republic. England, France, Prus- 
sia, Belgium, and Brazil, have successive- 
ly acknowledged the independence of Li- 
beria. 

Our estimate of the colonists must not 
be conformed to the standard of an Ameri- 
can population. Keeping this in view, 
the visitor will Und the government and 
the people presenting an aspect altogether 
more favorable than he is prepared to find, 
judging them from their race, when in 
contact with a white population. The 
country is theirs ; they are lords of the 
soil ; and in intercourse with them it is 
soon observed that they are free from thai 
oppressive sense of inferiority which mark 
the colored people in this country. As 
the country becomes settled, and the cha- 
racter of ^is diseases better understood, 
the acclimating fever is less drejaded. In 
fact now it rarely proves fatal When pro- 
per attention is paid to the sick. This 
having been passed through, the emi- 

f vants enjoy far better health than they 
id in the extreme north of our country, 
fn fact, according to President Roberts, 
the number of deaths in Liberia is three 
per cent, smaller than in New England 
and Canada among the same class of popu- 
lation, showing that a tropical climate is 
better adapted to their constitution. The 
counf-y possesses elementsof great prospe- 
rity, and the productions of the soil are va- 
ried and'abundant. It is the want of agricul- 
tural industry rather than the incapacity 
of the country to yield richly the fruits of 
the earth, that has been the difficulty with 
the Liberians. With well-directed labor 
of one half the amount required among 
the farmers of the United States, a large 
surplus of the earth's productions, over 
the demands of home consumption, might 
be gathered. 

I bow to authority, and acknowledge al- 
legiance to our governor who has so elo- 
quently addressed us. But you, Jtfr. Fresi- 
(ienl, can appreciate the enjoyment of a 
military man on an cccasion like this, in 
the presence of grave Senators, members 
of the House and perhaps Cabinet Min- 
isters, when he has the democratic right 
of free speech. In the exercise of this 
privilege, therefore, 1 must join issue with 
our profound jurist and able scholar, when 
he refers to Cyprian and Hannibal as 
being negro Africans. Hannibal, Cyprian, 
and Terence were Asiatics cr Europeans 
rather than Africans, the Great Desert 
being properly the Northern boundary of 
the African race. In ancient times, an 
African, with his physical conformation. 



would have created as great a sensation at 
the head of an army,or in the chair of apro- 
feasor, as itwould now in the United States, 
England, or the Crimea. 

Let, then, the black man be judged 
fairly, and not presumed to have become, 
all at once and by mi-^cle, of a higher 
order. There are and will be among 
them men who are covetous, or meii who 
are tyrannical, or men who would sacri- 
fice the public interests, or any others, to 
their own ; men who now would go into 
the slave-trade if they could, or rob hen- 
roosts, or intrigue for office, or pick pockets, 
rather than trouble their heads or their 
hands with more honorable occupations. 
Such things will be found in Liberia, not 
because men are black, but because men 
are men. • 

It should not be forgotten that the ex- 
periment in respect to this race is essen- 
tially a new one. In fact it may be said 
that the African has never reached, un»il 
the settlement of Liberia, a higher rank 
than the king of Dahomey. No philoso- 
pher among them has caught sight„of the 
mysteries of nature ; no poet has illus" 
trated heaven or earth, or the life of man } 
no statesman has dene anything to lighten 
or brighten the links of human policy. In 
fact, if all that negroes of all generations 
have ever done were to be obliterated from 
recollection forever, the world, would lose 
no great truth, no profitable art, no exem- 
plary form of life. The loss, of all that is 
African, would ofller np memorable de- 
duction from anything but the earth's 
black catalogue of crimes. Africa is guilty 
of the slavery under which she has suffer- 
ed, for her people made it as well as suf- 
fered it. The great experiment, therefore, 
is as to the effect. of instruction given to 
such a race from a higher one. It has had 
its success and promises more. 

Liberia is the restoration of the Afri- 
can in hia highest intellectual condition to 
that country in which his character had 
become the most degraded. The question 
to be settled is whether that condition can 
be retained, or so improved that he may 
keep pace with the rest of the world. U 
is a necessary element in this proceeding 
that he be self-governing. It is to the es- 
tablishment of this point that we look to 
decide thedisputewhether negro races are to 
remain forever degraded or not. Time and 
patience, however, and much kind watch- 
fulness, may be required before this ex- 
periment can be deemed conclusive. It is 
in Liberia .alone tliat the colored man f^n 
find freedom, and the incentives to higher 
motives of action which- are conducive to 
virtue. There these sources of good are 
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found in abundance for his race. In this 
country he can gain the intelligence of the 
free population, but is excluded from the 
vivifying motives of the freeman. In Li- 
beria he has both. Means are needed to 
Bustain this condition of things. The first 
of these is religion, which to a great dt- 
gree p? • vades the community there. It is 
true that some of the lower forms of a 
vivid conception of spiritual things cha- 
racterize the people, but far preferable is 
this to the tendency of the age elsewhere, 
towards attempting to bring within the 
scope of human reason the higher myste- 
ries of faith. The second is the school, 
which keeps both intelligence and aspira- 
tion alive, and nurtures both. They will 
transfer, therefore, what the United States 
alone exemplifies, and what is vitally im- 
portant to free governments, namely, a 
system of free public education in the 
common schools. 

Liberia contains a population exceeding 
one hundred and fifty thousand inhabi- 
tants. Not much more than one-twentieth 
of this number are American colonists. 
Its growth has been gradual and healthy. 
The government, administered in its pres- 
ent form for more than seven years, by 
blacks alone, appears to be firmly estab- 
lished. The country is now in a condi- 
tion to receive as many emigrants as the 
United States can send. To the colored 
man who regards the highest interests of 
his children ; to youn» men of activity and 
enterprise, the Republic certainly affords 
the strongest attractions. We woulcl not 
join in any attempt to crush the aspirations 
of any class of men in this country, but 
it is an actual fact, whatever may be 
thought of it, that here the colored man 
has never risen to that position which 
every man should occupy among his fel- 
lows. For suppose the wishes of the phi- 
lanthropist towards him to be fully accom- 
plished ; secure him his political rights ; 
unfetter him in body and intellect : culti- 
vate him in taste even ; then while nomi- | 

Remarks of Col. H. Baldwin, 

After the address of Commander Foote, 
the President rose to adjourn the meeting, 
hut was restrained from doing so by Col. 
H, Baldwin, of Syracuse, New York* who 
respectfully asked permission to say a few 
words. The privilege was accorded , when 
that gentleman approached the stand and 
addressed the auditoiy. 

Although not a member of the Society 
he had a plan to suggest, which would, 
while strengthening the arm of the Society,' 
prove beneficial to the negroes of this 
country. The Society had-, so far, failed 
of its great object, accomplishing but 



nally free he is still in bondage, for free- 
dom must also be the prerogative of the 
white as well as of the black man, and the 
white man must likewise be left free 
to form his most intimate social rela- 
tions ; and he has not, and never has been 
disposed, in this country, to unite himself 
with a cast marked by so broad a distinc- 
tion as exists between the two races. The 
testimony on these points of those who 
have had abundant advantages for obser- 
vation, has been uniform and conclusive. 
For the colored man himself, then, for his 
children^ Liberia is an open city of refuge. 
He there may become a freeman, not only 
in name, but a freeman in deed and in 
truth. 

Liberia has strong claims upon christian 
aid and sympathy. It may in a few years 
become the base of missionary operations 
and send forth colored people with whom 
the climate agrees, with words* of life to 
their brethren throughout the length and 
breadth of the continent. The indepen- 
dence of the Republic ought to be acknow- 
ledged by the United States. This accor- 
ding to the opinion of President Roberts, 
which also might be guaranteed by treaty, 
would not imply the necessity of a resident 
colored representative or even diplomatic 
correspondence, while the moral, commer- 
cial, and political effects, would be beneficial 
to both parties. Reference to iheinfluence 
of Liberia on the extirpation of the slave 
trade has been made by the previous spea- 
kers. It is gratifying to the friends of 
colonization and humanity to find that the 
Republic has wholly exterminated that 
atrocious tratfic over its entire extent of , 
coast, a distance of six hundred miles. 

Mr. President, I have already exceeded 
th^ limits assigned me, or i would in this 
connection express my views on the sub- 
ject of the African Squadron, artd the- 
African slave trade. I ain however pre- 
pared to enter upon this discussion before 
the Board of Directors as soon as the 
opporttjinity may be afforded. 

and Rev. Dr. Leroy M. Lee. 

little good. It was known that our gov- 
ernment had acquired an immense tract of 
land from Mexico, which is rich in re- 
sources, but Uninhabited^ He proposed 
that the proceeds of ihd sales of the public 
lands be devoted to the purchase of the 
slaves, and that they either be sent to 
tliis Mexican possessioni or Liberia, accor- 
ding to their own desire. Those who do 
not choose to emigrate to either, to remain 
where they are, to be employed as the 
laboring white men are at the iS'orih. He 
declared his high respect for the constitu- 
tional rights of Southern men, and, of 
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course would consult them as to the sale of 
tlieir slaves. This was the home of the 
American black man ; he knows no other, 
a»d it would be cruel to force him hence 
without his consent. He earnestly con- 
tended that his scheme wais feasible and 
practicable. The blacks could be settled 
on our acquired Mexico,n territory, either 
to bfeco/ne an independent republic, or, ul- 
tiinatdy, to be admitted into the Union as 
a Slate. 

The President again rose to adjourn the 
meeting, when 

The HLev. Charles A. Davis said a gentle- 
man from Virginia had in va'r* Uetin endea- 
voring to catch the President's eye, anxi- 
ous, he believed, to reply to the extraor- 
<linary speech of the gentleman from New 
York, and he hoped his friend. Dr. Lee, 
would have, the privilege of doing so. For 
Ilis own' part, he, Mr. D., was unwilling 
to adjourn without some notice of the 
speech to which they had just listened. 

The President invited Pr. Lee into the 
altar, who said : He differed entirely with 
the gentleman from New York, in the 
object he proposed, and in the views he 
expressed as the object of the American 
Colonization Society. He respected age, 
and desired always to treat it with venera- 
tion. He v/as constrained to express his 
decided opposition to the course of tlie 
venerable gentleman ; but hoped to do so 
with kindness of feeling. 

In the first place. Sir, we are not the 
nationy have no legislative authority, and 
no public domain to sell. And if we had,, 
would not regard such an appropriation of 
•> its produce as a wise expenditure. The 
scheme of the gentleman is not as ne\D as 
he seem^3 to regard it. Jefferson once held 
a similar opinion, but on mature reflection 
abandoned it. It is now regarded as an 
obsolete idea. 

In the sfecond place, sir, as a Society, we 
have nothitig to do with schemes of em- 
numcipation, on the one hand, nor of 
abolition on the other. Both subjects are 
contraband. He might, and xyouid, were 
it necessary, express his disagreement 
with some of the personal opinions of the 
Governor of Connecticut, but preferred to 
agree where agreement was possible and 
pleasant ; and he had said truly, and 
with great force for the Society, we are 
neither Whigs nor Democrats, Abolitionists 
nor pro-slavery men, but are an association 
of philanthropic men, trusting in God, and 
laboring to promote the gftod of the col- 
ored race. Havmg nothing to do with 
political parties and religious sects, the 
Society elands among them all as a centre 
of unity, around which all good men may 
rally, and unite with each other in accom- 



plishing the great object of African coloni- 
zation. 

Again Mr. President, our object is «ot, 
as the gentleman from New York said, to 
remove the colored man to Liberia without 
his consent. This is an express stipula- 
tion of the constitution. We seek to resiort 
the negro to his home, in the land of his fa. 
thers. This is not his home.. He is a 
stranger here, whether bond or free. Africa 
is the only land in which he con enjoy free- 
dom. He has gained much by the centuries 
of his contact with American civilization. 
But it is only in the land of his fathers that 
he can enjoy freedom — that in the higher 
civilization that welcomes and awaits nira, 
he may fold his arms, and with his eye 
fixed on heaven, look around on the worJJ, 
and in proud conciouaness of freedom, 
say, "I, too, am aman !" (Applause.) Mr, 
President: The history ot the wdrld 
shows that friction among equals, refines 
and elevates ; here, so great is the disparity 
between the white and colored races, that 
it only partially elevates, partially refines, 
In Anrica, where all are of one color, and 
all equal, social refinement and intellectua! 
improvement may go on with mutual ad- 
vantage and in endless progression. , 

He repeated, he regretted exceedingly 
the gentl wjan 's speech. We are seeking 
other and better, objects than those presen- 
ted by the gentleman from New York. 
To secure them we must adhere to the 
long cherished and well defined objects of 
the organization. As a minister of the 
gospel, he was well acquainted with public 
opinion in the South. In Virginia and 
North Carolina, he had preached in behalf 
of colonization, and taken up collections 
in aid of the cause. The opinion is too 
decided to admit of change in our princi- 
ples, or our plans for promoting them. 
The north, south, east and west, believe 
that in order to the complete success of 
this Society, it must standby its first prin- 
ciples. (Applause.) They were wise men 
who laid the foundations of this Society. 
Governor Dutton had compared it to the 
pyramids. Its foundation was firm and 
deep ; its sides were equal, and its apex 
ever pointing upwards toward heaven as if 
in supplication of its blessing. Sir,, ^e 
are only safe on our original foundations. 
We must maintain them, here, now, and 
always, if, in support of oilr principles, 
our noble ship go down, let us* nail our 
flag to the mast, and sink with coloi^ 
streaming over the waters that engulph our 
cause. Tlie constitution, sir, is our pro- 
tection, and the giiarantee of success. 
Shall we abandon it for Utopian schemes? 
Never. No, sir, never, never. 
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